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Gaza police seize papers for second day 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — Palestinian police impounded copies of 
daily papers for several hours for the second day running on 
Tuesday, again without giving any official reason, distributors 
said. Hie distribution of three Arabic- language dailies, a weekly 
and the Jerusalem Post was held up for about six hours. Allegedly 
biased reports of an Islamic rally on die autonomous Gaza Strip 
led to Monday's police operation and on Tuesday it appeared that 
critical comment about the dampdown on the press led to a 
repeat. A distributor, who requested anonymity, told AH’ police 
again took away the papers after they arrived before dawn at the 
Erez crossing point from Israel. “It’s the same as yesterday," he 
said, adding that no reason had been given. Gaza policy chief 
Ghazi Jabafi told AFP he knew nothing about the seizure. But he 
was lampooned in a huge colour cartoon on the bade page of die 
daily A1 Quds showing mm seated at his desk behind a name plate: 
“The governor by virtue of God." A sign hung on the wall read: 
“Newspapers can’t be distributed in Gaza because they don't suit 
our mood." Scissors and a rubber stamp, symbols of censorship, 
sat on a shelf alongside the “Guide to handcuffing.” 
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Jordan* Israel work on tiiuolable 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian and Israeli mflitaiy officials 

met in Aqaba on Tuesday to draw crp a timetable for border 
demarcation following an Israefi troop withdrawal. Briga- 
dier Tahseen Shurdnm, bead of the Jordazpan team in the 
joint border and security committee, said. The two-day 
meeting was to dzaw up ‘‘a timetable for starting border 
demarcation based on article three of tbe peace treaty" 
signed by the two countries on Ocl 26 be told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. Jordanian traps were ready to 
deploy in areas from which Israeli troops were due to 
withdraw. Brig- Shurdum told Petra. Ad hoc committees 
are also to be set up to implement decisions on military 
issues and border demarcation on die ground. At a meeting 
on the Jordanian side of the Dead Sea on Nov. 15 tbe 
border and security committee agreed to remove barbed 
wire and clear minefields from the border area. 
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Regent meets 
Moroccan envoy 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammad, the Regent, 
Tuesday received Moroccan 
Minister of Awqaf and Isla- 
mic Affairs Abdul Kabir A1 
Alawi A1 Madghari, who del- 
ivered him a message from 
King Hassan n of Morocco to 
His Majesty King Hussein. 
Dr. A1 Madghari said tbe 
message dealt with prepara- 
tions for the Casablanca Isla- 
mic summit which will be* 
held in December. In an 
arrival statement, Dr. Mad- 
ghari praised the efforts 
made by King Hussein to 
serve Arab and Islamic 
causes, saying that King Hus- 
sein's presence at tbe summit 
will contribute to enhancing 
efforts to serve Islamic issues. 

Arab environment 
federation 
honours 
Prince Hassan 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan has been 
awarded “tbe Arab Environ- 
ment Man” trophy in appre- 
ciation of his support for the 
environment and his personal 
follow-up on the develop- 
ment and protection of the 
environment in -Jordan. 
Prince Hassan delegated De- 
puty Director of his office 
Abdullah Kanaan to receive 
the award from the Sudanese 
ambassador, who deputised 
for the secretary general of 
.the Arab Federation for 
Youth and Environment. 
The Khartoum-based federa- 
tion is an Arab non- 
governmental organisation 
working for the protection of 
the Arab environment. The 
general secretariat of the fed- 
eration has named Prince 
Hassan as tbe Arab Environ- 
ment Man of the year 1994. 

^ i 

AFM barely changed 
in weak trading 

AMMAN (R) — The Am- 
man Financial Market 
(AFM) price index closed 
barely changed on Tuesday 
with investors still cautious 
about resuming active 
buying, brokers said. The 
general price index of the 
market closed at 145. 85 
points, down 0.18 per cent 
from 146.12 on Monday. 
Buying by small investors in a 
handful of stocks supported 
over 95 listed shares from 
further decline. Prices remain 
at near 1994 lows, despite 
medium and long-term 
optimism of the market's 
prospects emerging from 
peace with Israel. 

Afghan peace talks . 
open in Tehran 


Rabin wants ‘separation’ 

■ 

between Jews and Arabs 



TEHRAN (AFP) — Afghan 
factions opposed to President 
Buriianudain Rabbani held 
talks here Tuesday aimed at 
5-' .ding a solution to the 
bloodshed m their country, 
Iranian state television re- 
ported. Representatives from 
various factions met separ- 
ately with Iranian Foreign 
Ministry officials and a spe- 
cial envoy from the Organisa- 
tion of the Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIC), Ibrahim Saleh 
Bakr. The aim of the talks, 
sponsored jointly by the OIC 
and Iran, was to “explore 
ways of clinching a ceasefire 
and reaching national recon- 
ciliation," the television said. 
But a representative of the 
Shiite Muslim group Hezb-e- 
Yahdat, Mohammad Karim 
Khalili, told AFP that the 
groups which support the 
president had yet to arrive in 

Tehran. 

■ 

Pope still hopes 
to visit Lebanon 

VATICAN CITY (R) — 
Pope John Paul said on Tues- 
day that he still hoped to visit 
Lebanon, a trip postponed in 
May for security reasons. He 
told Cardinal Nasrallah Pier- 
re Sfeir, the patriarch of 
Maronite Catholics in Leba- 
non: “I ask that you relay to 
yiwt countrymen my affec- 
tionate greetings to you and 
to those around you as a sign 
of encouragement in hope 
until it is granted to me to 
visit your country which I 
love so much.” 


HEBRON, occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said Tuesday that he 
wanted to create greater 
separation between Israel 
and the Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza, but 
would not uproot Jewish set- 
tlements at this point. 

“My goal is to begin the 
-separation,” Mr. Rabin told 
a news conference in Heb- 
ron. He stressed that Israel 
was seeking aid for the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) so that there will 
be -more jobs in the West 
Bank. 

“Then we will not face 
heavy pressure to give per- 
mission to tens of thousands 
of Palestinians to come work 
in Israel,” he said. 

The prime minister was 
heckled by Jewish settlers 
during a 1 0-minute inspection 
tour of the site of last Febru- 
ary's massacre of more than 
30 Muslim worshippers by a 
Jewish settler. 

“Rabin, you have no right 
to give up the Cave of the 
Patriarchs and Hebron,” set- 
tler Bentzi Vataro of Kiryat 
Arba bellowed repeatedly. 

“You have no right to visit 
the tomb,” several settlers 
chanted as Mr. Rabin 
climbed the steps to the 
shrine. 

“Rabin does not even 
know how to pray,” they 


shouted. 

One settler asked Mr. 
Rabin if he would surrender 
the shrine to the Pales tinians 
as autonomy spreads across 
the West Bank. 

“Well we gave up Mount 
Sinai,” the premier riposted, 
referring to the place where 
tbe Bible records that Moses 
received the 10 Command- 
ments from God. 

Military Chief of Staff 
General Ehud Barak accom- 
panied Mr. Rabin around the 
fortress-like sanctuary. 

Mr. Rabin went on a few 
kilometres to the site of Sun- 
day's killing, near the settle- 
ment of Beit Hagai. 

Meanwhile, Environment 
Minister Yossi Sand, also 
touring the West Bank on 
Tuesday, said: “Many settle- 
ments will have to be re- 
moved in the next two years 
and others will be grouped 
together under Israeli 
sovereignty.” 

Mr. Sand, a left-winger, 
told reporters he envisaged a 
permanent peace agreement 
in which settlements would 
fall into three categories. 

“I have no doubt that 
some, perhaps a significant 
number, of the settlements 
will have to be uprooted. 
Others will remain under 
another sovereignty, let’s say 
Palestinian. 

“And there will be settle- 
ments — this is the third part 


— that will stay within tbe 
framework ... of two large 
blocs under- Israeli sovereign- 
ty,” said Mr. Sarid, a senior 
member of Israel's negotiat- 
ing team with the Palesti- 
nians. 

Mr. Sarid, on a tour of 
settlements in the West 
Bank, gave no other details 
or say whether, his outlook 
was shared by other Israeli 
government leaders. 

Mr. Rabin said it would be 
difficult to withdraw soldiers 
from Hebron in advance of 
Palestinian elections. Under 
the Israel-Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
agreement, the troops are 
supposed to pull out of major 
population centres in adv- 
ance of elections expected 
soon. 

“Hebron presents a special 
problem in negotiations with 
the Palestinians. It will be 
necessary to check to what 
extent it is possible to hold 
elections without the (army) 
leaving Hebron,” he said at 
the news conference. 

That drew immediate ire 
from Palestinian officials. 

“Once again Rabin is 
trying to retreat from im- 
plementing the treaty by in- 
venting more excuses and 
ideas that are totally rejected 
by the Palestinians,” said 
Hebron Mayor Mustafa Nat- 

(Con tinned on page 7) 


Donors meet to study 
funding for Palestinians 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — 
Aid donors began a two-day 
meeting in Brussels on Tues- 
day to inject urgently needed 
funds into Palestinian self- 
rule projects and provide 
proof to the Palestinian peo- 
ple that peace would bring 
financial dividends. 

Belgian Foreign Minister 
Frank Van den Broek told 
the donor group, called the 
Ad Hoc Liaison Committee 
for Gaza-Jericho, that be 
hoped the meeting would 
show results rather than rhe- 
toric. 

“We believe, indeed, that 
the situation in Gaza and in 
the West Bank needs an ur- 
gent response from tbe inter- 
national community,” Mr. 
Van den Broek said in an 
opening address. 

He told delegates, includ- 
ing Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) leader 
Yasser Arafat and repre- 
sentatives from the European 
Union (EU), Russia and the 
United States, that the inter- 
national community had to 
prove it was serious about 
providing aid. 

“The economic decline, 
the growing despair and frus- 
tration of the population, 
that has seen so little evi- 
dence up to now that peace 
leads to improvement in their 
standard of living, are chal- 
lenges which this meeting 
must address,” Mr. Van den 
Broek said. 

In October last year, 

donors pledged more than 


$2.4 billion over five years for 
projects to support Palesti- 
nian self-rule, with $700 mil- 
lion earmarked for this year. 

A senior World Bank offi- 
cial said only $200 to $240 
million would be disbursed 
this year and delays in im- 
plementing the peace process 
had set back economic pro- 
jects. 

Concrete proof of funding 
came earlier on Tuesday 
when the World Bank signed 
an accord with Mr. Arafat for 
a $58 million credit to the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA). 

“This is a very important 
milestone on the road to re- 
construction and bringing re- 
lief and support to the 
Palestinian people,” Caio 
Koch-Weser, world Bank 
vice-president for the Middle 
East and North Africa re- 
gion, told a news conference. 

Mr. Arafat, on a three-day 
visit to Brussels, thanked the 
World Bank for signing the 
accord and appealed to 
donors to keep their promises 
of much-needed aid. 

“The international com- 
munity has a moral and poli- 
tical responsibility towards 
our people,” he said, adding 
that Israeli occupation had 
destroyed his country. 

Mr. Koch-Weser said the 
Palestinians would only re- 
ceive between $200 million 
and $240 million this year. 

“It is not that- the money 
has not arrived, it has not 

arrived to the extent that we 


foresaw and we have to draw 
lessons from that,” be said. 
The bank had hoped that 
once pledges were translated 
into specific projects, $410 
million could nave been paid 
over this year. But the figure 
bad had to be halved. 

.During tbe meeting the 
donor countries should “fully 
agree to accelerate now, by 
simplifying procedures, the 
flow of funds and ... tbe 
actual benefits on the ground 
that reach all Palestinians,” 
Mr. Koch-Weser said. 

Mr. Arafat called for the 
meeting to find a system “to 
move very quickly far away 
from bureaucracy” holding 
up the funding transfers. 

Unemployment among 
Gaza's nearly 800,000 people 
hangs at 50 per cent. The 
United Nations estimates 
economic activity has shrunk 
by more than 25 per cent in 
the past year. 

With desperation rising, 
hardline groups easily recruit 
Palestinians. Extremists have 
carried out violent attacks in 
Israel that have claimed 
dozens of victims since last 
month. 

Tbe United Nations was 
expected to propose to 
donors an emergency aid 
package to finance public 
works and create 20,000 jobs. 

The 12-nation European 
Union has budgeted 500 mil- 
lion European cun-ency units 
($600 million) for the former 

(Continued on page 7) 




Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin (right) Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron on Tuesday (AFP 
listens to settlers during a visit he paid to the photo) 


Prince Hassan, Kies til discuss 
European role in peace era 


VIENNA (Petra) — IBs 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Tuesday 
met with Austrian President 
Thomas Klestil shortly after 
his arrival here along with 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Sarvath. 

- Prince Hassan and Mr. 
Klestil discussed Jordanian- 
Austrian relations and means 
of enhancing cooperation. 

The two underlined the 
need to aEIhiste -Europe's 
role in the Middle East in the 
new era with the aim of 
achieving prosperity, security 
and stability tor the peoples 
of the region. 

The Austrian president 
lauded efforts exerted by Jor- 
dan under the leadership of 
His Majesty King Hussein to 
push the peace process for- 
ward and praised the 


J ordaman-Israeti peace trea- 
ty which was signed Oct. 26, 
describing it as a focal point 
in achieving a just, compre- 
hensive and balanced peace 
in the whole Middle East. 

Mr. Klestil also praised 
ideas proposed by Jordan to 
bring stability and prosperity 
to the region, especially 
Prince Hassan’s proposals for 
a European-Mideastem part- 
nership to build a better fu- 
ture in the Middle East. V 

Prince Hassan and Mr. 
Klestil also discussed at the 
meeting, which was attended 
by the delegation accom- 
panying tbe Crown Prince 
and senior Austrian officials, 
scope of cooperation be- 
tween Jordan and Austria 
and the prospect of attracting 
Austria public sector invest- 
ments to Jordan and the re- 
gion. 


Mr. Klcstfl stressed his omciai inquiry naa oeen 
country's support' for the launched. 

Kingd om ; pointing out the The weekly Rose A1 
distinguished relations be- Yousef said: “The bodies of 
tween the two countries. 75 Egyptians have been re- 
Latex Tuesday, Prince patciaied from Iraq and Jor- 
Hassan met with Austrian dan in less than four months. 
Foreign Minister Alois Mock and some of the corpses were 
and senior figures partkipat- mutilated beyond recogni- 
ing in the European inter- tion. 
faith conference held current? Medical reports acco in- 
ly in Vi enna panying the corpses sent from 

. Prince Hassan, who- ar- . Jordan said the possible 
rived here after paying an caw of death was murder, 
official visit to Belgium, was *yet authorities in Amman 
due later Tuesday to partid- said the victim . bad died in 


Jordan 

a 

dismisses 

Egyptian 

report 

* 

CAIRO (Agencies) — Jor- 
dan on Tuesday dismissed as 
baseless a report carried in 
The Egyptian media that the 
Kingdom was somehow in- 
volved in the death of Egyp- 
tian workers. Jordan*s 
ambassador to Egypt Nawaf 
AI Qadi said such news “are 
totally unfounded and base- 
less, and are part of attempts 
aimed at harming Jordarrian- 
Egyjptian relations.” 

He was commenting on a 
report by an Egyptian weekly 
that the bodies of 75 Egyp- 
tian workers killed in myste- 
rious circumstances in Jordan 
and Iraq bad been returned 
to Cairo in the past four 
months, some of them badly 
mutilated. 

Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa told journalists: “We 
are deeply concerned and we 
are malting the necessary 
contacts to shed, light on this 
affair.” He announced an 
official inquiry had been 
launched. 

The weekly Rose Al 
Yousef said: “The bodies of 
75 Egyptians have been re- 
patriated from Iraq and Jor- 
dan in less than four months, 
and some of the crapses were 
mutilated beyond recogni- 
tion.” 

Medical reports accom- 
panying the corpses sent from 
Jordan said the possible 
cause of death was murder. 


pate in tbe inter-faith confer- 
ence and to attend a dinner 
hosted in his honour by the 
Austrian foreign minister. 

Meanwhile, Princess Sar- 
vath Tuesday visited the 
headquarters of the Austrian 
Red Cross and was familia- 
rised with its activities and 
plans. 


“work accidents,” the paper 
said. 

But “most of the bodies 
had been riddled with bul- 
lets,” the paper added. 

Iraq bad not sent any 
medical reports on the cause 
of death, “which was without 
doubt premeditated mur- 

(Contiaatd on page 7) 


Israelis seal 3 Israel and Syria 
Palestinian homes stiffen their stands 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel on Tues- 
day sealed the East Jeru- 
salem homes of three Palesti- 
nians it said were involved in 
the kidnapping and killing of 
a soldier last month, police- 
said. 

One of the men was shot 
dead by soldiers during a 
failed attempt to rescue Cor- 
poral Nachshon Wax in an. 
The other two were described 
as accessories to tbe kidnap- 
ping- 

Israeli authorities sealed 
the houses after the supreme 
court rejected petitions by 
family members. 

Tbe measures coincided 
with a remand hearing in 
military court against the two 
alleged accessories, named in 
the charge sheet as Jihad 
Shakar Yamur, 27, and 
Zakariya Lutfi Najib, 38. 

“We are dealing here with 
a crime that carries the death 
penalty,” an army prosecutor 

told the court in tbe central 
Israeli town of Lod. 

On Thursday, a military 
court passed a rare death 
sentence on a Palestinian* 


convicted of planning a bus 
bombing in Israel in April 
that killed six people, includ- 
ing the suicide bomber. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin called the sentence, 
which triggers an automatic 
appeal, a mistake. Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres said 
Israel does not want to be- 
come a “gallows state.” 

Israel has executed only 
one person-in its history, the 
Nazi camps mastermind 
Adolf Eichmann in 1962. 

At the hearing, Mr. Yamur 
and Mr. Najib did not enter a 
plea, pending review of the 
indictment by their lawyers. 
They are to be detained until 
the end of legal proceedings 
against them. 

But Mr. Yamur told repor- 
ters: “There was no intention 
of kilting Waxman. If the 
Israelis had waited one or 
two more days, or maybe a 
week, he would have been 
sent home unhurt.” 

“You do not have to blame 
anybody except for Rabin 
and his government.” he 

-(Continued on page 7) 


Hamas offers conditional dialogue with Arafat 


By Lamis K. Antoni 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

HAMAS IS ready to open 
a dialogue with the Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
(PNA) if Yasser Arafat 
takes serious steps to un- 
cover those responsible for 
opening fire at protesters in 
Gaza on Nov. 18. 

“It (a dialogue) depends 
on Arafat, if he decides to 
cover up on those responsi- 
ble for the massacre then a 
political dialogue will not 
be possible.” said Ibrahim 
Ghosbeb, spokesman for 
Hamas. 

He said the PNA should 
take confidence-building 
measures to prove its credi- 
bility for Hamas to engage 
in serious negotiations. 

A major step towards 
confidence building will be 


the formation of a neutral 
public commission to in- 
vestigate the death of at 
least 14 Palestinians when 
PNA police opened fire at 
protesters on Nov. 18. 

Mr. Arafat has set up 
two committees to investi- 
gate the shootout on Friday 
Nov. 18, when Palestinian 
police opened fire at pro- 
testers near a downtown 
mosque in the Gaza Strip. 

""Rie authority cannot 
possibly be the enemy and 
the judge,” tbe Hamas offi- 
cial said. 

Mr. Ghosheh, however, 
said that contacts between 
Hamas and the PNA to 
prevent mutual provoca- 
tions and dashes will con- 
tinue. 

“Our priority is to pre- 
vent a civil war... thus we 
differentiate between an in- 


depth political dialogue 
and contacts to prevent 
dashes," he told the Jor- 
dan Times in an inverview. 

Mr. Ghosheh’s state- 
ments appeared more con- 
ciliatory than his previous 
call on Mr. Arafat to step 
down and leave the Palesti- 
nian people to dedde their 
future. 

In the interview, the 
Hamas official implied that 
he had not necessarily 
backed down on his calf, 
but that if the situation 
warranted that the Islamic 
Resistance Movement deal 
with the PNA then certain 
conditions will have to be 
met. 

“Arafat has to prove that 
he is ready to be objective- 
about the investigation.” 

Some officials from 
Fateh, Mr. Arafat’s power 


base, charged Hamas of 
killing at close range eight 
Fateh activists inside and 
outside the mosque. 

Information available 
shows that two Fateh sup- 
porters were killed in front 
of the mosque. 

Mr. Ghosbeh said that 
Hamas wanted Mr. Arafat 
to reveal who gave the 
orders to the police to open 
fire at the protesters. 

Hamas' demands seem to 
' aim more at exposing and 
embarrassing Mr. Arafat 
since he is believed to con- 
trol all decisions in the 
PNA. 

Mr. Arafat had resorted 
to a show of force by Fateh 
to counter Hamas' political 
offensive against tbe au- 
thority. 

The revival of Fateh's 
role in Gaza has apparently 


surprised Hamas, which 
was asserting itself as the 
group commanding the 
Palestinian street. 

Hamas has tried to stay 
away from any direct 
attacks against Fateh per se 
and focused its criticism on 
the PNA and its security 
apparatus. 

According to various 
Palestinian sources Hamas 
officials believe that die in- 
ternal Fateh opposition to 
Mr. Arafat’s policies and 
tbe Israeli -Palestinian 
agreement will pressure the 
PNA leader not to use 
Fateh against the opposi- 
tion. 

Fateh Central Commit- 
tee members Farouk Kad- 
doumj and Abbas Zaki had 
held the PNA partly re- 
sponsible for the Nov. 18 
dash. 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli and Syrian leaders 
have stepped up warnings 
that the peace process is in 
jeopardy ahead of a return to 
the region next week by U.S. 
‘Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher. 

“If no progress is made 
with Syria by the end of 1995, 
we will not be able to con- 
tinue the process,” Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin said. 

“In 1996 we will have trou- 
ble taking difficult deci- 
sions,” Mr. Rabin said Mon- 
day night. He was referring, 
in a speech to settlers on the 
Golan Heights, to Israel's 
general elections scheduled 
for November 1996. 

Mr. Rabin admitted the 
negotiations with Damascus 
were “blocked” on all ques- 
tions — security arrange- 
ments, normalisation of. di- 
plomatic relations, a timet- 
able for withdrawal and tbe 
drawing up of a border. 

“Perhaps the negotiations 

will get nowhere,” Mr. Rabin 
said, but added be had no 
intention of giving np on the 
process launched hi 1991.. 

Mr. Christopher, who. 
visits Syria and Israel from 
next Tuesday on his seventh 
shuttle to the Middle East 
this year, had already been 
given an* idea of the size of 
task awaiting him. 

Syrian Foreign . Minister 
Farouk Al Shaiaa had eariief 
Monday in Brussels already 


issued his own blunt threats. 

“No peace in the Middle 
East without Syria,” be said, 
after brushing aside as offeT 
to meet his Israeli counter- 
part Shimon Peres. . 

Israeli agreements with 
other Arab parties “will not 
last if there is no peace with 
Syria,” be added. 

Mr. Staaraa reiterated 
Syria's demand for a total 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights. 

“As long as Israel occupies 
a angle parcel of the Golan 
Heights, we will consider that 
to be an affront to Syrian 
dignity.” 

Mr. Rabin riposted on 
Israel Radio oh Tuesday: 
“We have..! conditions for 
our security in the event of 
signing a peace treaty, 

“If Farouk Al Bharaa be- 
lieves we will abandon these 
conditions he is wrong.” 

That put the two ok) ene- 
mies back to the start of the 
peace process in Madrid in 
October 1991, 

Little concrete progress 

has been achieved despite 

some gestures and occa- 
sionally optimistic statements 
from Israeli ministers. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
issued his own “progress” re- 
port after meeting President 
Hafez Al Assad in Damascus 
at the end of October, follow- 
ing op talks in Geneva last 

(Continued on page 7) 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

■ 

The investment Promotion Department announces that its 
One-Stop Shop will receive all applications for investment 
in Jordan as of January 1st, 1995. The One-Stop Shop will 
process all applications and follow them through tn lieu of 
tne investors through the representatives of investment 
related ministries, departments and private and 
sector agencies. 

pie One-Stop Shop win also receive requests for any 

Investment-related information. 

For information please call at: 

Tel Nos: 881081/2/3 and 865102' - 
_ F tas 881084 , 

or writo to: P.O.Box 883 - Amman (118211 
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U.N.urges donors to fulfil 
pledges to Palestinians 


Following is a statement of U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghali on the occasion of the international Day of 
Solidarity with the Palestine people. 

ON THIS day last year, / spoke of the historic 
developments that bad taken place in connection with the 
question of Palestine. The past year has witnessed further 
dramatic and encouraging developments. 


Following the declaration 
of principles signed in 
September 1993 by the Pales- 
; tine Liberation Organisation 
and Israel, -negotiations be- 
. tween the parties led to the 
signing in May 1994 in Cairo 
; of the agreement on Gaza 
Strip and the Jericho area; 
the withdrawal of Israeli 
troops from most of those 
areas; the establishment of 
the Palestinian Authority and 
the deployment of the 
' Palestinian police force; and 
the signing, in August 1994, 
of the agreement on prepara- 
tory transfer of powers and 
responsibilities regarding the 
West Bank. 

Last month We warmly 
welcomed the signing of the 
peace treaty between Jordan 
and Israel. It is my fervent 
hope that this historic event 
will be followed by full imple- 
mentation of the declaration 
of principles and progress on 
the Syrian-Israeli and 
Lebanese-Israeli tracks of the 
peace process. The goal of 
the international community 
— the achievement of a com- 
prehensive, just and lasting 
' peace in the Middle Hast 
based on Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338 — 
will then truly be within its 
grasp. 

In commemorating this In- 
ternational Day of Solidarity 
with the Palestinian People, 
the United Nations expresses 
its ongoing responsibility to- 
wards the Palestinian people. 

I also take this opportunity 
' to commend the efforts of the 
committee on the exercise of 
the inalienable rights of the 
Palestinian people. 


But this occasion is also a 
time for drawing attention to 
current needs and difficulties. 
In that regard I would be 
failing in my duty as 
secretary-general if I did not 
draw attention to the danger- 
ous gap which has opened 
between the expressed com- 
mitment of the international 
community to support the 
Palestinian people, and the 
result on the ground. 

The international com- 
munity has pledged some 
S670 million for 1994. Yet 
today, with eleven months of 
the year already gone, less 
than $200 million has actually 
reached the occupied terri- 
tories. Weil over half of this 
assistance has been channel- 
led through the United Na- 
tions programmes and agen- 
cies operating in the area. 

In fact, during the past 
year, the United Nations has 
significantly enlarged its 
programmes of economic, so- 
cial and other assistance in 
the occupied territories. With 
a view of ensuring effective 
coordination and intensifica- 
tion of the United Nations 
assistance, I appointed in 
June 1994 Ambassador Ter je 
Rod Larsen of Norway as 
special coordinator in the 
occupied territories. His 
efforts have focused primari- 
ly on Gaza, where needs are 
greatest. In close cooperation 
with the World Bank and the 
donor community, he is 
working actively to mobilise 
the resources and expertise of 
the United Nations system in 
support of the Palestinian 
Authority. 

The experience of the Un- 


ited Nations in other parts of 
the world has shown repe- 
atedly that, in a post-conflict 
situation, the infusion of eco- 
nomic resources, together 
with concerted action on a 
number of other fronts, is 
essential if true and lasting 
peace is to be secured. 

The commitment of the 
international community to 
the peace process in the re- 
gion was and remains crucial 
to its success. But that politic- 
al commitment must now be 
matched by immediate, con- 
crete support to the Palesti- 
nian people as they begin the 
task of rebuilding their socie- 
ty. 

Today, therefore, I call on 
the international community 
to ensure the prompt and 
effective delivery of the 
assistance already pledged, 
but not yet delivered, to the 
Palestinian people, in the 
course of this year. 

I also call on member 
states of the United Nations 
to make every effort to sus- 
tain. and if possible to in- 
crease, current levels of sup- 
port in the course of 1995. 

It would be tragic indeed if 
the failfure of tire interna- 
tional community to match its 
words with deeds were to 
jeopardise a peace process 
for which so many have given 
so much — including, in 
some cases, their lives — at a 
time when a lasting and com- 
prehensive peace seems to be 
at last within sight in the 
Middle East. 

On this important occa- 
sion, I reiterate my pledge to 
make every possible effort in 
support of peace in the Mid- 
dle East, and to ensure that 
the United Nations system 
contributes its utmost in the 
fields of economic and social 
development. The Palesti- 
nian people, to whom this 
Organisation has maintained 
a special commitment for 
nearly five decades, deserve 
no less. 


Iran battles for spiritual . 

■ 

control of world’s Shiites 


By Anwar Faraqi 

, The Associated Press 

NICOSIA — In a bid to 
enforce its own version of 
militant Islam, Iran is trying 
to control the selection of die 
next spiritual leader of the 
world's 100 nrilHnn Shiite 
Muslims. 

The task gained new 
urgency three weeks ago 
when the incumbent, Grand 
Ayatollah Ali Araki, was 
admitted to the intensive care 
unit of a Tehran hospital. 
Ayatollah Araki is at least 
100 years old — possibly as 
old as 106. 

He is the last in a line of 
elderly spiritual guides who 
have dominated Suite theol- 
ogy for the past century. 
Given the current compos- 
tion of the Shiite religions 
hierarchy. Ayatollah Araki’s 
successor almost certainly 
wfll be a man in his 60s or 70s 
— which means he could hold 
the post for decades. 

For the world in general, 
die Shiites’ “marja ala” or 
“supreme spiritual guide” 
has been echpsed by lower- 
ranking clergymen, such as 
the late Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, patriarch of Iran’s 
1979 Islamic revolution. 

But to Shiites, the marja 
ala is their supreme spiritual 
force. He is also a potential 
challenger of the Tehran gov- 
ernment, both at home 
among Iran’s overwhelmingly 
Shiite population of 60 rml- 
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lion and abroad, where Iran 
seeks to export its revolution- 
ary zeal. 

Tehran fears that a non- 
Iranian, Grand Ayatollah Ali 
Husseini Seestani, may be- 
come the next marja ala. 
Ayatollah Seestani, 65, lives 
and teaches in Najaf, the 
ancient centre of Shiite learn- 
ing in southern Iraq. 

Although the government 
has no official say in who 
becomes the next marja ala, 
.it has, in effect, already 
vetoed Ayatollah Seestani’s 
selection. 

Ayatollah Ahmad Jannati, 
a senior deric in the Tehran 
government, said more than 
a week ago that Iranian cler- 
ics “have no intention of 
choosing a marja ala from 
outside Iran.” 

He said Iran’s enemies 
were conspiiiqg to establish 
an apolitical marja ala in an 
effort to undermine Tehran's 
authority. 

Ayatollah Seestani has 
steered dear of politics, as 
have other supreme guides of 
the faith. That is anathema to 
Iran, which seeks to. abolish 
the separation of religion and 
politics. 

Traditionally, the marja 
ala is selected from among 
tiie Shiite sect’s top derics, or 
grand, ayatollahs. At pre- 
sent, there are at least five 
grand ayatollahs — but there 
is a possibility that the Ira- 
nian dergy have elevated or 


will elevate a- few more in 
time to choose Ayatollah 
Araki’s successor. 

The selection of the marja 
ala is not a matter of precise 
ballot-counting. Instead, it 
emerges by consensus from 
the 1,000-year-old seminary 
in Najaf and its counterparty 
in tbe Iranian dty of Qom. 

The leadership issue deep- 
ly divides the Shiites, who 
comprise about 10 per cent of 
the world’s one million Mus- 
lims. 

In a biting editorial earlier 
-this month, Iran’s Salaam 
n ews p ap er criticised tbe idea 
that the next marja ala must 
be an Iranian. 

Such suggestions are “an 
insult to Smite people worl- 
dwide,” said Salaam, which 
speaks for Islamic har dline rs 
who think the Tehran gov- 
ernment has grown too mod- 
erate and must return to what 
they see as the “purity” of 
Ayatollah 'Khomeini's re- 
volution. 

In Lebanon, where the 

Iranian-financed Hizbollah 
generally does Tehran’s bid- 
ding, a split has emerged on 
the succession. 

Sheikh Mohammad Hus- 
sein Fadlallah, Hizbollah’s 
spiritual mentor, has pledged 
allegiance to Ayatollah Sees- 
tani. Sheikh Hassan Nassral- 
lah, Hizbollah’s political 
guide, is backing Ayatollah 
Ah Khamenei, Iran's spir- 
itual leader. 


HOME SEALED: Israeli policemen seal under heavy guard 
the bouse of Hamas activist Abdul Karim Sadr’s famil y in 
Beit Hanina Jerusalem’s neighbourhood on Tuesday. Israeli 








Israel reject French nuclear conditions 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel refused to buy a French 
nuclear reactor a decade ago because Paris insisted that the 
Jewish state turn a blind eye to the rebuilding of an Iraqi 
reactor, according to Energy Minister Moshe Shahal. 
Israeli warplanes destroyed Iraq's Osirak reactor in June 
1981 amid feats that Baghdad was developing a nuclear 
bomb. Mr. Shahal told a meeting of the nuclear associa- 
tions of Israel on Monday night that in 1984 France had 
proposed an experimental reactor to replace the Osirak 
plant, which had also been supplied by Paris. Israel refused 
the conditions categorically, he said. Mr. Shahal, who was 
also energy minister between 1984 and 1988, said Israel 
should now purchase a nuclear reactor to cope with a seven 
per cent a year growth in electricity consumption. He said 
he expected that Israel would carry on supplying electricity 
to the Palestinians in the West Bank even after a political 
settlement in tbe region. Israel has two experimental 
nuclear reactors, according to foreign reports on the secret 
programme, but does not produce electricity from them. 

Bedoons may get temporary Kuwaiti cards 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Stateless Arabs could be given 
temporary Kuwaiti identity cards under a draft law to go 
before parliament, officials said Tuesday. Rashed Al 
Hubei da, chairman of the parliamentary committee for 
internal affairs and defence, told tbe daily A1 Watan that 
tiie card would give holders the right to ’'work, education 
and public health as well as a driving licence.” Some 
120,000 stateless Arabs, or bedoon, live in Kuwait and 
were either refused Kuwaiti nationality or were never 
offered it when the country gained its independence in 
1961 . The committee approved the bill first put forward by 
the government in 1993, but it still has to be approved by 
the full parliament. The cards will be valid for a year and 
withdrawn" once the holders’ final status has b&fi^cfedded 
by the interior ministry, Mr. Hubeida said. Tbe status of 
'tiie betitxra is to be decided on an individual batik?t&Kier 
thfe‘ "draft law, some may be granted Kuwaiti citizenship, 
others will be given a residence permit and the rest will be 
asked to leave the country. 

AIDS kills 89 in Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — AIDS has so far claimed 89 lives in 
Iran, including seven Heaths since July, Health Minister 
Alireza Marandi announced Tuesday. Mr. Marandi told a 
seminar on AIDS education that 291 others — among them 
35 women and one child — had contracted the disease in 
the Islamic republic. The last official figures, released in 
July, showed 82 deaths and 283 cases of the acquired 
immune deficiency syndrome. Mr. Marandi told the 
newspaper Kayban that the situation was not “yet worri- 
some” but the authorities were concerned about tiie spread 
of AIDS in the Islamic republic. He urged dentists, clinics, 
medical laboratories and barber’s shops to conform to 
health standards. Marriage at an early age was also 
recommended to guard against promiscuity. The author- 
ities launched an AIDS awareness campaign two years ago 
to fight the disease. Deputy Health Minister Hussein 
Malek Afzak said last year the number of Iranians infected 
with the HIV virus leading to full-blown AIDS could be as. 
high as 5,000. 

Two demonstrators killed In Mogadishu 

i 

MOGADISHU (R) — Two Somalis protesting against the 
holding of rival peace conferences were shot dead by 
gunmen loyal to Lord Mohammad Farah Aideed, witnesses 
said on Tuesday. As many as 12 other people, including 
women and children, were injured in the shooting on 
Monday morning in the south of the Somali capital. The 
two dead had been part of a demonstration by moderate 
members of General Aideed’s Habr Gedir dan protesting 
against parallel peace conference of Gen. Aideed and his 
arch-rival, Abo Mahdi Mohammad. Gunmen in four 
“technical” improvised gun wagons drove up to the demon- 
strators who, though armed, had been peacefully shouting 
slogans and opened fire indiscriminately. They also seized 
weapons, cars and loud speakers after tbe demonstrators 
fled, the witnesses said. A dan elder, Sultan Abdullah 
Sultan Ahmad, denounced the shooting and described the 
attackers as “bandists.” 


security forces bricked up three houses owned by the 
fanfflw of Muslim fundamentalists who kidnapped Israeli 
mkiiw Nachshou Waxman Oct. 14 (see page one) (AFP 


Israel says 1,067 
killed in uprising 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — The Israeli army has 
released new casualty tolls 
from the Palestinian uprising 
against Israeli rule in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
that began in Dec. 1987. 

The figures, released over 
the weekend, include only 
wounded and dead from the 
West Bank and Gaza and do 
not include attacks inside 
Israel. 

According to the army, 
Israeli solders killed 1,067 
Palestinians in those areas 
between Dec. 7, 1987 and 
Nov. 2, 1994, and 978 Palesti- 
nians were killed by fellow 
Arabs, most as suspected col- 
laborators with Israel. 

Another 12 Palestinians 
died during attempted 
attacks, the army said. 

Palestinians killed 52 sol- 
diers as well as 62 civilians 
(Israeli and tourists) m the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
There were no separate fi- 
gures for the number of tour- 
ists killed. 

The AP count, that covers 
Dec. 7, 1987 to Nov. 28, 1994 
and includes deaths in Israel, 


is 1,332 Palestinians killed by 
Israelis, 827 Palestinians kil- 
led by Arabs and 239 Israelis 
(soldiers and civilians)' killed 
by Palestinians. The AP also 
counts Palestinians killed by 
Israeli civilians. 

The laun ching of the peace 
talks in October 1991 did 
not put an end to violence in 
the area, but most of tbe 
subsequent attacks on Israelis 
were carried out by oppo- 
nents to the negotiations. 

In contradiction to the 
progress made in peace talks 
during 1993, 44 Israelis were 
killed dining that year, 38 per 
cent of tbe overall Israeli 
uprising victims, the army fi- 
gures stated. 

There was also a relative 
increase in the number of 
Palestinians killed that year, 
although dramatically less 
than the total killed in 1988 
and 1989. 

The uprising has never 
been officially called off, 
although it was one of Israel’s 
conditions for signing an 
autonomy accord in Septem- 
ber 1993. 


. Turkish troops start 
' winter drive on Kurds 



TUNCELI (R) — Turkish 
troops have begun a winter 
offensive against Kurdish 
rebels in a major change of 
tactic with the hope of wiping 
guerrillas out in their lairs, 
military and regional officials 
said. 

They said 40,000 troops in 
the eastern province of Tun- 
ceK on Saturday began the 
first concerted winter drive in 
the 10-year war with the 
separatist Kurdistan Workers 
Party (PKK). 

“In order to dean out the 
PKK this winter, an offensive 
has begun from outride Twi- 
ce Li, moving inwards with the 
su p port of forces from neigh- 
bouring provinces,” an army 
official said. 

The operation coincides 
with a ceasefire offer by PKK 
leader Abdullah Ocalan in a 
letter addressed to world 
leaders. 

Fighting in the turbulent 
southeast has usually slowed 
down in past winters as both 
the military and the guerrillas 
find h hard to get around in 
the bitter conditions of tbe 
region. 

But this time some 2,000 
commandos especially 
trained for winter guerrilla 
fighting had. been brought 
into the area from various 
centres, another military 
source said. 

He predicted this would be 
more successful than the 
summer offensive as the PKK 
could no longer bide in 
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Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman IS Aqaba 24, Humidity 
readings: Amman SS per ccm, 
Aqaba 39 per cent. 
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Bulletin suppEed by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

A new depression will affect the 
Kingdom, urns t e mperatures w3l 
drop with skies becoming cloudy to 
partly cloudy. Rainfall is exy^ cc tcri 
ra all pans of tbe Kingdom with 
winds southwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, skies wOl be partly cloudy 
with a dunce of scattered showers. 
Winds win be southerly moderate 
and seas rough. 


Min ./Max. temp. - 

Amman 7/11 

Aq a b a 12 /30 

Deserts : 5/14 

Jqrdau Valley 11/18 
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forests and had to sit in hide- 
outs — becoming easy targets 
— until spring. 

The drive follows a push 
from mid-September which 
one army officer called the 
biggest in modern Turkish 
military history. 

The operation encompas- 
ses the eight districts of Tun- 
celi province, with intense 
fi ghting in Ovadk, Hozat and 
Pertek districts, which form a 
line from northwest to south- 
west. 

So-called repentant guer- 
rillas working with security 
forces are one of the biggest 
advantages of the army cam- 
paign as they guide troops to 
PKK hideouts, military offi- 
cials said. 

“Some of tbe PKK hide- 
outs, which were located in 
the summer, were not des- 
troyed. Traps are being set 
there and the PKK (guerril- 
las) will be hit when they try 
to enter them,” a military 
source in Tunceli told Reu- 
ters. 

Security forces want to 
flush out some 2,000 rebels in 
Tunceli, moving between the 
inaccessible 30 kilometres 
long Kutuderesi ravine and 
3,000 metres high Munzur- 
mountains. 

More than 13,000 people 
have been killed in Turkey 
since the PKK began its 10- 
year fight for an independent 
Kurdish state in southeast 
Turkey. 
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Mubarak 

suspends I 

pyramid 

motorway 

CAIRO (AFP) — President I 
Hosni Mubarak has ordered I 
a halt to construction work 1 
on a motorway slicing past 1 
the pyramids, but a final tied- 1 
sion will nor be taken for I 
another two weeks, officials I 
.said Tuesday. I 

Mr. Mubarak ordered' the 1 
work to be suspended pend- 1 
ing the outcome of an I 
archaeological study into the 1 
possible effects of the road, 1 
which will pass within 2,5 ] 
kilometres of the Sphinx and j 
the three pyramids at Giza, j 
just outside Cairo, Informa- 
tion Minister Safwat Al Sher- 
if said. 

A senior official from 
Egypt’s antiquities depart- 
ment, Ali Hassan, added: “A j 
final decision on whether or j 
nor to continue construction 
will be taken in two weeks 
based on whether current ex- 
ploratory work shows if there 
are buried antiquities. 

UNESCO, which has led 
the international outcry over v 
building the motorway dose^ 
to the last of the seven won- 
ders of the world still to 
survive, gave Mr. Mubarak’s 
decision a guarded welcome. 

“We are very happy with 
the suspension, but it is not 
enough. The work must be 
stopped permanently.” said 
Said Zulfikar, an official 
from the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific aqd 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO) in Paris. i 

Mr. Zulfikar. an out- 
spoken critic of the project, 
has described the motorway 
as illegal and in violation of 
both Egyptian and interna- 
tional law on the protection 
of the world's heritage. ! 

He has also warned that if 
the motorway went ahead tbe 
site containing the Sphinx, 
the Great Pyramid and two 
where dating from 2680 B.C. to 2565- 
B.C. could be struck off the U.Ni- 
ESCO list of the world’s 
heritage, . and *$60*000 fo 
t annual aid- to Egypt could be 
J suspended! ' J 

UNESCO Director-Gener- 
al Frederico Mayor \vou(d 
send Mr. Mubarak a letter 
within the next few dajre 
asking for “an alternative to 
be found," Mr. Zulfikar saiej. 

Permission to build the 90- 
kilometre long Cairo by-pafe 
was given by a former official 
at the antiquities department 
who said there were no mom 
artefacts buried in the roadls 
path. » 

But Mr. Zulfikar said: 
“The ban on building stretdi- 
es across 70 squar^ 
kilometres and has nothing tp 
do with whether there are 
archaeological treasures (jr 
not in the zone," which conf 
prises the pyramid plateau 
and surrounding land. 1 

The UNESCO Heritage 
Committee is due to meet ui 
Phuket, Thailand, from De- 
cember 9 to 17 when Giza 
would probably be put “os 
the list of endangered sites,! 1 

Mr. Zulfikar told AFP las# 
week. ii 

. The $300 million road tinkl- 
ing Giza, 12 kilometre j 
southwest of Cairo to Vaumj 
100 kilometres further souths 
is almost finished. ! 

“It is a sin to build thii 
road, we have to cancel it$ 
construction even if we don't 
find any archaeological re* 
mains because in the futujgt 
the motorway will encourage 
urbanisation all around it,'! 
said Mr. Hassan. \ 

he regretted that the for? 
mer managers of the anti* 
quities department had 
approved the project in 19852 
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ONGR ATU LATU R Y VISIT: His Royal him mi his efatinn. The was 

. JHi^mJMnoeAbdidlah fi m A1 Hossein attended by Upper House SpeakerAhmad 
J Tuesday viats Lower House of Parliament Lawzt (Petra photo) 

1 Speaker Sa’d Hayel Srour to congratulate 

JMinistry to head for meeting on 
Arab environmental protection 


■•'’AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 

■ 'is taking part in an Arab 
'"League meeting in Cairo next 
, week to discuss protection of 

Arab environment, and 

■ will submit a proposal on a 
-‘qpan-Arab strategy on sustain- 
.'able development which 
' .'-takes into consideration safe- 

guards against pollution, 
■..'according to Minister of 
. '‘Municipal and Rural Affairs 
. ■ and the Environment Tawfiq 
: -Yreisban. 

• *■" The minister Tuesday said 
.. ‘ What be would present the 
-^proposal during discussions 
'■’on development and econo- 
mic integration among Arab 
states. 

.*■ According to Mr. 
■’Kreishan, Arab ministers re- 
’Sponsible for the environ- 
ment in their countries mil 
. 'discuss three main themes: 

- -'desertification and increasing 
' the seen areas of the Arab 

-' ".World; spreading awareness 
' . -through the media on the 
protection of the environ- 

- -'■joent; and a programme for 
■ : •'‘combating industrial pollu- 

-tion. 



Tawfiq Kreishan 

m m 

Mr. Kreishan, who is lead- 
ing the Jordanian delegation 
to the meeting, said the Arab 
ministers would also discuss 
cooperation with European 
nations in stemming pollution 
resulting from activities in 
agriculture, industry, trade 
and tourism. 

Through earlier Euro- 
Arab dialogues, the Euro- 
pean nations had promised to 
extend financial and technical 


help to the Arab countries 
and the rest of the developing 
nations in environmental pro- 
tection matters, said the 
minister. 

The Arab ministers, be 
said, will also discuss 
cooperation with the United 
Nations Environment Prog- 
ramme (UNEP) which usual- 
ly provides technical advice 
and expertise in helping 
countries to formulate 
national environment 
strategies and in protecting 
the sofl and fighting off deser- 
tification. 

Other points on the agen- 
da, said Mr. Kreishan, in- 
clude a report by Arab ex- 
perts on agricultural and ru- 
ral development and the 
pollution to sea water from 
vessels dumping poisonous 
waste. 

He said that the Arab 
League has prepared a 
memorandum on inter-Arab 
cooperation in monitoring 
vessels which dump radioac- 
tive and other poisonous 
waste into the sea close to 
Arab shores. 


r 




A T ’ S GOING ON 
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^ following listings are compiled from 
\thly bulletins and the daily Arabic press. 
Readers are advised to verify the listed time 
and place with the concerned institutions. 


R 


TV Video film entitled “The Body in the 
Library” at the British Council at 7:00 

PJR. 


pT Lecture on the poems of Rafael Alberti 
and Abdel Wahhab Al Bayati by Ms. 
Nadia Chaabau at Institute Cervantes (the 
Spanish Cultural Centre) at 6:00 p.m. 

■ it Lecture in German on 150th anniversary of 
German philosopher Nietzsche entitled 


“Friedrich Nietzsche — Ubermensch Und 
Wehschmerz” at Goethe-Institut at 7:00 
pJlL 

CHARITY RAZAAR 

☆ Charity bazaar (indudes books, tapes, 
clothes, and accessories) at Mu’toh Uni- 

EXHIBITIONS 

it Motor draw *95 at the International Motor 
Exhibition, airport highway. 

<r Exhibition of paintings by Saadi Al Kaabi 
at Aha Art Gallery. 

☆ Exhibition of sculptures by ‘Amer Khalil at 
Baiadna Art Gallery. 

☆ Ceramics exhibition by Mahmoud Taha at 
Darat Al Ftnran. 


Prime minister leaves for Ghana 

■ 

to attend U.N. University meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Majali 
left for Accra, the capital of 
Ghana, to participate in the 
meetings of the board of trus- 
tees of the United Nations 
University. 

Dr. Majali will hold meet- 
ings with senior Ghanaian 
officials to discuss Afro- Arab 
relations, as well as ties be- 
tween Jordan and Ghana. 

The U.N. University's 
board of trustees is scheduled 
to study a Jordanian proposal 
for the establishment of an 
institute in Amman designed 
to train junior government 
officials. 

Dt. Majali will submit an 
outline about die proposed 
institute and answer queries 
related to its objectives and 
services. 

The board is expected to 
give its consent to the idea of 
such an institute and approve 
its establishment in Amman. 

The proposed establish- 
ment would offer training to 
promising government lead- 
ers from 160 nations who 
would be discussing domestic, 


regional and international 
affairs. 

The United Nations Uni- 
versity was established in 
Japan in 1973 upon a decision 
by the U.N. General Assem- 
bly and started operations in 
September 1975. 

With lectures in English, 
French and Spanish, the uni- 
versity provides postgradu- 
ate training to scholars from 
different countries, with a 
special focus on the role and 
the activities of the United 
Nations and its charter. 

The university aims at 
enabling the countries of the 
developing world to find 
proper means to settle their 
problems via help from adv- 
anced nations and coopera- 
tion with various countries. 

Issues concerning the op- 
erations of the various U.N. 
agencies as well as matters 
related to social sciences, 
natural sciences and humani- 
ties are given priority. 

The university is governed 
by a board of directors com- 
prised of 28 members 
appointed for a six-year term 



Prune Minister Abdul Al MqjaH (cen- by Interior Minister Salameh Ham mad (right) 

be) Tuesday leaves for Accra, capital of and Minister of State Abdullah Al Jazi (left) 
Ghana. Dr. M^jaU was seen off at the airport (Petra photo) 


by the U.N. secretary general 
and the United Nations Edu- 
cational, Scientific and Cultu- 
ral Organisation (UNESCO) 
director general. 

It is funded by the 
Japanese government and re- 


ceives contributions from va- 
rious organisations. 

Between 1977 and 1981 the 
university conducted studies 
on world hunger and socio- 
economic development, and 
between 1982 and 1987 it 


dealt with issues of peace, 
security and settling conflicts 
around the world. 

The university employs 
leading scholars and scientists 
from different countries to 
conduct research and lecture. 


Amman mayor inaugurates 
private cable-car enterprise 

added. 

At the top of a hill over- 
looking the King Abdullah 
Gardens, viators can dine at 
a restaurant installed there by 
the same establishment, he 
said. 

According to Dr. Abbadi 
the firm spent JD 1.5 million 
on the project, foe first of its 
kind in Jordan, and it will pay 
about JD 25,000 annually in 
concessions to the municipal- 
ity. 

l one-way 
cable-car will 
person, said Dr. Abbadi. 

Dr. Abbadi took a ride in 
one of the cable-cars at foe 
opening ceremony, said that 
the project was expected to 
stimulate domestic tourism in 
Jordan. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Deputising for 
His Majesty King Hussein, 
Amman Mayor Mamdouh 
Abbadi Tuesday formally in- 
augurated the King Abdullah 
Gardens cable-car system cal- 
led Amman Skyride, which 
was built by the Jordan 
Panorama Tou ristic Estab- 
lishment (JPTE) in coopera- 
tion with a French company." 

The 18 cable-cars seat six 
persons each, according to 
Dr. Abbadi. 

He said foe cars run along 
367 metre long cables which 
at one point rise some 30 
metres above the ground. 
The trip from the street level 
to the top of foe run takes 
five minutes. Dr. Abbadi 


A one-way ride in the 
cost JD 1 per 






Amman Mayor Mamdouh Abbadi Tues- 
day draws the curtain open on a plaque 
commemorating the inauguration of the 


first cablecar recreational 
dan (Petra photo) 


in Jor- 


Thunderstorms 

expected today 


AMMAN (Petra) — Heavy 
r ains and thunderstorms 
are expected today as a 
result of a low atmospheric 
pressure centred southeast 
of the Mediterranean 
accompanied by a cold air 
mass, according to 
Meteorology Department 
sources. 

The sources said temper- 
atures will drop to a mini- 
mum of 6°C in the eastern 
plains and badia (desert 
area), 7°C in Amman and 
the eastern hills and 12°C in 
Aqaba. 

The sources expected the 
weather conditions to im- 
prove beginning Thursday 
evening. 


Mayo Clinic leam-arrives for medical link up talks 


AMMAN (J.T:) — A visiting 
team from Mayo . Clinic- in 
Rochester, Minnesota, in the 
U.S. Tuesday met with 
Yousef Qousus, director of 
foe Royal Medical Services 
and Ghaifo Shubeilat and 
Jihad Barghouthi of the Am- 
man Surgical Hospital to dis- 
cuss linking the famed Amer- 
ican clinic with foe King Hus- 
sein Medical Centre and the 
Amman Surgical Hospital via 
satellite. 

The link-up arrangement 
give patients of the two 
Jordanian medical facilities 
access to the expertise of foe 
Mayo Clinic in diagnosis and 
treatment without having to 
travel. 

According to Dr. Qusous, 
discussion covered the 
mechanism of the link-up 
which would also entail a 
series of workshops and 
medical seminars, the ex- 



Docton from the Royal Medical Services as 
well as foe Amman Surgical Hospital Tuesday 


meet with a visiting team from the Mayo 
Clinic in the U.S. (Petra photo) 


change of visits by specialists 
and medical consultations. 

The meeting resulted in 
agreement on foe formation 
of a joint committee to follow 
up on procedures and imple- 


ment the required arrange- 
ments. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
had earlier announced that 
he personally provides foe 


funding for the link-up pre 
cess. The King underwer 
successful surgery for cance 
at foe Mayo Clini c in Aueus 
1992. 



Pioneering legal advice bureau reaches out to women 


Ts 4, 
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By a Jordan lines Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In a tiny 
.office, frugally furnished 
£witb a cupboard, a writing 
fdesk, and some simple 
chain, music from a tape 
recorder grates through the 
"'jfcarton-like wall from the 
T kitchen next door and 
lawyer Dia Al Biss takes a 
final look at some files and 
•prepares her bag. 

’ It is 1:30 p.m. , time to go 
Ibome and see her four chil- 
’dren. At 2 p.m. her col- 
league In’ara Asha, a social 
worker, will take Ms. Biss' 
seat. 

Ms. Biss has had five 
clients today, some of 
them, she says “tough nuts 
to crack.” 

In the six months since its 
establishment, the Legal 
Advice Bureau for Women 
in Wihdat, the first of its 
kind in the Kingdom, 
seems to have justified its 
existence, although many 
women still have to get 
used to the idea of talking 
to a stranger about their 
domestic problems. 

“Violence in the family, 
tor instance, is still less of 
an issue here, though we 
•mow ft exists,** Ms. Biss 
says. ‘‘Unfortunately, 
®toy women think that it is 
normal that their husbands 
heat them.” 

The Legal Advice 
Bureau for Women was set 
by the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency 

(UNRWA), but is finan- 
cially independent. It was 
established last March 
Q Pon the request of women 


from Wihdat, with an ini- 
tial donation of JD 15,000 
from foe German govern- 
ment. With this money, foe 
bureau is supposed to oper- 
ate until the end of this 
year. What will happen af- 
ter that, is still unclear. 

“We are drawing up 
proposals to get further 
financing,*’ says UNRWA 
staff member Maha 
Abdelhamid. “but until 
now we do not know where 
foe money is going to come 
from.” 

Female lawyers in Jordan 
started to combat legal illi- 
teracy among women about 
10 years ago, says Asma 
Khader, a lawyer and hu- 
man rights activist who in- 
itiated foe bureau. “We 
started with lectures and 
training courses on 
women's rights here and 
there, and soon the de- 
mand spread around the 
country.” 

Legal literacy classes are 
also part of the' project now 
established at Wihdat, with 
a special focus on young 

girls. 

“The average marriage 
age is quite low here, many 
oris get married at the age 
of 16 or even less," says 
Ms. Biss, “so we try to 
reach them and tell them 
about their rights before 
they enter a marriage con- 

tract- ■ _ s 

The bureau provides leg- 

al and social assistance to 
women daily from 9:00 
a.m. to 1:30 p-m- and from 

2:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

According to Ms. Kbad- 
er head of the bureau, and 


staff members, the bureau 
receives between 5 and 15 
women daily. 

“Women come to us with 
all kinds of problems,” says 
Ms. Biss, “marital ques- 
tions, labour conflicts, con- 
flicts within the family, 
and, above all, financial 
problems.” 

The bureau does not pro- 
vide immediate financial 
aid, but it has been able to 
help in severeal cases be- 
cause, besides her work at 
foe bureau, Ms. Asha is 
employed at foe Ministry of 
Social Development and is 
therefore able to direct 
those who are most in need 
to foe relevant government 
institutions. 

A 52-year-old housewife. 


unemployed women who 
need to work to support 
themselves and their fami- 
lies. 

One such 32-year-old 
school teacher who was 
abandoned by her husband 
after one year of marriage, 
found a job with a private 
school through the bureau. 
Her monthly salary of JD 
60 is insufficient, but the 
job allowed her to be at 
least partly self-reliant and 
helped her to win back her 
self-esteem, according to 
the bureau's staff. 

The bureau's files show 
that most women come to 
the centre because of di- 
vorce issue. Men often are 
unable or unwilling to pay 
alimony to their ex-wives to 


“We do not send anybody away . We 
always try to find a solution 

illiterate and mother of 
five, whose husband was 
paralysed and unable to 
work, learnt through foe 
bureau that her family had 
the right to receive JD 52 
per month from the gov- 
ernment. 

The bureau is also in 
touch with religious welfare 
institutions which help m 
cases where government 
aid is unavailable. The 
single payment (from these 
institutions) usually do not 
exceed JD 30 to 40, “be- 
cause there are so many 
women and families in 
need," says Maha Hushme, 
who works as an assistant 
with the bureau. 

The legal advice bureau 
also ^ries to find jobs for 


help support them and 

their children if any. 

» 

A 23-year-old woman 
left her husband after two 
years of marriage because 
she felt her mother-in-law 
was too domineering. Her 
husband, who earns JD 100 
a month, refused to pay her 
alimony. The young 
woman has a daughter. 

Another case involved a 
husband who went to work 
in the Gulf states soon after 
his marriage. Although his 
wife gave birth to a daugh- 
ter during his absence, he 
did not visit his family in 
two years, nor did he send 
his wife any money, 
although, as foe woman 
claimed, he was earning JD 


1000 a month. 

In both cases, foe bureau 
provided foe women with 
basic legal information and 
then helped them to see a 
lawyer and take their cases 
to court. Both cases were 
decided in favour of the 
women. 

In case a woman or her 
family are unable to pay 
legal fees, the bureau 
directs her to a woman's 
organisation which covers 
these expenses. 

“We do not send any- 
body away. We always try 
to find a solution,” says 
Ms. Biss. 

During November alone, 
foe bureau received more 
than 25 women who had 
been or were about to be 
divorced. According to Ms. 
Hushme, marital trouble is 
often a consequence of 
financial problems. 

“A growing number of 
men leave their wives and 
families because they can- 
not manage to provide sup- 
port for them. In this case, 
the women are often left 
behind without any finan- 
cial means.” 

Many women who come 
to foe bureau are seeking 
employment not for them- 
selves but for their sons or 
husbands, according to Ms. 
Biss. “Mothers often wish 
to find jobs for their sons, 
so they can get married,” 
she explains. 

The bureau's staff also 
try to help women who 
suffer from psychological 
problems. A government 
employee with a degree in 
business administration. 


who after two years of mar- 
riage had not had any chil- 
dren and was abandoned 
by her husband, was subse- 
quently faring difficulties in 
concentrating on and ful- 
filling her work duties. She 
feared being fired, but had 
no one to talk to about her 
problems, “not even her 
mother,” Ms. Hushme 
says, adding that “to come 
to foe bureau and be able 
to talk about her problems 
and fears was a great relief 
for her.” The bureau 
advised the young lady to 
see a pychologist. 

Confidence in the 
bureau’s services has in- 
creased significantly since 
its directors introduced an 
organisational change in 
November, Asma Khader 
says. 

“In foe beginning, we 
had several lawyers work- 
ing here voluntarily, each 
of them coming only once a 
week,'* she says, “but that 
:m did not work out. 
te women who seek help 
at the bureau need a fixed 
person to talk to, to build 
up confidence.” 

Now Ms. Biss and Ms. 
Asha work at foe bureau* 
six days a week. Ms. Biss 
grew up in Wihdat, where 
foe spent 12 years of her 
childhood, and she says: “I 
like foe place.” People are 
very active here.” 

The experience at 
Wihdat has encouraged foe 
organisers to carry out their 
original plan and open a 
second advice bureau soon, 
either in Marka or in Jabal 
Hussein camp. 
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The entrance to the Legal Advice Bureau for Women 
in Wihdat 
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Fire kills 

233 in 

China 

■ 

dance hall 


BEUING (R) — The worst 
fire of China’s 15-year-old 
economic reform era en- 
gulfed a dance hall crowded 
With weekend revellers in 
northeastern China, kflline 
233 people and injuring 16. 
local officials said Tuesday. 

The fire ripped through the 
single-storey hail in Fuxin 
town in northeastern Liaon- 
ing province Sunday after- 
noon, a Fuxin Fire Depart- 
ment official told Reuters by 


telephone. 
He said 


Norway votes ‘no* to EU 


OSLO (R) — Norway re- nei 


He said 233 people — 132 
men and 101 women — died 
in the blaze even though it 
was extinguished within mi- 
nates. 

Most of the victims suffo- 
cated is heavy smoke and 
from poisonous fumes be- 
lieved to have been emitted 
by building or decoration 
materials as the fire gutted 
the 302 square metre budd- 
ing, the official said. 

Firefighters rescued 16 in- 
jured from the blazing hall 
and all were only slightly 
hurt, he added. 

Beijing’s fire fighting 
bureau said the blaze was 
China's worst since a cinema 
fire in northwestern Xinjiang 
province killed more than 600 
people in 1979, the dawn of 
paramount leader Deng 
Xiaoping's march to market 
reforms. 

Many officials blame fren- 
zied and often ill-conceived 
economic development un- 
leashed by Mr. Deng’s mar- 
ket economy for a rapid rise 
in fire accidents during the 
reform era. 

Fictin firefighters heard of 
the fire al 1:37 p.m. local 
time Sunday and reached the 
scene, just two kilometres 
away, wi thin five minutes, 
the local official said. 

Fourteen fire engines and 
S5 firefighters took only eight 
minutes to control the fire 
but that was not fast enough 
to prevent the huge death 
toll. 

"Perhaps die main reason 
why the people could not j 
escape was because of the 
smoke and poisonous 
fumes,” the official said. 
“There was a lot of smoke.” 

It was not immediately 
known if emergency exists 
were adequate or accessible. 
Blocked exists have been a 
chronic factor in high death 
tolls in many other fires in 
China. 

Experts were at the site to 
try to determine the cause of 
the blaze and a high-level 
teem had flown up from the 
fire fighting bureau in Beijing 
to investigate the fire. 

’The whole budding is des- 
troyed except for some of the 
wooden frame and the win- 
dow frames,” the official 
added. 

The single-storey dance 
hail was crowded with people 
relaxing for the weekend. 

The manager, an entrep- 
reneur who rented the build- 
ing from a local government 
work unit, was not hurt in the 
Maze, and was taken into 
custody for investigation, 
officials said. 

Officials declined to reveal 
further details. 

Chinese businessmen in 
search of quick profits are 
hampering government 
attempts to improve fire safe- 
ty standards amid a construc- 
tion frenzy sparked by rapid 
economic growth in recent 
years, the Fire Fighting 
Bureau spokesman said. 

The fire follows a similar 
blaze two weeks ago that 
roared through a nightclub in 
Jilin, capital of neighboring 
northeastern Jilin province, 
killing two people. 

More than 290 city firemen 
backed by 48 fire engines 
took three boors to put out 
the fire in the Yindu Night- 
club. • 

Hie blaze spread to the 
J ilin Municipal.. Museum next 
door, destroying the fossil of 
an 11-metre-long, 63-metre 
(21-ft) tall fossil dating back 
about 70 million years, as 
well as paintings and callig- 
raphic works of the Ming and 
Orn g dynasties (1368-1911). 

The nightclub's owners, 
the Jilin Gty No. 1 Construc- 
tion Company and a Hong 
Kong investor, had ignored 
nre department warnings 
during renovations, the 
Xinhua News Agency said. 

More than 1,300 people 
were killed and 2,780 injured 
in 27,236 fires across China in 
the first nine months of this 
year, according to official fi- 
gures, and an official report 
blamed insufficient preven- 
tion measures. 

The number of fires that 
gutted restaurants, hotels and 
shops had risen from a year 
earlier. No comparative fi- 
gures were available. 


jected membership of the 
European Union (EU) in a 
referendum Monday, choos- 
ing to stay outside the power- 
ful bloc in a bitter defeat for 
pro-EU Prime Minister Gro 
Harlem Brundtland. 

With 96.6 per cent of votes 
counted, computer projec- 
tions said 52.5 per cent of 
Norway’s 3.2-miHion electo- 
rate voted against mem- 
bership and 47.5 per cent 
voted in favour. 

“We now see there will be 
a ‘no’ majority,” a visibly 
upset Ms. Brundtland, who 
had fought hard to persuade 
intransigent voters to say 
“yes”, said on Norwegian 
Televirion early Toesday. 

The Norwegian crown 
weakened Tuesday but Fi- 
nance Minister Sigbjoern 
Johnsen pledged to continue 
a steady economic policy and 
further reduce the state 
budget deficit. 

“This requires that we con- 
tinue a steady course in our 
economic poficy to prop up 
confidence in Norway’s eco- 
nomy so that we secure the 
basis for investments and 
jobs in Norway,” Mr. Johnsen 
said in a statement. 

“Norway has said ‘no’ — 
again,” said a front page 
headline in daily Aftenpos- 
ten, alluding to a similar re- 
ferendum 22 years ago when 
Norwegians rejected mem- 
bership of the then European 
Economic Community by vir- 
tually. the same margin. 

But Norway, by choosing 
relative isolation now that 


neighbouring Sweden and 
Finland will join the expand- 
ing union, “is taking a step 
into tiie unknown," the news- 
paper commented. 

“We have placed ourselves 
on the sidelines of decisions 
that will affect our country 
anyway,” it said. 

Sweden and Finland both 
voted “yes” in the past six 
weeks after Austria voted to 
join die union, which wffl 
have 15 members as of Jan. 1. 

Newspapers agreed that 
die “no” vote was a blow to 
Ms. Brundtland’s position as 
Norway’s dominating politi- 
cian. 

“The result erf the referen- 
dum was a formidable defeat 
for .Brundtland,” drily Ver- 
dens Gang said. “In die next 
few days questions are bound 
to be asked about her person- 
al position.” 

Ms. Brundtland, who led 
the campaign to bring Nor- 
way into Europe, brushed 
aside suggestions she might 
step down as prime minister 
of the minority Labour gov- 
ernment. 

She promised to respect 
the result of the advisory 
referendum which must be 
approved by parliament, 
saying she now faced the 
tough task of seeking to 
maintain relations with Nor- 
way’s main trading partners 
despite being outside the EU. 

Norway’s rejection of the 
EU, long signalled in opinion 
polls, means it will now join 
Iceland, Liechtenstein and 
Switzerland as the only West- 
on European nations outride 


Mine kills 7 policemen, 
misses Indian minister 


NEW DELHI (R) — Maoist 
guerrillas killed nine people 
including seven policemen 
with a landmine in southern 
India Tuesday but missed a 
state minister they were 
targeting, a police official 
said. 

He said the guerrillas of 
the People’s War Group 
(PWG) detonated the mine 
when the lorry carrying the 
policemen approached a .cul- 
vert on the outskirts... ol 
Warangal town, a Maoist 
stronghold in ^And-hra- 
Pradesh state. 

The lorry driver and his 
son were also killed. 

“They were aiming at Mr. 
Nararimha Reddy who was 
following the lorry in a sepa- 
rate car,” the police official, 
heading the anti-Maoist cam- 
paign in Andhra Pradesh, told 
Reuters by phone from the 
stale capital Hyderabad. 

Mr. Reddy, a staunchly 
anti-Maoist minister in the 
state government ruled by 
Prime Minister P.V.Nar- 
asimha Rao's Congress Par- 
ty, is a candidate from 
Warangal for the Dec. 1 and 
5 assembly elections in 
Andhra Pradesh. 

“Mr. Reddy was on top of 
the PWG's hit-list,” said the 
official, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

The PWG has controlled 
vast tracts of forest straddling 
Andhra Pradesh, Orissa. 
Madhya Pradesh and Mahar- 
ashtra states for more than 25 
years. 

The group has called for a 
boycott of the state elections 
in Adhra Pradesh. Police 
have reported mine blasts at 
the homes and offices of 


several Congress sympathis- 
ers as part of the anti-poll 
campaign. 

The PWG Saturday killed 
five top commandos of the 
Punjab police and two civi- 
lians when they blew up a 
tractor with a landmine in 
Karminagar district next to 
Warangal, the police official 
said. 

Police retaliated Sunday by - 
killing rix^usg^ted Maqists, . . 
five in Kanmnagar and one'ih 
Warangal. . . 

Earlier" rSpejts saying 16' ; 
policemen were killed in 
Saturday's blast were wrong, 
the police official said. 
“There was a communication 
problem with the lo'cal 
police,” he explained. 

Andhra Pradesh police say 
they avoid using vehicles for 
fear of getting blown up by 
guerrilla landmines. “I prefer 
a motorcycle if I cannot 
walk.” Warangal’s ‘ top 
police official Sudeep Lakh- 
takia told Reuters last week. 

The state police are wor- 
ried, however, that most of 
some 20,000 paramilitary 
troopers sent this month to 
the Maoist stronghold are not 
familiar with the terrain. 

Meanwhile an official re- 
port said Tuesday Pakistanis 
and Afghans top the number 
of foreign mercenaries fight- 
ing Indian rule in the dis- 
puted state of Kashmir. 

The figures, released m the 
state winter capital Jammu, 
said 222 foreign Islamic re- 
bels had been killed in 
dashes with Indian security 
forces between 1989 and 
October 1994, of whom 97 
were Pakistanis and 89 
Afghans. 


Australia military aid to 
Cambodia prompts wamin 


CANBERRA (R) — Austra- 
lia said Tuesday it would 
more than double its annual 
military aid to Cambodia to 
Australia doBar 8 minio n ($6 mil* 
lion), adding that foe uv 
creased aid is likely to make 
its citizens targets for Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas. 

But officials stressed the 
new military aid emphasises 
training and does not provide 
for weaponry. 

“The package does not in- 
clude the provision of lethal 
material,” Foreign Munster 
Gareth Evans and Defence 
Minister Robert Ray said in a 
joint statement to the Senate, 
the upper house of parlia- 
ment. 

The increased military aid 
prompted Australia to re- 
lease an update of its security 
assessment on Cambodia 
Tuesday. 

“There will likely be a pa- 
rallel increase in the risk to 
Australian civilians who live 
permanently, or undertake 
necessary periodic travel, 
outside Phnom Penh,” the 
assessment report said. 

The Khmer Rouge has 
warned it will target Austra- 
lians if their government con- 
tinues to militarily support 
the Phnom Penh govern- 
ment. 

Canberra came nnder 
domestic pressure to increase 
its military aid to Cambodia 


following the murders of two 
Australian tourists by their 
Khmer Rouge captors this 
year. 

The Khmer Rouge have 
killed six Western hostages 
this year. 

Cambodia’s defence minis- 
ter has said the Khmer Rouge 
could be wiped out within 
three years if foreign govern- 
ments provided Phnom Penh 
with arms and t raining. 

But Cambodia’s neighbour 
Thailand has warned against 
giving arms to the Royal 
Cambodian Armed Forces 
(RCAF) on grounds the 
weapons could fell into the 
hands of Khmer Rouge guer- 
rillas. 

“Hie additional defence 
assistance will focus snecifi- 


the Brussels-based bloc. 

Analysis of the results of 
the two-day referendum 
showed virtually all Norway 

— apart from the capital Oslo 

— had rejected EU mem- 
bership. 

Turnout was a record 883 
per cent, an indication of how 
deeply the issue concerned 
Norwegians, most of whom 
fear losing their independ- 
ence and control of oil and 
fish resources to a distant 
bureaucracy. 

In the Arctic north of Nor- 
way, an average of around 80 
per cent of voters said a 
resounding ‘no’, as did foe 
fishing communities along 
the sprawling coastline. 

Similar anti-EU sentiment 
was encountered in neigh- 
bouring Sweden and Finland 
during their referenda, but 
urban communities voted in 
favour of membership and 
tipped the balance. 

In Norway, pro-EXJ senti- 
ment in the major centres of 
Oslo and Bergen was not 
strong enough to carry the 
vote. 

Anne Eager Lahnstein, 
dubbed foe “no queen” for 
her battle with Ms. Brundt- 
land to keep Norway out of 
the EU, told cheering crowds 
anti-EU sentiment did not 
mean Norway was anti- 
European. 

“We are European, we are 
internationally minded. But 
we are not in favour of un- 
ion,” said Ms. Lahnstein, in a 
reference to Norway’s more 
than 500 years of one-sided 
union with Denmark and 


Angolan 

peace 

commission 

meeting 

postponed 

LUANDA (R) — Angola's 
state radio announced post- 
ponement of a peace commis- 
sion meeting Tuesday, while 
aid sources said they had 
heard reports of isolated 
fighting in central areas over 
the weekend Respite a oease-. 
fire. 

“A ' meeting of the- joint 
commission has been post- 
poned,” the radio said. It 
gave no new date for the 
commission’s first session 
since the government and 
UNTTA rebels signed a peace 
accord in the Zambian capital 
Lusaka on Nov. 20. 

The Joint Political and 
Military Commission was 
established to oversee imple- 
mentation of- the accord to 
end 19 vears of civil war that 
has devastated the country of 
10 millio n people. 

The delegation from Jonas 
Savimbi’s National Union for 
the Total Independece of 
Angola (UNTTA) to the com- 
mission failed to arrive in 
Luanda as planned Monday. 

International aid sources m 
Luanda said Tuesday they 
had heard isolated reports erf 
fighting in central Angola at 
the weekend despite a 
nation-wide ceasefire that 
went into effect on Nov. 22. 

The sources said unidenti- 
fied people Sunday attacked 
the town of Balombo, about 
130 kilometres east of the 
Atlantic Ocean port of Lobi- 
to. 

They said they had also 
beard of fighting Sunday near 
the central city pf Huaxnbo, 
the former UNITA stron- 
ghold captured by govern- 
ment forces in an offensive 
nearly three weeks ago. 
Other aid sources said they 
had heard “confused re- 
ports” of fighting - at two 
towns near Hnambo. 


Sweden which ended with 
Norwegian independence in 
1905. 

Meanwhile, the European 
Union reacted with dis- 
appointment, but not sur- 
prise, Tuesday at Norway’s 
“no” to membership, but 
said foe door remained open 
to Oslo if Norwegian people 
ever changed their minds. 

“We axe disappointed. 
Norway could have contri- 
buted a lot,” European Com- 
mission President Jacques 
Defers told a news confer- 
ence. 

‘The door is still open... to 
our Norwegian friends,” he 
said, adding that the onion 
would want to wait until after 
a planned 1996 review of its 
workings before opening 
talks with new candidates. 

German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl, whose country 
holds the rotating EU pres- 
idency, said he regretted 
Norway’s rejection of Euro- 
pean Union membership, but 
would ensure that the door to 
the union remained open for 
Oslo. 

“I have noted with regret 
the rejection of EU mem- 
bership by foe citizens of 
Norway. Of course the Ger- 
man government respects the 
sovereign decision of the peo- 
ple of Norway. But the door 
to the European Union re- 
mains open to Norway de- 
spite this outcome. Norway 
will still be welcome in the 
future,” he said. 

“I will therefore work to- 
wards further developing the 
relationship between a united 




Anne Eager the lead i ng Norwegian politician 

«gai»wt EU membership, casts her vote in Troekstadt (AFP 
photo) 


Europe and Norway in order 
to keep Norway’s path to the 
European Union open,” he 
added. 


France, which takes over 
foe EU’s rotating presidency 
on Jan. 1 — foe day Austria, 
Finland and Sweden are due 
to join — played down foe 
vote saying Norway would 


now have to live in the sha- 
dow of the group without 
having a say in its running. 

“The Norwegian people 
are running the risk or living 
next to a huge economic 
group whose rules they will 
have to respect without hav- 
ing a say m how they are 
established,” European 
Affairs Minister Alain 
Lamassoure said. 


Sanguinetti wins Uruguay presidency 


MONTEVIDEO (R) i — For- 
mer President Julio San- 
guinetti of the centrist Col- 
orado Party was returned to 
power by a narrow margin 
and said Monday he will put 
regional free trade at the top 
of his agenda. 

“(Our movement’s) elec- 
toral strength is what allowed 
us to achieve this result which 
puts us again in the presiden- 
cy,” said Mr. Sanguinetti, 58, 
who was the first elected 
leader when foe military held 
elections in 1984.' - 


“So as in the past we made . 
a transition to democracy ... 
we now face the challenge of 
spearheading a new transi- 
tion, an economic one, pre- 
paring foe country for Merco- 
sur,” he added m reference 
to the free trade deal in the 
malting with Argentina, Bra- 
zil and Paraguay. 

With about 95 per cent of 
the ballots counted from Sun- 
day’s election, Mr. San- 
guinette had 31 .36 per cent of 
the votes, just over one per 
cent more than Alberto 


Volonte of the ruling centrist 
National Party in Uruguay’s 
closest election ever. 

“Since the country was di- 
vided in three parts, we told 
him he can count on us so his 
government can benefit all 
Uruguayans,” said Mr. 
Volonte, conceding defeat. 

In turn, Mr. Volonte, a 
55-year-old free-market 
businessman, had only a 0.75 
per cent margin over former 
Montevideo Mayor Tab are 
Vazquez of the centre-left 
Progressive Gathering. 


Russian officialliails new ties with Japan 


i ■ 


TOKYO (R) — Russian First 
Deputy Prime Minister Oleg 
Soskovets, with economic 
deals in his pocket to take 
home, forecast Tuesday a 
new and brighter era of rela- 
tions with Japan. 

Mr. Soskovets, the higbest- 
ranking Russian official to 
visit Japan force President 
Boris Yeltsin in October 
1993, said the two countries 
were entering an era of “ba- 
lanced expansion.” 

“Through my talks with 
(Prime Minister) Mnrayama 
and (Foreign Minister) Kono 
I was able to gain confidence 
that Russo-Japanese rela- 
tions will develop into one of 
true partnership,” Mr. Sos- 
kovets told a news confer- 
ence at foe end of a three-day 
stay in Tokyo. 

He said the most Important 
pact was one to establish a 
trilateral committee on trade 
and economic affairs on foe 
deputy-premier level, mod- 
eled on a U.S.-Rossia body 
headed by Vice President Al 
Gore and Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin. 

“This means our countries 
can approach trade and eco- 
nomic matters in a systematic 
manner,” Mr. Soso ko vets 
said. 

Mr. Sosokovets also won 
agreements on Japan’s sup- 
port for Russia’s economic 
reforms, Russia's entry into 


foe world trade organisation, 
and rescheduling of Mos- 
cow’s debts. 

Japanese leaders also told 
him they might consider en- 
larging a $400 milli on loan 
from the Japan Export- 
Import Bank for industrial 
projects to turn armaments 
factories into non-military 
plants. 

On Monday, Japan’s Trade 
Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto 
gave Mr. Soskovets a set of 
plans to sup po rt Rnssian in- 


With foe plans, it hopes to 
help promote Rnssian ex- 
ports, especially in the energy 
industry. 

Mr. Hashimoto also prom- 
ised Mr. Soskovets that foe 
minist ry wo uld reopen talks 
on a *700 million loan for 
Russia’s biggest oil firm 
Lukoil, foe officials said. 

The latest package of eco- 
nomic deals represents 
Tokyo’s first tangible move 
towards stepped economic 
ties with Moscow since Japan 
abandoned its long-standing 
policy of refuting economic 
assistance without the return 
of islands claimed by both 
nations. 

The new policy was 
adopted after Mr. Yeltsin’s 
visit last year. 

In return for the latest 
package, Japanese Prime 
Minister Tonxudn Murayama 


and Foreign Minister Yohed 
Kono received assurances 
that Moscow would not drop 
moves to resolve the thorny 
territorial issue between the 
two countries. 

The islands off northern 
Japan — Kunashiri, Etorofu, 
Shikotan and foe Habomai 
Group — were seized by 
Soivet troops at the end of 
World War II. Russia refers 
to them as the South Kurile 
Islands while Japan regards 
them as Its Northern Terri- 
tories. 

“We have agreed to re- 
solve this (territorial issue) 
on foe basis of law and jus- 
tice, but both tides most be 
very patient,” Mr. Soso- 
kovets said. 

He also agreed to start 
negotiations for a fisheries 
pact covering the disputed 
islands, following a recent 
series of shooting incidents 
by Russian troops on 
Japanese fishing boats. 

Mr. Soskovets said poten- 
tial Japanese investors need 
not worry about Russia's 
domestic political and econo- 
mic woes. "In three to five 
years, our situation will be- 
come very stable,” he said. 

The two governments 
issued a joint press statement 
m which they stressed they 
would pursue a policy of "ba- 
lanced expansion” in both 
political and economic sec- 
tors. 


Taiwan’s big polls debate: Sweet potato or taro 


cally on training,” Mr. Evans 
and Mr. Ray said. 

“No Australian personnel 
will be involved in any sup- 
port or advisory role during 
RCAF combat operations?’ 

Mr. Evans rejected com- 
parisons with foe Vietnam 
War, where the initial in- 
volvement of U.S. military 
advisors turned into full-scale 
military commitment. 

“This is not a fell-scale 
war,” Mr. Evans told a news 
conference. “This is a compa- 
ratively small-scale insurgen- 
cy situation in which foe gov- 
ernment needs to be. 
assisted.” 


TAIPEI (R) — The biggest 
issues in Taiwan's elections 
this weekend are rooted in 
people’s differing attitude to 
two types of vegetable — the 
sweet potato and the taro. 

The sweet potato, which is 
shaped like a map of Taiwan, 
signifiespeople native to this 
island. The taro is an impolite 
nickname for those who fled 
here from mainland China 
around 1949. 

Mainlander or Taiwanese? 

Reunification with China 
or independence from it? 

These key questions have 
been particularly vexing to 
the ruling Nationalist Party as 
it prepares for Dec. 3 and its 
‘biggest electoral test since 
taking power in Taiwan at foe 
end of Japanese colonial rule 
in 1945. 

The native Taiwanese 
majority, which for decades 
of Nationalist rule were 
viewed as a lower class and 
had their language banned 
from public meetings, are 
now finding themselves foe 
ones wooed in a changing 
political order. 


Incumbent Governor 
James Soong, a mainlander 
and leading member of foe 
Nationalists which kept na- 
tive Taiwanese culture under 
wraps, has had to learn foe 
Taiwanese dialect in an 
attempt to win votes. 

But speaking if»pnly hal- 
tingly, he has employed a 
native Taiwanese comedian 
with a lewd routine to enliven 
his' ticket and win the hearts 
of the Taiwanese working 
class. 

The post of governor is foe 
most senior to face election in 
Taiwan, an island of 21 mil- 
lion people which began 
democratic reform after lift- 
ing martial law in 1987. 

People will also choose the 
mayors of the two biggest 
tides, Taipei and Kaohsiung, 
as well as provincial assemb- 
lymen and city councillors. 

“People who are in Taiwan 
are Taiwanese, no matter 
whether they eat taros or 
sweet potatoes/’ President 
Lee Teng-Hui, who is also 
chairman of the Nation alist 
Party, told a rally in support 


of Governor Soong. 

But the opposition Demo- 
cratic Progressive Party 
(DPP) have sought to embar- 
rass the Nationalists by draw- 
ing attention to the fact that 
their roots lie in mainland 
China. 

In parliament this month, a 
DPP legislator approached 
Nationalist Premier Lien 
Chan holding a sweet p o tat o 
in one hand and a taro in the 
other. 

“Choose one. choose 
one,” taunted Chou Po-Lun. 

Mr. Lien said there was no 
difference between them and 
refused to choose. 

On foe issue of independ- 
ence or reunification with 
.China, foe ruling party has 
drawn criticism from both foe 
DPP which apposes the 
Nationalists’ stated aim of 
reunification, and from the 
New Party which says foe 
Nationalists are insincere. 

m 

Independence is a sensitive 
issue, especially because Chi- 
na has said it may use military 
force to retake Taiwan if foe 


island declares independ- 
ence. 

"Bravely cry out the name 
of your motherland — 
Taiwan, about 50,000 sup- 
porters shouted at a DPP 
* n Taipei this month 
-2* New Party accuses 
President Lee of having a 
secret agenda to pursue inde- 
pendence while professing a 
desire for reunification 

Saturday’s elections will 
not decide these issues be- 
rafhse top government leaders 
are not facing a vote. But the 
polls could give a valuable 
pointer on the semini Cnt of 

tnc Taiwanese peonle 

“^ Kii 5 late s ^ debating 
foe identity of Taiwanese or 
Chin«e but not public poli- 
cy:™* « oters " e thc same.” 
said Hu Fo, professor of poli- 
tics at National Taiwan Uni 

vereity and a veteran election 
observer. 

“Taiwan’s identity has 
been ambiguous in the past 
and is becoming a crisis ques- 
tion which seems to outweigh 
everything at these elec- 
tions,” he added. 


British peer 
comes riding to , .r 
Major’s rescue . 

LONDON (R) — A British 
aristocrat renounced hu 
peerage to help out be* 
leaguered Prime Minister 
John Major in a crucial vote 
of confidence on payments to 
Europe. James Donato- 
Hamilton, a member of the 
House of Commons and a 
junior minister in Mr. Ma- 
jor’s government, became^* 
peer when his uncle, thc.EazI ••• 
of Selkirk, died last Tfen» 
day. But under British kw, 
peer with a right to sit in tfe 
(upper) House of Lords can- 
not vote or sit in the (tower) 
House of Commons. Wrtfr * 
slim majority of 14, Mr. Ma- . 
jor needed all the support he 
could find in a Commons 
vote on increased con tribob 
tions to the European Union 
budget after several rebel- 
lious members of his ruling 
Conservative Party 
threatened to oppose him. 
Mr. Douglas-Hamiltoa told a 
news conference Monday he 
had renounced the title, 
allowing him to return to the 
chamber. “This is a matter of ' 
principle.” Mr. Douglas- 
Hamilton said, explaining he 
was driven by a duty to the 
Conservative Party, to the 
people who voted him into 
office and to Mr. Major. 

Uffizi Gallery 
still under repair 
after blast 

FLORENCE (R) — The 
Uffizi Gallery, severely dam- 
aged in a bomb attack that 
killed five people and injured 
50 in 1993. will not felly 
reopen until December 1995, 
its director said Tuesday. 
Anna Maria Petrioli also said 
the bombing, which police 
have blamed on the mafia, 
had caused more damage to 
artworks than- first thought. 
The Uffizi, home to foe 
world's most precious collec- 
tion of Renaissance art was 
closed after the attack. Parts 
of it reopened a month later 
after round-the-clock restora- 
tion work and the West Cor- 
ridor had been due to reopen 
early in 1995. Four of the 
corridor’s rooms with master- . 
pieces by Michelangelo and 
Tintoretto are already open ' 
id 1 foe public but others wilt 
remain closed until Decern- - 
ber next year, Ms. Petrioli 
told a news conference. Ms. 1 
Petrioli, who Monday un- ■ 
veiled the first sculpture to be » 
restored after the bombing, ■ 
said damage to foe museunvs 
art works had been underesti- 1 
mated. In the wake of The v 
attack, museum officials said 
three at works had been des- ' 
troyed and 30 damaged. But * 
Ms. Petrioli said at least 150 : 
paintings and SO sculptures* 
had suffered varying degrees 
of damage. The restored sta- ■ 
fee, of Alexander the Great, ‘ 
had its head and torso se - ) 
vc red when 200 kilos (440 ' 
lbs) of explosives packed into * 
a stolen van exploded on a ‘ 
street behind the 400-year- ■ 
old Uffizi in May 1993. ■ 

Paris Match 
launches 
Japanese edition 

a 

TOKYO (AFP) — Paris' 
Match's first Japanese edition 
hit Tokyo newstands with a 
print run of 250,000 featuring 

— like its French counterpart ! 

— supermodel Claudia Schif- , 

fer on its cover. Paris Match ■ 
Japan, which is almost entire- ’ 
ly a direct translation of the 
Paris edition, will initially * 
appear every three months/ 
but will become a monthly if 
the experiment is successful, i 
editor in chief Patrick Mahe ■ 
said. Distributed by Hachette * 
in Japan, Paris Match Japan, i 
which like its parent is a j 
weekly photo magazine 1 
focusing on celebrities, hopes ’ 
to follow the successful . 
launch of Elle Japan, which - 
also prints around 250,000 1 
copies. In a country almost *■ 
obsessed with French luxury 4 
goods, the advertisers in the ' 
first edition included Lanvin, - 
Van Cleef Arpeis, Yves Saint 1 
Laurent, Lancome. Hermes ' 
and Cartier. ■ 

Art- world figures 
8 r rested over 
Chagall thefts 

PARIS (AFP) — Three 1 
Jrrench art-world figures have - 
been arrested in connection 
*ith the theft of some 50 ** 
paintings from the estate of * 

Russian-born master Marc -» 
Chagall, who died in 1985, 
officials said Monday. Hie 1 ' 
three are alleged to have «* 

been accomplices of the-*. 

rt!st s former governess 
Menskoi, whom they 1 
persuaded to steal the can- * 
fo1 lowing Chagall’s 
al th f a & e of 99. Hieyi 
of having used* 
Pseudonyms to sell at least 40 n 

th Blache paintings ^ 

lhVr n ^ ma H 0nal “ roStrt. « 

mi Mion'* fetch «i “"l' 
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Chechen soldiers (left) and (right) guard PoWs said to be 
Russian army soldiers next to an APC in the vflfrme of 
Asinovka at the Chechen-Russian border. The fWH 
government announced that they recently have captured 


some 70 Rmwetan soldiers while die Russian Defence 
Ministry officially deni ed any military presence in 
Chechenya, saying Hwrf the fighters claiming to be “Rnsshn 
soldiers” most be mer c en a ri es (AFP photo) 
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Chechens down 3 attac king aircraft in Grozny 
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GROZNY, Russia (AFP) — 
Chechen President Dzhokhar 
Dudayev's forces downed a 
fighter plane and two heli- 
copters Tuesday after he re- 
jected an ultimatum to sub- 
mit to Russian rule, a govern- 
ment spokesman said. 

Six Sukhoi-27 planes and 
four helicopters strafed the 
presidential palace, then 
attacked the airport, spokes- 
man Udngov Movladi said. 
The plane and two helicop- 
ters were downed with U.S.- 
made Stinger missiles, he 
said. 

The airport attack killed 10 
people, ail civilians, Interfax 
quoted airport chief Ramsan 
Aliyev, as saying. He said 
between six and eight planes 
bombed the airport, des- 
g the terminal, 
nly one column of 
smoke, apparently from a 
craved aircraft, could be 
seen rising from the city. 

At the airport, a fuel reser- 
voir was oa fire and the run- 
way was pitted with rocket 
craters. Two civilian 
Tupolev-134 planes were des- 
troyed and Mr. Dudayev’s 
lev-134 was 0 %, 


trojran 
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In Moscow, Russian aiw 
thodties said no Russian 
military planes had even 
taken off in the northern 
- Caucasus Friday. 

President Yeltsin, at an 
emergency Kremlin- Security 
.Council meeting, said Tues- 
7 day Chechenya is part of the 
Russian Federation and Mos- 
• cow cannot stand idle during 
the ongoing fighting in the 
separatist republic. 

“Bearing in mind that 
Chechenya is a republic of 
. the Russian Federation, we 
cannot stay aside from the 
bloodshed," Mr. Yeltsin was 
quoted as saying by the 
ITAR-TASS a'gency as he 


opened the meeting. 

^ “Today we must take a 
fin al decision on the si t u a t io n 
in Chechenya,” he said. 

Mr. Yeltsin early Tuesday 
ordered the waning parties m 
Chechenya to declare a ceas- 
efire within 48 hours or face 
“all the forces and means at 
the disposal," of Russia “to 
restore constitutional legal- 
ity.” 

The separatist government 
of President Dudayev is bat- 
tling Russian- backed rebels 
in the tiny, oil-rich Causcasus 
republic. 

The top government brass 
attended the Kremlin meet- 
ing, including Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin, De- 
fence Minister Pavel 
Grachev, Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev and Interior 
Minister Viktor Yerin. 

Also there were secret ser- 
vice chief Sergei Stepashin 
and the speakers of the lower 
and upper houses of parlia- 
ment, Ivan Rybkin and Vla- 
dimir Shumeiko. 

Mr. Dudayev rejected 
Moscow's ultimatum to sub- 
mit to Russian rule or face a 
crackdown Tuesday. 

“Russia has not got the 
-right to declare a. state of 
emergency in CHechenya,” 
he told reporters. 

Earlier, Chechenya’s Fore- 
Minister Yussef Sharase- 
n said authorities “totally 
reject" the Russian ultima- 
tum. “We will fight until the 
last drop of blood. 
Chechenya will never return 
to Russia," he said in a state- 
ment to journalist. 

He also warned that Russia 
will “have another Afghanis- 
tan on its hands'* if Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin fol- 
lows through with his threat 
to declare a state of emergen- 
cy and deploy troops in 
Chechenya if his demands 
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were not met. 

Chechenya has refused to 
sign a treaty making the re- 
public part of the Russian 
Federation and President 
Dudayev — a former Soviet 
Air Force general and veter- 
an of Russia’s intervention in 
anistan — unilaterally 
ared Chechenya indepen- 
dent in 1991. 

The foreign minister, call- 
ing Mr. Yeltsin “drunk" and 
“crazy,” said he had discus- 
sed foe Russian ultimatum 
with Mr. Dudayev. 

“I think Yeltsin was drunk 
when he issued the ultima- 
tum," he said. 

He said Russia last sent 
soldiers to Chechenya three 
years ago, after its independ- 
ence proclamation. “We cap- 
tured them all and sent them 
home without their 
weapons,” he said. “If he 
tries this again, the same 
thing will happen.” 

Mr. Yeltsin “must under- 
stand that if he starts, he will 
have anther Afghanistan in 
Chechenya and across all the 
Caucasus.” 

“The Russian Federation is 
finished," he said. - - 1 11 ' 

The commander of Rus- 
sian Interior Ministry troqps« 
said Tuesday' security ^mea- 
sures at nuclear power sta- 
tions and other strategic in- 
stallations had been stepped 
up to prevent possible terror- 
ist attacks by Chechen mili- 
tants. 

The official ITAR-TASS 
news agency quoted Colonel- 
General Anatoly Kulikov as 
saying he “did not exclude 
the possibility of terrorist acts 
by Chechen militants,” and 
added: “He is especially con- 
cerned over nudear power 
stations and other strategic 
objectives.” 

“According to Anatoly 
Kulikov, Interior Ministry 


troops have stepped up 
guarding of strategic objec- 
tives after the aggravation of 
foe situation in Chechenya," 
TASS said. 

Powerful gangs of Chechen 
mobsters are among the most 
feared criminals in Moscow 
and authorities in the Russian 
capital have not ruled out foe 
possibility of terrorist 
attacks. 

Former Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev said Pres- 
ident Yeltsin bore some 
blame for the fighting raging 
in Chechenya Republic, since 
he had encouraged auton- 
omous republics to push for 
sovereignty during the Soviet 
break-up. 

“The bloody events in 
Chechenya are only a time 
bomb that was destined to 
explode after the break-op of 
foe Soviet Union," Mr. Gor- 
bachev said Tuesday at a 
ceremony to present a new 
book calling for reconstitu- 
tion of the Soviet Union. 

The book, published by foe 
Gorbachev Foundation, is 
entitled The Union Should 
Have Been Preserved. 

Several times before the 
Soviet Union - collapsed ' in 
1991i— Mr- Yeltsin had 
appealed to Russia's auton- 
omous regions and republics 
to “take all foe sovereignty 
you want.” 

At foe time, Mr. Gor- 
bachev had warned such 
advice would “drive foe no- 
tion of sovereignty to an 
absurd level, and lead to 
separatism even within Rus- 
sia,” according to the book 
presented here Tuesday. 

‘Tensions that existed in 
foe Soviet days have turned 
into wars, and foe leadership 
of foe country wfil not man- 
age to resolve this situation 
which threatens to keep get- 
ting worse,” Mr. Gorbachev 
said. 


Russia wants ‘negotiations’ on NATO’s move East 
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MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia 
warned Tuesday ahead of key 
talks on European security, 
against any move which could 
foster a new division of 
Europe, saying “negotia- 
tions” were needed on 
NATO's plans to expand to 
the East. 

Russian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Sergei Krylov said 
there must be “negotiations, 
talks, explanations on posi- 
tions” prior to any NATO 
expansion into the old East- 
ern Bloc. 

i North Atlantic Treaty 
Oqpmzation (NATO) foreign 
numsters are scheduled to 
discuss the issue at 8 meeting 
in Brussels Thursday that will 
be dominated by European 
security topics, notably 


the 


war in Bosnia- Herzegovina. 

The issue of expanding 
NATO will also be raised at a 
meeting Friday by foreign 
ministers from member coun- 
tries of the North Atlantic 
Cooperation Council, the 
body coordinating East-West 
security matters. 

Russia “is not against 
membership of certain coun- 
tries in NATO,” he said. 

But ‘It is not possible to 
broaden the Allan ce in such a 
way that Europe will again be 
divided, with certain coun- 
tries members (of NATO) 
and others thrown to foe 
side," he said. 

Before expanding NATO, 
it is “necessary to thoroughly 
explore" the Partnership For 
Peace programme — the 


NATO initiative launched 
last January to promote milit- 
ary cooperation wrath former 
Warsaw Pact countries but 
stops short of giving them the 
full membership which some 
Eastern Bloc countries have 
been pressing for. 

Since then, 23 countries 
including Russia have signed 
up for the Partnership For 
Peace programme but some 
potential members have 
balked at foe slow pace of 
NATO exp ansi cm. 

Some senior diplomats in 
Brussels meanwhile have 
raised doubts about its actual 
implementation, saying it 
looked more and more like 
an “idea on paper” and had 
not yet been included in 
NATO’s budget. 


Moscow — which has been 
wary of foe programme ■ — 
wants instead to give priority 
to strengthening foe Confer- 
ence on Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe (CSCE), 
which already includes 
NATO members and former 
Warsaw Pact members. This 
is to be discussed at a CSCE 
summit in Dec. S and 6 in 
Budapest. 

Mr. Krylov said the United 
States — which is to offer 
idea at this summit for boost- 
ing foe CSCE's role as a 
forum for peacekeeping and 
conflict resolution — was 
proposing only “rather 
cosmetic" changes, while 
Russia wants foe CSCE thor- 
oughly revamped. 


N. Korea, U.S. to hold nuclear talks in China 
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BEUING (R) — North Ko- 
rean negotiators flew into 
Beijing Tuesday for talks 
with U.S. officials on avert- 
ing any nudear threats from 
foe North. 

“U.S. and DPRK (North 
“ttw) experts will meet in 
Beijing beginning on Noy. 30 
for preliminary discussions 
on the light-water reactor 
project," a U.S. embassy 
spokesman said. 

He said he expected the 
meetings to go on for two to 
three days out declined to 
give further details. 

An official at the North 
Korean embassy in Beijing 
said a team of 10 experts had 
arrived from Pyongyang 
Tuesday fro the talks hut 
refused to give more informa- 
tion. 

The talks, on putting Pyon- 
gyang's promised non- 
mreatening nuclear program- 
me into practice, were ex- 
pected to take place at the 
North Korean embassy. But 
officials on both sides refused 


to comment. 

The United States and 
North Korea signed an 
accord in Geneva last month, 
under which Pyongyang 
agreed to freeze its nuclear 
programme in return for 
Western help and cash to 
build light-water reactors 
which produce less of the 
plutonium that can be used to 
make nuclear arms. 

Washington and its allies 
suspected that North Korea 
had svphoned off nuclear fuel 
from its one working reactor 
in Yongbyon to try to de- 
velop an atomic bomb. 

On Monday, the United 
Nations atomic safeguards 
agency said North Korea has 
halted its- nuclear programme 
and stopped building the two 
nuclear reactors in accord- 
ance with its landmark accord 
with the United States. 

The International Atomic 
Energy (IAEA) said inspec- 
tors who arrived in North 
Korea last week had visited 
atomic sites in the communist 


state and confirmed all work 
had come to a hah. 

The inspectors left Pyon- 
gyang for Beijing Tuesday. 

“The IAEA team visited 
the nudear facilities in Yong- 
byon and Taechon and con- 
firmed that these fadlities 
were not in operation and 
that construction work had 
stopped.” the IAEA said in a 
statement. 

Pyongyang has stopped op- 
erations at its five-megawatt 
nuclear reactor, a reproces- 
sing plant and a fuel fabrica- 
tion unit. It has also halted 
construction of a 50- 
megawatt reactor at Yong- 
byon and a 200- megawatt 
plant in Taechon. 

The IAEA, charged with 
polidng comoliance with the 
nudear non-proliferation rea- 
ty. has said it would like a 
permanent presence in North 
Korea until the light-water 
reactors are built in about 
eight, eight years time. 
Pressure from the West 


and foe IAEA earlier this 
year provoked one of the 
most serious military stan- 
doffs on the Korean peninsu- 
la since the 1950-53 Korean 
War. The accord defused the 
crisis. 

Under the agreement, the 
United States pledged to set 
up an international consor- 
tium with Japan and South 
Korea to help pay for foe 
estimated S4 billion opera- 
tion. 

Apart from building the 
new reactors and dismantling 
North Korea's graphites 
moderated and piuionium- 
produdng plants, the consor- 
tium will pay for oil and other 
energy supplies until foe new 
plants are plugged into the 
elecuidty grid. 

Meanwhile Japan's ruling 
coalition Tuesday dropped 
plans to send a mission to 
North Korea this week after 
receiving negative signals 
from Pyongyang about the 
visit. 


Serbs threaten U.N.; keep up 
assault on Bihac enclave 


SARAJEVO (R) _ Serb 
forces issued fresh threats 
against U.N. peacekeepers 
Tuesday and kept up an 
assault on the Bosnian en- 
clave of Bihac, flouting U.N. 
authority and exploiting divi- 
sions among the major paw- 
ers. 

The Bosnian Serb Army 
(BSA), stepping up pressure 
on the U.N. Peacekeeping 
Force, warned it will shell 
Canadian U.N. soldiers at 
their base in central Bosnia, a 
United Nations spokesman 
said. 

“The BSA threatened they 
would shell the base some- 
time within the next 48 
hoars,” said Major Koos Sol 
in Sarajevo. “All non- 
essential personnel have been 
evacuated from foe base. 
There has been no attack so 
far but we're taking every 
precaution.” 

Serbs have shelled the 
U.N. base in Visoko twice in 
the past week, where some 
800 Canadian soldiers are de- 
ployed 64 kilometres north- 
west of Sarajevo. 

The Serbs have detained 
some 400 peacekeepers in 
Bosnia in retaliation for 
NATO air strikes on Serb 
targets last week. 

Serb authorities had 
pledged to release Tuesday a 
group of British and French 
soldiers in four U.N. convoys 
in eastern Bosnia but BSA 
Commander General Ratko 
Mladic blocked the release, 
U.N. sources said. 

Gen. Mladic's forces were 
on a victorious roll in the 
Muslim enclave of Bihac, un- 
challenged by U.N. offi cials 
who had virtually ruled out 
NATO air strikes to protect 
the U.N. “safe area" of 
Bihac town. 

Fighting continued in the 
suburbs of Bihac Monday 
and '‘foe situation remained 


nave," said U.N. spokesman 
Colonel Jan-Drik Merveldt. 

Supplies of basic foods 
were running low and most of 
the Bihac region had no gas 
or electricity, U.N. aid work- 
ers said. 

In the north of the enclave, 
the government army 5th 
Corps was reeling* from 
attacks by rebel Muslim 
troops allied with Serb forces 
in foe town of Velika Kladu- 


Heayy fighting was re- 
ported inside Velika Kladusa 
and U.N. sources said the 
Bosnian army could lose the 
town to rebel Muslims within 
48 hours. 

The foil of Velika Kladusa 
would open foe way for rebel 
Muslim forces to press south 
and engage the government 
5th Corps defending Bihac 
town from the rear and enter 
foe town instead of the Serbs, 
military analysts said in Bel- 
grade. 

The believe that was one of 
foe reasons why the Serbs 
have not yet entered Bihac 
when they could have done 
so days ago. 

United Nations officials 
were pushing for a local ceas- 
efire and demilitarised zone 
in Bihac. 

The Muslim-led Bosnian 
government, faced with im- 
minent defeat in Bihac, have 
accepted that idea but the 
Bosnian Serbs have post- 
poned their response, Bos- 
nian Serbs sources said. 

The 5th Corps defending 
Bihac town vowed to bold 
out as Serb forces delayed 
their response to the U.N. 
ceasefire call for a second 
day. 

“We expect infantry 
attacks to ensue very soon, 
mostly from the south, south- 
west from the city... we ex- 
pect heavy fighting today, but 
we are not going to give in,” 


5th Corps spokesman Damir 
Midzic told Reuters. “We 
will fight to the very end.” 

The United Nations prop- 
osal would have combatants 
withdraw from Bihac town 
and leave its administration 
to the U.N. forces. 

Scrambling to avoid total 
collapse of the U.N. peace 
effort, the United Nations 
announced its secretary- 
general planned to visit 
Sarajevo Wednesday. 

Boutros Ghali was to meet 
Bosnian President Alija Izet- 
begovic and Bosnian Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic in a 
push for local ceasefire. 

Dr. Ghali will go to 
Sarajevo with “rock-bottom 
conditions” for foe continua- 
tion of the U.N. peacekeep- 
ing mission in Bosnia, a 
senior U.N. official said in 


“These are extremely cri- 
tical days for UNPROFOR 
(U.N. Protection Force),” 
Michael Williams told a news 
conference, bat added: “We 
are not at foe stage of ultima- 
tums yet.” 

The debacle of the govern- 
ment forces has caused deep 
policy differences over for- 
mer Yugoslavia to burst into 
foe open. 

U.S. Senate Republican 
leader Bob Dole, who has 
blamed European inaction in 
Bosnia for foe “complete col- 
lapse” of the Atlantic 
alliance, arrived in Brussels 
Tuesday to meet NATO offi- 
cials to press home his views. 

Sen. Dole set off a new 
controversy with NATO 
allies Sunday by accusing 
France and particularly Bri- 
tain of urging foe U.N. to 
veto U.S. calls for NATO air 
strikes against Bosnian Serbs. 

Envoys of foe so-called 
contact group countries — 
foe United States, Russia, 
Britain, France and Germany 
— visited Sarajevo Tuesday 


after meeting Serbian Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic in 
Serbia Monday to try to sal- 
vage peace efforts. 

Diplomats said the contact 
group mission carried details 
of major incentives to Mr.' 
Milosevic and foe Bosnian' 
Serbs to cooperate. 

They reportedly offered • 
the Bosnian Serbs foe rig ht to ' 
confederation with Serbian- ', 
led Yugoslavia in return fori 
accepting a big power peace 
plan they rejected in August. 

A U.S. diplomat denied 
Tuesday that major powers 
negotiating an end to the war 
in Bosnia would allow Bos- 
nian Serbs the right to have 
confederal links to Serbian- 
led Yugoslavia. 

“I know there have been 
rumours about foe changes in 
foe peace plan. Those are not 
true. We stick to the plan,” 
said Charles Thomas, foe 
U.S. envoy in the five-nation 
“contact group" which has 
drawn up a peace plan to try . 
to halt foe 32-month-old war. 

Mr. Thomas spoke after 
contact group envoys held 
talks with the Muslim-led 
Bosnian government in 
Sarajevo, which has backed 
foe group’s peace proposals. 

The contact group plan 
would divide Bosnia roughly 
in half between the Serbs and 
a federation of Muslims and 
Croats. Bosnian Serb leaders 
have rejected the plan. 

“We insist foat.the map be 
accepted and we believe this 
is a viable plan to achieve 
peace in this part of the 
world,” Mr. Thomas said. 

Diplomatic sources in Paris 
had said earlier that 
Washington had softened its. 
stance and had offered the 
Bosnian Serbs foe right to 
form a confederation with 
neighbouring rump Yugosla- 
via, comprised of Serbia and • 
Montenegro. 


Nepal 
gets 1st 
Communist 
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premier. 

KATHMANDU (AFP) — 
Mana Mohan Adhikari, 74, 
Tuesday became Nepal's first 
Communist premier when 
King [Bireudrai appointed him 
to head a minority govern- 
ment after elections resulted 
in a hung parliament. 

Mr. Adhikari, chairman 
and parliamentary leader of 
foe Nepal Communist Party- 
United Marxist and Leninist 
(NCP-UML), was named 
prime' minister after a meet- 
ing with the monarch late 
Tuesday. 

Elections two weeks ago 
failed to throw up a single 
winner and protracted hag- 
gling did not result in creating 
either a majority coalition or 
an anti-Commnnist alliance 
among opposition groups. 

The NCP-UML won 88 
seats in mid-term elections, 
15 less than the minimum 
needed to command a parlia- 
mentary majority. 

A minority government bet 
came inevitable after talks 
with foe former ruling party, 
foe Nepali Congress (NC), 
failed to find an alliance. The 
Congress, which won 83 
seats, and rightwingRastraya 
Prajatantra Party (RPP) also 
could not agree on a coalition 
to keep out foe Communists. 

Mr. Adhikari will be sworn 
in Wednesday at the royal 
palace. 

In addition to foe pre- 
miership, he will also hold 
foe defence portfolio and 
take charge of palace affairs, 
party sources said. 

Mr. Adhikari has promised 
to pursue free market policies 
and not be “self-centred.” 
He said he will pursue liberal 
economic policies, apart from 
abolishing a wealth tax initi- 
ated by foe NC that caused a 
lot of anger. 

Many people said they did 
not vote in order to defeat 
foe Mr. Koirala government 
because of its apparent in- 
ability to manage the 
bureaucracy and past prog- 
rammes. 

NCP-UML General 
Secretary Madhav Kumar 
Nepal was expected to be 
deputy prime minister and 
foreign minister. Mr. Nepal 
held talks Monday with King 
Btrendra on policy proposals. 

“I put forward the views of 
our party on different aspects 
with the king in a cordial 
atmosphere.” said Mr. Nep- 
al. 

The formation of a 
Communist-led cabinet came 
one step closer to r ealisati on 
when the NC Monday 
announced its inability to 
patch together a coalition 
government with a rightist 
party. 


Quayle hospitalised for blood clot in lung 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
Former Vice President Dan 
Quayle was in stable condi- 
tion Tuesday with a life- 
threatening blood clot in pne . 
lung;’ 1 weeks befofS^he was 
expected to annoimc6 i ’a‘ , rtin' 
for the White’ House. . 

Mr. Quayle, 47, was admit- 
ted to University Hospital 
Monday evening after ex- 
periencing shortness of 
breath at home, hospital 
spokeswoman Pam Perry 
said. His wife, Marilyn, was 


with him in foe hospital. 

“It’s critical that he was 
treated,” Ms. Perry said. 
team of physicians deter- 
mined - be bad a -clot that 
travelled -to his lung.” 

Doctors expect he'll recov- 
er completely, but he's ex- 
pected to remain in foe hos- 
pital for about a week, she 
said. 

The clot constituted a life- 
threatening emergency, she 
said, noting that it could in- 
terfere with respiration. 


Ms. Perry did not know- 
wtJcb lung foe dot was in, 
what caused the clot, or if 
Mr. Quayle has a history of 
heart or circulation prob- 
lems. - ^ 

He was diagnosed with 
walking pneumonia Sunday 
at the hospital’s emergency 
room. 

Mr. Quayle was deemed in 
excellent condition after a 
physical examination in 1989, 
foe year he began his four- 
year term as vice president. 


Elite police force to take over in Karachi 


KARACHI, Pakistan. (R) — 
Karachi’s deputy police chief 
said Tuesday that -1,000 
army-trainea policemen 
would deploy in foe southern 
Pakistani dty this week after 
troops end their 29-month- 
old campaign to stamp out 
lawlessness. 

Deputy Inspector General 
Javed Iqbal said half of the 
total elite force of 2,000 
would move into foe tronbled 
port dty initially. Their com- 


rades would deploy later “if 
need be.” 

“They are as good as foe 
commandos of foe Pakistan 
army,” Mr. Iqbal told Reu- 
ters in an interview. 

Troops sent m to curb 
crime and violence in June 
1992 are being pulled out, 
leaving police and paramili- 
taries in charge. 

The troops' mandate for 
operation clean-up expires on 
Dec. 31 but soldiers are due 


to return to their barracl 
the Malir cantonment are 
midnight Wednesday. 

Witnesses say soldiers 1 
already left most of foe p 
they had been manning 
some remain in easl 
Karachi’s ’ Korangi distric 
flashpoint for factional 
lence. 

More than 560 people ii 
been shot dead and 
wounded in Karachi 
year. 


Balladur proposes ‘three-circle’ 
Europe ; sets out EU priorities 


PARIS (AFP) — French 
Prime Minister Edouard Bal- 
ladur called Tuesday for a 
“three-circle” Europe to 
cope with admission of new 
members to foe European 
Union (EU) and urged 
strengthening of the Franco- 
German alliance. 

He also set out foe key 
priorities for France's EU 
presidency which begins on 
Jan. 1, saying he wanted to 
“give a fresh push to the 
European construction.” 

In an opinion column in 
the influential daily Le 
Monde Tuesday, foe prime 
minister said it was impossi- 
ble for all EU members, 
“whether there are 15 or 
more” to “move forward at 
foe same speed in all fields.” 

Mr. Balladur went on: “It 
is essential that, whether in 
foe monetary or in the milit- 
ary field, the member states 
which are able and willing to 
do so, should associate with 
each other to move forward 
more quickly, while remain- 
ing welcoming” to other 
states who would wish to join 
them at a later date. 

Mr. Balladur said that en- 
largment of foe EU-was “in- 
evitable” and proposed 
“three circles.” 

The prime minister envis- 
aged a “common law” circle 
of ordinaiy members with 
“the vocation to take in all 
the countries of Europe, ex- 
cept Russia, Ukraine and Be- 
larus.” 

There would be a “larger 
circle” taking in states wait- 
ing for membership which 


would conclude economic, 
trade, political, military and 
aid accords with the EU, Mr. 
Balladur said. 

And there would be “smal- 
ler circles” for a limited num- 
ber of countries interested in 
closer cooperation, Mr. Bal- 
ladur said, suggesting “a 
monetary circle" and “a 
military circle.'’ 

The prime minister also 
said the Franco-German 
alliance should be streng- 
thened and adapted to chang- 
ing circumstances. 

He said Franco-German 
cooperation should be 
prompted in all fields, “poli- 
tical, economic, foriegn poli- 
cy and military." 

Meanwhile, Mr. Balladur 
raid during foe day Tuesday 
that he wanted to “give a new 
pish to foe European con- 
struction” during the French 
EU presidency, which begins 
in January when Paris takes 
over foe reins from Ger-. 
many. 

He made the comments 
while presenting his priorities 
for France's upcoming six- 
month EU presidency to the 
French cabinet, according to 
government spokesman. 
Nicolas Sarkozy. 

The top four priorities 
were creating employment, 
promoting European secur- 
ity, affirming the continent's 
identity and preparatory 
work for foe reform of EU 
institutions. 

On the employment issue, 
be said France wanted to 
“promote close coordination 
between foe economic poli- 


cies of foe members states, as 
well as monetary stability.” 

On trade, he said France 
was particularly keen to 
further develop European in- 
frastructure projects such as 
foe TGV high-speed railway 
network. 

He also stressed foe need 
to press ahead with the estab- 
lishment of foe World Trade 
Organisation to replace foe 
General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade as agreed 
in Marrakesh earlier this 
year. 

On security issues, he said 
finding a solution to the Bos- 
nian conflict was a key issue, 
and affirmed French commit- 
ment to turning the Western 
European Union into an “in- 
strument of a common de- 
fence policy, including the 
countries of central and east- 
ern Europe." 

Finally he said France 
wduld press forward with 
preparations for the 1996 in- 
tergovernmental conference 
to plan the next stage of the 
European construction. 

In another opinion column 
in foe conservative daily Le 
Figaro Tuesday, French 
European Affairs Minister 
Alain Lamassoure proposed 
a far-reaching reform of the 
EU. 

The French minister re- 
cently called for an “institu- 
tional revolution” when the 
Maastricht Treaty is revised 
“ 19 ™i s^ng that otherwise 
foe EU would be paralysed 
oy its increasing number of 
members. 
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Journalists or criminals: 


What is the law? 
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THE ARREST and criminal charging earlier 
this week of Abdul Rahman Abonshl, the 
editor of the local tabloid A1 Rasif, over the 
publication of “false information,” and later 
his release on bail, brings to light once again 
one of the main ignominious features of the 
current law on press and publications. What 
had set the c riminal proceedings in motion 
against A1 Rasif weekly was the publication 
of an unsubstantiated report that a certain 
doctor had performed surgery on a patient, 
which resulted in his paralysis. The issue 
here is not solely whether the surgeon in 
question had been libelled and his profession- 
al reputation sullied. Had this been the sole 
concern, there would have been other legal 
avenues available for the complainant to 
pursue in a court of law. What is most 
disturbing in this and similar cases is the 
existing law or practice that permits c rimin al 
prosecutions in situations where civil com- 
plaints would or should do the job. 

. Since Jordan is now aspiring to become a 
full-fledged member of the democratic club, 
it is high time that we applied the minimum 
requirements needed to join, especially in 
matters that concern freedom of the press. 
There is no democratic country on earth, 
that wel'know of, which allows c riminal 
.prosecution of editors or reporters of pub- 
lications for allegedly reporting Incorrect 
news items. Criminal proceedings are con- 
fined to when there is a prima fade case for 
c riminal intent, as it is known that democra- 
tic countries seldom resort to this avenue 
| unless it is absolutely necessary. In the case 
at bar, the norm is to have the aggrieved 
party challenge the veradty of the report in a 
dvfl proceeding and ask for compensation 
from the responsible newspaper commensu- 
rate with the damage that ensued after 
proving the falsehood of the report. This is 
the “civilised” manner of dealing with such 
a problem. 

We cannot, as a democratic state, go 
around arresting chief editors of publications 
or their reporters for publishing allegedly 
fals e information, especially when we are 
doing so on a mere suspicion and without the 
benefit of proving the accusation in an 
appropriate court of law. If our laws are at 
fault for this dearly undemocratic practice 
then we have to take into serious considera- 
tion their amendment, and as soon as possi- 
ble. Otherwise we would simply make a 
mockery of our democratic hopes. 


ARABIC 






AL DUSTOUR daily decried what it called the world 
community's condoning of the massacres committed by the 
Serbs against the Muslims in Bosnia. Nations which brag 
about respect for human rights are witnessing the aggres- 
sors’ using all forms of weapons and brutalities against the 
Bosnian crvlians and watching the human tragedy without 
lifting a finger to help the helpless people, said the daily. 
The paper said that the Serbian aggression continues 
despite the presence of 18,000 U.N. troops who are 
supposed to prevent hostilities, something which prompts 
one to question the reason for the U.N. presence there and 
whether these U.N. troops are colluding with the Serbian 
forces. The U.N. Security Council has in vain declared 
parts of Bosnia as security zones and instructed the U.N. 
troops to carry out the order and protect the civilian 
population; regrettable, by the Serbian aggression is 
continuing in total disregard to the council's orders and in 
flagrant violation of all U.N. and international rules, added 
the paper. The paper expressed dismay at the impotence of 
the Islamic World for failing to come to the aid of their 
Muslim brothers and for foiling to exercise successful 
diplomatic efforts to end the Bosnian people’s tragedy. It is 
regrettable, said the paper, that 1,000 million Muslims are 
unable to do anything to save the innocent lives of the 
Bosnian population. 


FAHD AL FANEK, a columnist in A1 Ra'i, criticised the 
1993 fiscal budget by noting that it provided no articles on 
ways of repaying Jordan's foreign debts and because it is 


relying on donor nations to provide five per cent of the 
budget. The writer said that the figures in the draft budget 

. a. .. . .« ■ — - ■ ■ ■ — — .fc. cLjk 


indicate that the government has been promised JD 390 
million in foreign aid in the peace era to help finance the 
infrastructure and economic ventures, especially in the 
Jordan Valley, but there are no guarantees that this aid will 
be forthcoming. The writer said that the budget should 
have made dear the manner in which the country will 
handle the foreign debts and the way to make repayment of 
■loans. Faoek said that the very positive element in the 2995 
fiscal budget is the fact that the local revenues, estimated at 
JD 1,400 million, will be sufficient to cover current 
expenditure 100 per cent, leaving some surplus to cover 
part of the capital expenditure. 


WASHINGTON WATCH 


By Dr. James Zogby 


The many storms of ‘Senator No 


EVEN BEFORE formally assuming the chairmanship of 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Republican 
Senator Jesse Helms has created an unrelenting storm of 
controversy through his repeated challenges to the Clinton 
White House. 

A hard-line conservative. Mr. Helms has made his mark 
in Washington as one of the most ardent anti-Communist, 
anti-“big government." anti-abortion and anti- 
homosexual, pro-defence and pro-free market politidan in 
the Senate. As such, he is without question the most hated 
and/or revered senator in Washington, depending upon 
one's political leaning. 

As a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Commitee 
since his election in 1972, Mr. Helms has almost always 
placed himself as a member of the opposition. In fact, he 
has so often taken negative positions on issues (even when 
Republicans held the White House) that he earned the 
nickname “Senator No." And as the leading Republican 
member of the Foreign Relations Committee, he has 
created serious difficulties for past presidents — Democrat 
and Republican alike — especially by holding up ambas- 
sadorial appointments either because of his personal 
opposition to the appointee or as part of an effort to force 
the administration to deal with him on other issues. 

On Middle East issues, Mr. Helms has had two distinct 
phases in his career. From 1972 until the early 1980s he was 
not considered a friend of Israel. In fact, in a major policy 
statement issued In 1979, Mr. Helms lashed out against 
undue U.S. reliance on Israel, and argued that the U.S. 
had too many interests in the Arab World to maintain an 
“unbalanced" approach to the region. At the time, analysts 
considered this Helms Middle East policy statement to be 
one of the clearest articulations of a Republican business- 
oriented Middle East position ever issued by a U.S. 
senator. 

But then in the early 19S0s. Mr. Helms became a “born 
again" Christian and recanted his earlier views on the 
Middle East. Some suggested that Mr. Helms' conversion 
was fuelled more bv~the fear of faring a well-funded 
Democratic opponent in 1934 than fear of God. But 
regardless of the reason for the conversion it stuck, and 
since 1984 Mr. Helms has been consistently pro-Israel. 

He has been consistently anti-Palestinian (except in the 
immediate aftermath of the Sept. 13. 1993 signing cere- 
mony). Observers present at the meeting between Mr. 
Helms and Yasser Arafat noted that Mr. Helms gushed in 
his support of Mr. Arafat and even asked for his autograph! 
This, of course, was surprising since Mr. Helms had been a 
leader in the effort opposing the U.S. dialogue with the 
PLO. However. Mr. Helms almost never opposed U.S. 
arms sales to “friendly" Arab states — the one area in 
which his conduct continued to upset pro-Israel groups in 
Washington. 

No sooner had the Republicans established that they 
would control the 1995-1996 Senate and its 3genda than 
Mr. Helms left no doubt that he expected to place his mark 
on U.S. foreign policy. 

Within days of the Nov. 8 elections, Mr. Helms' Senate 
office issued what might be considered the senator's 
"manifesto" of “actions that the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee should take in the next two years." The list 
begins: 

1. The committee must become more aggressive and 
comprehensive in its oversight responsibilities. We must be 
mq;e active in ensuring that Department of State and the 
agencies under the .jurisdiction of the Foreign Relations 
i^mmittefc are carrying, out their responsibilities as re- 
quired by law. 

2. The requirement for the continued existence of the 
Arms Control and Disarmament Agency as now structured 
should be evaluated. 

3. The structure of the Agency for International De- 
velopment (AID) wilt be assessed. Downsizing will be 
made where appropriate. 

4. An evaluation will be made as to why the Foreign 
Seiyice should be under a different set of personnel rules 
from all other civilian personnel in the government. 

5. In the near future, Cuba is going to be a major foreign 


8. Aid funding. We have got to reduce foreign aid. We 
can't afford to give money away, and in the vast majority of 
cases it has been counterproductive. We should look at the 
Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) as an 
alternative. 

9. Best estimates are that the Camp David accords have 
cost us SSO-IOO billion with no end in sight. Syria does not 
want peace with Israel. They want the Golan Heights and 
access to U.S. money. We must have an assessment of the 
Middle East peace process to know what our commitments 
are before the fact. Congress must be more involved in 
what is agreed to before the fact. 

10. There are numerous lesser items such as confiscation 
of property, the role of NATO, appropriateness of U.S. 
contributions to international financial institutions (World 
Bank. IADP, European Bank, etc.) that must be asses- 



sed. 


All of this is consistent with Mr. Helms' world view. He 
does not trust multilateral approaches to foreign policy. He 
is an “American First" politician and is distrustful of most 
international agencies. He is unconvinced that foreign aid 
plays a positive role in the pursuit of foreign policy 
objectives. In public remarks since the issuing of the above 
outline of issues, Mr. Helms went so far as to characterise 
foreign aid as “American taxpayers’ money going down 
foreign ratholes." and going to “countries that constantly 
oppose us in the United Nations." 

The senator shocked many when he decried the Israel- 
Syria peace negotiations as a “fraud" and stated his belief 
that ail the Syrians want is “access to the pocketbooks of 
American taxpayers." And while Mr. Helms has made it 
clear to pro-Israel lobbyists that U.S. aid to Israel is secure, 
these same lobbyists worry that by giving Israel such 
preferential treatment it will create greater public pressure 
and some public resentment towards Israel. 

But it is not Mr. Helms' manifesto or his lack of balance 
on the Middle East that has caused such a firestorm in 
Washington; it is the senator's penchant for verbal bomb- 
throwing. 

Immediately after the election, Mr. Helms hinted to the 
Ginton White' House that unless the White House delayed 
a vote on t he G eneral Agreement on Trade and Tariffs 
Treaty (GATT) until next year, the ‘•administration” 
would get something less than “full and fair" treatment 
before the Foreign Relations Committee under Helms' 


Carolina that the president should be careful about visiting 
military bases in that state. “Mr. Clinton better watch out if 
he comes down here," Mr. Helms said. “He’d better have a 
bodyguard.” While Mr. Helms later characterised this last 
remark as a “mistake." he did not apologise for it. 

Reaction to Senator Helms' series of post-election 
remarks have caused some real embarrassment to Republi- 
can Party leaders. While most Republican senators are 
cautious about publidy rebuking a powerful and volatile 
colleague, they have made every effort to distance them- 
selves from Mr. Helms' remarks. 

But the Democrats have not been so tepid in their 
responses to Mr. Helms’ outbursts. Clearly outraged and, 
at the same time, clearly pleased that Mr. Helms may be 
shooting his chairmanship of the Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee in the foot. White House officials have been quick to 
seize on Mr. Helms' miscues. And in the Senate. Democra- 
tic Senator Christopher Dodd has been extremely out- 
spoken in his criticism of Mr. Helms comments. In 
response to the comment on the danger Mr. Ginton would 
risk by visiting North Carolina military bases, Mr. Dodd 
said: “To suggest on his day of all days. Nov. 22 (the 3 1st 
anniversary of the assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy) that an American president’s life might be in 
jeopardy with a visit to an American military base would 
seem to suggest that Mr. Helms does not know what 
country he is living in." 

And the U.S. military leadership has also been firm in 
rebuking the senator for his implication that the military 
would be anything bht be loyal to the president who, by the 
authority of the Constitution, serves as commander-in- 
chief of the U.S. armed forces. General John Shalikashviii, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff asserted; “I was taken 
aback by the implication that Helms left that somehow the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff and I shared his view on President 
Ginton. Nothing could be further from the troth..." 

In fact. General Shalikashviii went on to describe the toll 
confidence that he and the other members of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff have in the president’s handling of interna- 
tional hot spots. And in response to Mr. Helms' description 
of U.S. involvement in Haiti as “a foolish waste." Gen. 
Shalikashviii responded that it has been a success and has 
the foil support of the U.S. military. 

The major U.S. press outlets have also reacted with 
exceptionally strong criticism to Mr. Helms in the wake of 
his remarks. In one day “The New York Times," the 
“Washington Post,” “USA Today” and the "Baltimore 
Sun,” all called on Republicans to remove Mr. Helms from 
consideration as chairman of the Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee. 


leadership. Mr. Helms' long-time opposition to trade 
agreements that would open U.S. borders to other pro- 
ducts puts him at odds with most other Republican leaders, 
and incoming speaker of the House Newt Gingrich has 
argued that such a delay would cost the U.S. $70 billion in 
trade. But Mr. Helms has kepi up his opposition and is 
working with conservative Democrats to undercut the 
efforts of both the Democratic and Republican leaderships 
to pass the treaty this year. 

More ominous, however, were Mr. Helms' comments 
this past week regarding President Ginton in his role as 
commander-in-chief of the U.S. military. When asked on 
national television whether he thought Mr. Clinton is “up 
to the job” of commander-in-chief, Mr. Helms responded: 
“You ask an honest question; I'll give you an honest 
answer. No, I do not. And neither do the people in the 
armed forces." Mr. Helms added that “just about every 
military man who writes to me” believes that Mr. Ginton is 
inadequate in that role. When asked whether the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff held that view, Mr. Helms said simply: “No 
comment" — implying that at least some in the joint chiefs 
did hold such a view. 

Finally, in an effort to dampen the furore over his 
commander-in-chief remarks, on Nov. 22, Mr. Helms told 
a newspaper reporter from his home state of North 


policy problem for the United States. We should have a 
plan of action for the time when Castro departs. 


plan of action for the time when Castro departs. 

6. The United States' relationship with the United 
Nations should be reevaluated. The organisation (along 
with the peacekeeping role we have now become so 
involved with) is costing us billions. A complete assessment 
should be made. 

7. A complete evaluation of existing and proposed 
treaties should be made. We have been deluged with 
treaties, many of which are detrimental to the best interests 
of the United States. This must stop. 


While this will probably not happen, and Mr. Heims will 
likely assume the chairmanship of the committee, unless he 
commits an even more embarrassing verbal mistake, it is 
clear, however, that the lines have been drawn between the 
senator from North Carolina and the White House in the 
battle over foreign policy for the next two years. 

The president has already firmly staked out his own 
response to Mr. Helms, and his detached and dignified 
tone will probably be the one he uses for the next two years 
when he speaks of Mr. Helms. In his comments about the 
threat from visiting military bases. Mr. Ginton simply said: 
“I think the remarks were unwise and inappropriate." And 
Mr. Clinton went on to note that: “The president oversees 
the foreign policy of the United States, and the Republi- 
cans will decide in whom they repose their trust and 
confidence. That’s a decision ..for them to make, not for 
me.” »i j£, 

But the matter will not end here. The very underpinnings 
of the Ginton administration's approach to foreign policy 
will be challenged by Mr. Helms at every stage. He is 
already demanding an immediate U.S. withdrawal from 
Haiti, he is opposed to U.S. actions to end the arms 
embargo on Bosnia, he is opposed to most foreign aid, and 
opposes U.S. policy everywhere from the efforts to nurture 
a peace agreement between Israel and Svria to GATT, 
treaty. 

The administration will be facing fights on several fronts 
during the two years: The Whitewater controversj will be 
rekindled soon, the presidents budget proposal will he 
seriously challenged in Congress and Republicans will 
attempt to press forward their “Contract with America" in 
the first 100 days of the next session. But inasmuchas those 
challenges were expected and can be prepared for, they arc 
simpler than trying to deal with a lone senator who is 
responsible to neither his party nor the generally accented 
manners of Washington. Jesse Helms' unpredictabilitv and 
his penchant for making irresponsible statements make him 

something more than a thorn in the side of the administra- 
tion. 


How far will army’s 


‘pacification’ go in Burundi tensions surface again 

Klii4iAW Whdvftl* 1 rot Mli*f tamrV^rc eoiH Hlltll find RlininHi'c fire! 1 





i ■: 




i. 


I 


• ■■ 


* * 


Simmering Saudi-Qatari 


By Nicholas Koteh 
Reuter 


MUYINGA, Burundi — 
Burned houses, petrified 
Hutu villagers and first-hand 
accounts of brutal reprisals 
by the military tell the story 
in the hills of northeast 
Burundi. 

The ethnic army is “pacify- 
ing" the population again. 

They also “dean up” and 
“disarm” but whatever the 
euphemism, die result is a 
campaign of repression 
aimed at crushing a nascent 
Hutu armed rebellion before 


it gets worse. 

Foreign aid workers say 
the army, about 95 per cent 
of which is believed to be 
from Burundi's Tutsi minor- 
ity, is using such brutality 
that the policy will boomer- 
ang. 

Tea days ago troops laun- 
ched a disarmament opera- 
tion in the hills between 
Musenyi and Karuzi after 
shots were fired at a patrol. 

“We had first-hand reports 
that about 50 villagers were 
killed, including children. 
When the soldiers cannot 
find suspected rebels they kill 
or wound the innocent," said 
a catholic priest living in the 
area. 

“They are creating an even 


ket, relief workers said. 

“The worst is when the 
soldiers are drunk and they 
are drunk pretty often," a 
senior relief agency source 
said. 

Hundreds of aid workers 
with U.N. and non- 
governmental organisations 
are on the mound helping at 
least 800,000 refugees and 
displaced people in Burundi. 

They dislike what they see 
but almost all have orders 
from their head offices not to 
speak out publicly on the 
worsening conflict and its 
train of gross human rights 
abuses. 

African military observers 
m a 46-officer mission sent to 


Burundi last year by the 
Organisation of African Uni- 


bigger problem and starting 
another cvcle of hatred and 


another cycle of hatred and 
vengeance,” be said. 

In mid-October, furious 
soldiers who found no arms 
or rebels in the village of 
Bugpnyczi randomly slaught- 
ered 23 civilians in the mar- 


Organisation of African Uni- 
ty (OAU) are mines of in- 
formation about the security 
crisis. 

So far, the OAU officers' 
insights remain secret, even 
though they assess damage 
and fatalities after the army 
operations. 

The spectre of this year's 
genocide in Rwanda is partly 
behind the wall of the silence 
by international agencies in 
Burundi, Rwanda’s neigh- 
bour with the same exploswe 
mix of minority Tutsis and 
majority Hunts. 

Senior aid sources estimate 
many hundreds of Burun- 
dians have been killed in the 
past few months by the army, 
by Hutu gunmen or by dis- 
placed Tutsi villagers. 

At least 50,000 died in 
ethnic blood-letting after 
Tutsi army extremists assas- 
sinated Melchior Ndadaye, a 


Hutu and Burundi's first 
democratically elected presi- 
dent, in October last year. 

By Rwandan standards, 
the toll is still low and both 
the government and its fore- 
ign advisers fear that any firm 
measures to detribalise the 
Tutsi army will provoke a 
bloodbath. 

In Muyinga, 200 km from 
the capital Bujumbura, a 
band grenade costs only 250 
francs (one dollar), residents 
say. Increasingly, Hutu villa- 
gers are buying them as well 
as modem firearms for pro- 
tection or to attack isolated 
army positions. 

Burundi's former interior 
minister, Leonard Nyango- 
ma, has declared war on the 
army from his exile in Zaire. 
His claims to have 30,000 
Hutus under arms are dismis- 
sed as wildly exaggerated but 
for the first time in Burundi's 
history of ethnic violence, the 
cowed Hutu majority could 
become a military threat to 
the 17, 000-strong armed 
forces. 

“It is better to have one 
army than no army or two 
armies," said Ahmedou Ould 
Abdallah, U.N. special rep- 
resentative in Burundi, “be- 
cause the army is the only 
guarantee for die Tutsis and 
ruled the country for so many 
years, we cannot ignore it. I 
have to be more practical," 
he said in an interview. 

Mr. Abdallah’s pragmat- 
ism is shared by many west- 
ern diplomats. France main- 
tains some 20 military in- 
structors working with the 
army. 


By Youssef Azzneh 
Reuter 


DUBAI — Simmering ten- 
sions between the Gulf Arab 
state of Qatar and giant 
neighbour Saudi Arabia 
came to the surface again thk 
week when the small oil pro- 
ducer boycotted a meeting 
of a Saudi-dominated region- 
al allian ce 

Diplomats in the Gulf said 
it was too early to say if the 
new tensions would develop 
into a full-blown crisis that 
could rock the 14-year Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
ahead of its annual summit 
due to be held in Bahrain on 
Dec. 19. 


“I don’t think either side 
would want to see a full 
crisis," one western diplomat 
said, adding that they had 
always stepped back from the 
brink in the past. 

“It is such a sensitive re- 
gion, I don't think anyone 
would want to see it destabil- 
ised," said another. 


Qatar's representative 
failed to attend the opening 
of a meeting of GCC interior 
min isters on Sunday which 
was to prepare a Gulf-wide 
security pact for approval by 
the summit of heads of state 
of Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

Qatari officials earlier told the 
GCC that they were asking for 
an official Saudi explanation 
of five incidents this year 
between Saudi coast guards 


and Qatari civilian boats, the 
London-based newspaper A1 
Hayat reported on Sunday. 

Border tensions between 
Saudi Arabia and Qatar, a 
peninsula that just into the 
Gulf like a thumb from the 
Saudi mainland, threatened 
to derail a GCC summit two 
years ago before Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
stepped in to smooth differ- 
ences. 

His intervention was cru- 
cial to save the meeting of the 
show-piece organisation that 
serves to underline Saudi 
political and economic domi- 
nance of a strategic region 
that controls 46 per cent of 
the world's proven reserves 
of crude oil. 

The six states see their 
solidarity as vital in the face 
of enemies like Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein in the 
north and historical rivals like 

non- Arab Iran across the 
Gulf. 

Mr. Mubarak mediated an 
agreement to demarcate the 
disputed border between the 
two countries before the emir 
of Qatar, Sheikh Khalifa Bin 
Hamad A1 Thani, would 
agree logo to the December 

M GCC “ mmit ” Abu 

The two neighbours, both 
members of OPEC, have, 
however, failed to cany oui 
demarcation, which was 
supposed to be completed in 
fycar. because they could 

5 °* lt ^ould be 

^ whom, ft, dipto. 

Sa “‘i Arabia has eonsis- 


tently played down the differ- 
ences with Qatar and Saudi 
Interior Minister Prince 
Nayef said on Sunday inci- 
dents like those reported fey 
A1 Hayat would be handliM 
bilaterally between the tro 
states. 

- < hp^° mat s said maver- 
ick Qatar. which has shown 4 
an increasing tendency to dis- 
tance its policies from those 
or its dominant neighbour, 
might escalate the crisis if no 
quick solution is found. 

The 1992 crisis appears to 
nave been more serious, trig- 
gered by a border dash in 
which three people died It 
was not dear if this year’s 
incidents m sea involved any 
casualties. * 

Qatari boycotts of GCC 
meetings, where unanimity is 
5* huiltup tensions 

“*. a , d 1992 summit and 

. <Jiplomatsi said thev 
would be watching to sec i’f. 
Doha stays away from more 
JjCC meetings ahead of the 
December summit. 

They said that Qatari 

ministers had attended mcet- 

55 f° f eign finance 

and trade ministers in the 
past few weeks. 

differences then were 
HS 1 ** 6 ? ^ a «ri ‘‘reserva- 
Wcrc apparently 
: ° : ir ‘ ua lly all dea- 
, 24 hy those minis- 

nHhii ■P'ii thcse were no: 
iL* tirae - 

Hesters are due 

rw C i C -i a ^ JUn in Bahrain on 

V ■ days before the 

summit opens. 
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Jordan dismisses report 

(Coadniied from page j) 


der,” Rose A! Yousef said 
“The Iraqi authorities 
don’t even bother to hide the 
fact that these are murders 
and promptly attribute them 
to armed Iraqi bands,” 
According to Foreign 
Ministry figures cited by the 
-nper, the bodies of 6300 
"""■ttians have been repatri- 
— from Iraq since 1986. 
Most of the estimated two 
mSlioR Egyptian workers in 
Iraq in the 1980s returned 
home after Iraqi troops in- 
vaded Kuwait in August 
1990, sparking the Gulf ensis. 

Ambassador Mr. Qadi 
categorically denied the re- 
port, saying that the Jorda- 
nian embassy in Cairo was in 
continuous contact with the 
Egyptian authorities through 
the ministries of foreign 


affairs and labour and the 
Eg yptian embassy in Amman 
to verify the accuracy of such 
accusations. 


• a 


Egyptian citizens and 
rs live ii ” 


"filters live m Jordan among 
tbeir kinsmen and people ana 
are enjoying the respect and 
| ov ^ °f their Jordanian 
brothers.” Mr. Qadi said. 

Egyptian workers are gov- 
erned by a labour agreement 
renewed by both Jordan and 


Egypt last Septem 
>f the n 


meetings 

■ , »■« - naM i i i k kig UI 

labour of the two countries, 
he noted. 

Mr- A1 Qadi said the 
embassy was ready to present 
the necessary doaunents to 

refute accusations and false 
claims. 

He added that a large num- 
ber of Egyptians live in Jor- 
dan and it was natural that 
some of them die from natu- 
ral causes. 


Israelis seal 3 homes 


(CeatJnned from page 1) 


said. 

Mr. Najib expressed regret 
that the kidnapping ended 
with Waxman’s death. 


“We ask for forgiveness 

rami 


19 


from the Waxman family, 
he said. 

Israel has said it received 
no serious offer from the 
Islamic Residence Move- 
ment, Hamas, which claimed 
responsibility for the kidnap- 
ping, to negotiate terms for 
Waxman’s release. 

The prosecution alleged 
that Mr. Yamur disguised 
himself as an orthodox Jew 
— wearing a beard and a 
skullcap — to lure the hitch- 
iking Waxman into the kid- 
nappers’ car in central Israel. 

It said Mr. Najib provided 
the keys to the house in the 
occupied West Bank where 
the soldier was held and deli- 
vered food to the three kid- 
nappers, who were killed in 
the Israeli commando raid. 

Both of the accused, the 


indictment said, belonged to 
the military wing of Hamas. 

Police shot and wounded 
two suspected Palestinian car 
thieves near Tel Aviv on 

Tuesday, Israel's police chief 
said. 

' “I do not see any connec- 
tion to guerrilla activity at 
this moment. It is simply car 
theft,” Inspector-General 
Assaf Hefetz told army radio. 

He said police opened fire 
in the Tel Aviv suburb of 
Bnei Brak at a car carrying 
three Palestinians from the 
West Bank who ignored 
orders to stop and drove 
away at high speed. 

Two of the Palestinians 
were wounded and taken to 
hospital, where doctors said 
they were in critical condi- 
tion. The third man, who was 
unhurt, was arrested. 

Palestinian police have re- 
leased over the last week 
most of the 150 Islamic Jihad 
members detained after a 
suicide bomber killed three 
Israeli soldiers, the group 
said Tuesday. 


Rabin wants ‘separation’ 


(Ceotfauied from page 1) 

she, who complained that 
Mr. Rabin only met with 
settler leaders during his tour 
and ignored a month-old re- 
quest from Palestinian offi- 
cials to see him. -f. 

“I guess he does not care 
about a whole city that is 
suffering daily from his 
troops and settlers. It is time 
for him to be more realistic 
and practical,” the mayor 
said. 

Mr. Rabin said he under- 
stood the settlers’ concerns 
about security given the num- 
ber of attacks carried out 
against them, but said peace 
talks with the PLO must not 
stop. 

"We will do our utmost to 
fight them (the fundamental- 
ists) without giving them the 
victory they want, the cessa- 
tion of the peace process,” 
Mr. Rabin said. 

Since the first Israel-PLO 
accord was signed in Septem- 
ber 1993, bloodshed has 
claimed 93 Israelis and 187 
Palestinians. 

There was heavy security 
throughout Mr. Rabin's visit 
to Hebron, the first since the 
mosque was reopened to 


both Muslims and Jews on 
Nov. 7, six months after the 
massacre there. 

Mr. Rabin entered through 
the Jewish side and exited 
from the Muslim. The build- 
ing, holy to both faiths as the 
resting place of foe Patriarch 
Abraham and his family, has 
been divided between them 
and fitted with metal detec- 
tors and closed circuit televi- 
sion cameras. Both groups 
complain their allotted space 
is too small. 

Hebron, where 450 Jews 
live wedged in among 
110,000 Arabs, has been the 
site of some of the bloodiest 
violence between the two 
groups. On Sunday extrem- 
ists claimed responsibility for 
the latest slaying after a rabbi 
was shot dead just south of 
foe city. 

Israel and the Palestinians 
are to begin to start negotiat- 
ing next week on transferring 
control of West Bank terri- 
tory to foe self-rule govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Rabin said Monday 
that he would not abandon 
any settlements, but he said 
settlers had urged him to 
consolidate some of foe 125 
settlements in foe West Bank. 


Donors meet in Brussels 

(Continued from page 1) 


Israeli -occupied territories, 
half in grants and half in 
loans, for the period 1994-98. 

Washington has pledged 
S500 million for five years 
and Tokyo $200 million over 
two years. 

In a statement Monday, 
the EU stressed its desire to 


help, but added that foreign 


aid "can only be com- 
plementary to the efforts of 
the parties concerned.” 

It called for more dona- 
tions from Arab states and 
urged Palestinians and 
Israelis to better implement 
their accord allowing Palesti- 
nian workers and products 
access to Israel. 


[srael, Syria stiffen stands 

(Continued from page 1) 


Jam 


1 


rnuaiy. 

But Mr. Ginton refused to 
' elaborate and his stinging de- 
■ feat by foe Republicans has 
, now cast doubt over U.S. 
■' willingness to guarantee a 
treaty by sending peace 
; troops to the Golan. 

For Israel, foe European 
Union's lifting Monday of an 
eight-year embargo on arms 

• safes to Syria came as another 

• reversal. 

“What should be lifted is 
the embargo on negotia- 
■ - tions,” Mr. Peres said. “If 

- the Syrians want peace why 
do they want army?" 

i He recalled that the United 
States had still not taken 

- Syria off its list of states 
-i -sponsoring “terrorism.” 

A state of emergency de- 
; creed in 1963 is still in force 
in Syria where constitutional 
v rights are suspended and 
arbitrary arrests the norm, 

• Mr. Peres added. 

1 To add to Mr. Rabin’s 
3 problems, leaders of foe 
13,000 Golan settlers told 
v him they would step up their 
i “democratic struggle’’ 
; against withdrawal from foe 
strategic plateau Israel seized 


in foe 1967 Middle East war. 

The struggle included 
trying to bring down foe gov- 
ernment, which has offered 
Syria a partial withdrawal in 
return for a peace treaty. 

Mr. Christopher’s forth- 
coming visit will be for three 
days, the State Department 

said Mod nay. 

Mr. Christopher will hold 
meetings with Israeli and Sy- 
rian leaders beginning next 
Tuesday but “his itinerary 
beyond that is not clear. 
State Department spokesman 
Michael McCurry told a 
briefing. 

The secretary of state was 
scheduled to travel to NATO 
hea do turners in Brussels for a 
meeting on Thursday and Fri- 
day of NATO foreign minis- 
ters that was to locus on 
Bosnia and expansion of the 
security alliance. 

Mr. Christopher was to 
spend Saturday in Brussels to 
hold bilateral meetings with 
officials from the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion, Mr. McCarty said. 

He then heads to Budapest 
to accompany President Clin- 
ton a t foe summit meeting of 
the 52-nation Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 

Europe (CSCE). 


Titanic to Estonia — ship safety agency battles the waves 


By Natasha Brown 

Renter 


LONDON — When the Tita- 
nic struck an Atlantic iceberg 
and sank in 1912 with the loss 
of 1,500 lives, world maritime 
powers drew np a convention 
to set standards for safety at 


The same convention is 
stiD in force but could see 
major revisions after the fer- 
ry Estonia capsized in stormy 


upsized 

seas in late September, kill- 
ing more than 900 passengers 
and crew. 


“Every time a ship goes to 
sea there’s always the possi- 
bility of something happening 
to it,” said William O'Neil, 


tary-general of foe In- 
ttional Mari 


ternationa) Maritime Orga- 
nisation (IMO), the U.N. 
agency set up in 1948 to 
oversee maritime issues. 

“But what we're really 
doing is minimising the risk 
— or maximising the safety 
factor,” be told Reuters. 

The O rig i n a l Safety of Life 
at Sea (SOLAS) convention 
was adopted in 1914 after the 
British government proposed 
an international conference 
following the Ti tanic disaster. 

The convention introduced 
new international require- 
ments for safety of navigation 
for all merchant ships, provi- 
sion of watertight and fire- 
resistant bulkheads or divid- 
ing walls inside ships and 
lifesaving and firefighting 
equipment requirements. 

Since then foe SOLAS 
convention has been revised 
and amended, the IMO 
hosted its first SOLAS con- 
ference in 1960 and the con- 
vention was rewritten to ex- 
tend many safety measures to 
cargo as well as passenger 
ships. 

The latest version dates 
back to 1974 with a series of 
amendments adopted in later 
years. 

This year foe Maritime 
Safety Committee of foe 
IMO, which meets from Dec. 
5-9 in London, is expected to 
begin discussing amendments 
to the chapter on roll-on roll- 
off (Ro-ro) ferries, in the 
wake of foe Estonia disaster. 

The issue is not new. Ro-ro 
safety standards were raised 
in 1988 after foe Herald of 
Free Enterprise capsized in 
the .channel in 1987, killing 
193 people when a bow gpor 
was left open. 

Mr. O'Neil has ordered an 
investigation into all aspects 
of Ro-ro safety including the 
introduction of bulkheads to 
divide up foe vast expanse of 



Anchor chains, winches and capstans can be seen in this photo of the doomed luxury Titanic lying on the bottom of the Atlantic 'Ocean off 
Newfoundland. The ship, which sank in 1912, was photographed by remote controlled sleds 


car deck, where a relatively 
small amount of water mov- 
ing about can capsize a ferry. 

“These ships are designed 
not to have water and are 
very unstable should water be 
present,” Mr. O’Neil said, 
adding that up to now the 
ferry safety question had cen- 
tred on foe issue of prevent- 


ing water getting on to foe 
deck. 


vehicle 

"Now we are talking about 
water that is there either 
through casualty, as in the 
case of the Estonia, or 
through management, as with 
the Herald of Free Enter- 
prise,” he said. 

Femes are not the only 


safety issue to concern foe 
IMO. 

The Institute of London 
Underwriters, which repre- 
sents foe marine and aviation 
insurance market, said in 
October that some 330 sea- 
farers had lost their lives at 
sea so far during 1994 on 74 
cargo ships and tankers, be- 
sides the more than 900 killed 
on foe Estonia. 

Dry bulk carriers, which 
transport goods such as iron 
ore, coal and wheat, attract 
less publicity when they are 
lost than femes — which may 
result in large numbers of 
casualties — or oil tankers — 
which may cause dramatic 


pollution. 

“I am very concerned ab- 
out bulk carriers, particularly 
the ones involved m the iron 
ore trade — they seem to be 
foe ones suffering most of foe 
casualties,” Mr. O’Neil said. 


mg and unloading these large 
ships and corrosion of the 
steel plates is thought to have 
contributed to some losses. 


at* 


The IMO is targeting ships 
buOt in the 1980s of “high 
tensile” steel for stricter 
annual surveys. ^The steel is 
as strong as traditional mild ‘ 
steel but thinner and there- 
fore cheaper per ship. High 
tensile ships are thought to be 
potentially more risky be- 
cause the steel can corrode 
more rapidly. 

Stresses caused when kjad- 


‘You’re in a period when 
these ships are beginning to 
show signs of fatigue,” Mr. 
O’Neil said. 


Mr. O’Neil. 

The IMO’s Maritime Safe- 
ty Committee will also be 
discussing amending the 
agency’s training standards 
convention to try to eliminate 
foe main cause of shipping 
accidents — human error. 


One problem for safety 
standards is that ships are 
rarely t built td ■ a standard 
design^ " unlike aircraft whe re - 
an accident can Immediately 
be followed by safety checks 
on all planes from foe manu- 
facturer. 

“With ships, every one is 
unique so you can’t have the 
same kind of approach,” said 


u 1 


‘Just getting foe training 
standards convention up- 
graded .doesn’t take .care of 
all foe’^ntijian error, d ’ ; Mr. 
O’Neil smdC But he-jadded 
that it did set foe required 
levels of competence. 

A survey of accidents by 
marine ships insurers found 
60 per cent of accidents were 
caused by human error. 


Jesulin rewrites Spain’s 


bullfight record book 


By Robert Hart 
Reuter 


MADRID — At the end of 
another bullfighting season in 
Spain, addicts of the "nation- 
al fiesta” are still reeling from 
the impact of a slim, 20-year- 
old matador who has rewrit- 
ten the record books. 

Jesus Janeiro, from foe 
Andalusian town of Ubrique, 
who fights under the name of 
Jesulin de Ubrique, has at 
least in statistical terms put 
the exploits of even the 
legendary Manuel Benitez 
“Ei Cordobes” in the shade. 

And he has done it with a 
flamboyance and extrava- 
gance of style which has split 
the bullfighting fraternity, 
winning thousands of fans 
among the young and espe- 
cially among women but 
offending many purist "afi- 
cionados.'’ 

While Spain's baltfighters 
are wintering lucratively in 
foe arenas of Mexico and 
South America, pundits at 
home still pore incredulously 
over Jesulin's record this 
year. 

In foe seven-month season 
from March to October the 
extrovert Jesulin. a lover of 
horse-riding and hunting, 
fought in 153 "corridas”, the 
traditional bullfight in which 
three matador fight and kill 
two bulls each. 

This beat, by no less than 32 
the previous record of 121 
corridas set by El Cordobes 
in 1970. 

In the process he was 
awarded 339 ears, the token 
of recognition of a particular- 
ly fine performance conceded 
■by the president of the 
-bullring according to the 
strength of approval shown 
by the spectators. 

To achieve his record. 
Jesulin appeared in all the 
major festivals in big centres 
such as Madrid. Seville and 
Pamplona, and also travelled 
relentlessly to appear in cor- 
ridas in small towns all over 
the country. 

As the season developed 
and his reputation grew, his 
style became more and more 
flamboyant/ 


He began to concentrate 
on crowd-pleasing gestures 
such as performing passes on 
his knees, facing the bull and 
putting his hand on its fore- 
head. kneeling with his back 
to a bull barely two metres 
away and bending to kiss the 
bull's horn. 

In a welter of interviews in 
newspapers and magazines, 
his words were as extravagant 
and sometimes inflammatory 
as his actions in the bullring. 

— “I believe the time has 
come for a revolution and to 
offer a spectacle. I don't 
know if I will do well or badly 
in the ring, but what is certain 
is that no one will be bored." 

— ‘To smile ar a bull when 
you have him in front of you 
is like presenting a flower to a 
beautiful woman.” 

It was with women that 
Jesulin made his biggest 
mark. His lean body encased 
in the tight-fitting.' sequined 
"suir of lights" and his angu- 
lar, slightly urchin face and 
stubbly haircut drew them in 
their thousands to his fight. 

In recognition of his charis- 
ma with foe opposite sex, he 
staged a special bullfight just 
for women spectators in the 
historic town of Aranjuez. 
south of Madrid, in October. 

More than 8,000 ecstatic 
women packed foe Aranjuez 
“Plaza de Toros" to see Jesu- 
lin. clad in all white, dispatch 
the usual six bulls and then a 
seventh as an encore. Hu*, 
ers and items of underwear 
rained down from the stands 
as the far from reluctant hero 
traded kisses with his most 
ardent admirers at the end. 

The bullfighting establish- 
ment was scandalised by what 
it saw as a degrading specta- 
cle unworthy of one of 
Spain's great traditions, 
which is reported on the arts 
pages of newspapers along- 
side music ami dance rather 
than as sport. 

The views of one Madrid 
aficionado of more than 40 
years were typical. 

"Boys like him are •char- 
iots' — tike Chaplin. Bull- 
fighting is a serious matter. 
The bull is a serious animal 
and should be respected. "It 


is fine by me if he makes 
loads of money, but I don't 
like to see bullfighting turned 
into a joke,” he said. 

Jesulin was also in trouble 
with the bullfighting author- 
ities more than once. 

On Sept. 14, when he 
fought his record-breaking 
122nd corrida in foe south- 
eastern town of Albacete, he 
did not kill his second bull as 
a personal gesture to mark 
foe record. 

His manager Manuel 
Morilla was obliged to try to 
placate the local powers 
angry at this breach of bull- 
fighting etiquette by claiming 
Jesulin dia not hear three 
trumpet fanfares which warn 
foe matador that he has ex- 
ceeded foe time limit for 
different phases of the 
. spectacle. 

And at the end of his last 
corrida of the season, in San- 
lucar de Barrameda near 
Cadiz, he allowed his mana- 
ger into the ring to make a 
few passes at foe final bull. 

Mr. Morilla was knocked 
over and narrowly avoided a 
serious goring and both be 
and Jesulin face a heavy fine 
by the regional civil govern- 
ment. 

In terms of publicity, Jesu- 
lin had only one serious rival 
in foe past season — 22-year- 
old Vaiencian Enrique 
Ponce, his complete opposite 
in almost every way. 

Reserved, stylish, classical. 
Ponce won frequent eulogies 
for his elegant cape work and 
mastery with foe sword. 

The only personality trait 
he and Jesulin have in com- 
mon is a love of motorcycles 
and Ponce does not hide his 
dislike of the aggressive 
Andalusian's style. 

“The only thing which 
might bother me would be a 
bullfighter who had my style. 
For that reason I can say that 
Jesulin does not hurt me. and 
I don’t hurt him." he said. 

"Sometimes I ask myself 
how anyone can fight like 
that. I would be ashamed.” 

Jesulin's response is char- 
acteristically blunt: “Ponce 
has not got what it takes to 
fight bulls like I do. 


Predators close in 


on Russian press 




By Vanora Bennett 
Reuter 

MOSCOW — It's been four 
years since the Russian press 
won its freedom from Soviet 
censorship. But as the heady 
days of liberal democracy 
give way to a more familiar 
order, editors are wondering 
how much longer it will last. 

"No-one will talk about 
this subject now. and do you 
know why? Out of fear. Fear 
for themselves, fear for their 
families. People are being kil- 
led for that- son of thm£.” 
one young reporter, speaking 
off the record, told Reuters. 

Many of journalists are 
already scared. 

Last month, an investiga- 
tive reporter was blown to 
pieces in his newsroom when 
the suitcase he thought con- 
tained documents proving 
army corruption turned out 
to be a bomb. He was 27. 

How did officials react? 
Without marked sympathy. 
As thousands of liberal intel- 
lectuals thronged behind 
Dmitry Kholodov's coffin. 
President Boris Yeltsin 
weighed in with an elder 
statesman's view. 

After rather perfunctory 
condolences, he issued the 
latest of a series of strictures 
against "irresponsible” jour- 
nalists reporting unfavour- 
ably on the activities of politi- 
cians. 

He suggested cretaing a 
system of licences for jour- 
nalists. which would protect 
them from violence — but 
which could be withdrawn if 
they failed to toe the govern- 
ment line. 

Two years ago. Mr. Yeltsin 
stifled an official report call- 
ing his attention to the same 
army corruptison Kholodov 
was investigating. 

Although he made a point 
of defending his defence 
minister from allegations the 
army was behind Kholodov's 
murder, the president bowed 
to growing pressure after the 
reponer's death and sacked 
the deputy minister at the 
heart of the scandal. 

Ir was a melancholy coda 
to the era of freedom ushered 
in by the Soviet press law of 
June 1990. which guaranteed 
reporters the right to write 


and allowed private indi- 
viduals to set up their own 
newspapers. 

Since then, the press has 
started publishing stories and 
dumped the old practice of 


printing pages of turgid poli- 
ces 


tical speeches in full. The 
press has become interesting 
to read. 

Now politicians gearing up 
to parliamentary elections in 
1995 and presidential elec- 
tions in 1996 are keen to 
reassert control over a press 
which no longer depends ful- 
ly on them for its existence. 

Three years into capital- 
ism. editors say the next war 
for freedom of speech will be 
fought on a different front 
than the past struggles with 
communist authorities. Eco- 
nomic. rather than political, 
battle lines are already being 
drawn up. 

Most media organisations 
became joint-stock com- 
panies in 1992. But they still 
depend on state goodwill for 
printing, paper and distribu- 
tion. monopolies where costs 
have soared way above world 
prices. 

"Can it be by chance that 
everything in this country has 
been privatised except these 
things?" asked Pavel Gusev, 
a ex-boss of murdered repor- 
ter Kholodov and editor-in- 
chief of the daily Moskovsky 
Komsomolets. 

"It's obvious that they 
want tt> keep us on a short 
rein." 

As the political elite swings 
away from radical liberalism 
to more centrist policies, 
wealthy post-Soviet banks 
and firms have bought big 
stakes in media groups. 

the commercial firms are 
the real danger to press free- 
dom. said Igor Golumbiovs- 
ky. editor of the liberal daily 
Izvestia. 

"We know we are being 
pursued on all sides: by the 
government, the administra- 
tion and commercial 
groups." he told Reuters. 
"The state is limited in what 
it can do. but private firms 
are nor. They understand 
how influential the press is." 

Many entrepreneurs have 
close ties with political 
groups, and are likely to en- 


courge their papers to spon- 
sor their politicians when vot- 
ing time comes round. 

Mr. Golumbiosvky said foe 
firms which had offered lav- 
ish funding to Izvestia tended 
ro want a say in what went 
into the paper. 

"I tell them I can’t take 
their money. So they've stop- 
pied coming to us with invest- 
ment projects." he said. 

To ward off interference. 
Mr. Goiumbiovsky has kept a 
majority of Izvestia shares in 
the hands of his editorial 
staff. Another 28 per cent is 
held by small investors. 

The Olbi finance company, 
allied ro reformsit ex- Prime 
Minisrer Yegor Gaidar, holds 
just 6.8 per cent and Mr. 
Goiumbiovsky says it is un- 
likely to be able to increasee 
its holding. 

The most widely known 
commercial investor in the 
press is Most Group, led bv 
entrepreneur Vladimir 
Gusinsky. Among its in- 
terests it numbers a bank, a 
building group, airline and 
security guards sections and 
an investments department. 

Most Group also owns 
majority stakes in the liberal 
daily Sevodnya. Ekho Mosk- 
vv radio stastion and the in- 
dependent television channel - 
NTV. Mr. Gusinsky. a liber- 
al. is close to trusted Yeltsin 
ally Yuri Luzhkov, the mayor 
of Moscow. 

Mr. Gusinsky has said he's 
afraid of what would happen 
to Russia — and to new 
entrepreneurs tike himself — 
if conservatives, communists, 
or nationalists win the next 
elections. But he insists he 
does not want editorial con- 
trol of his press. 

Sevodnya's commercial 
director. Marina Latysheva, 
agreed that most groups did 
not put pressure on journal- 
ists to take a particular edito- 
rial stance. 

"They've chosen like- 
minded people for their re- 
porters. whose views on de- 
veloping Russia's economy 
and politics are rhe same as 
those of most group. So to 
say they dictate how to write 
would be quite wrong." she 
said. 
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World Bank signs 
$58m credit with Arafat 


BRUSSELS (R) — The 
World Bank signed an accord 
with PLO leader Yasser Ara- 
fat Tuesday for a S5S million 
credit to the Palestinian au- 
thorities, in a show of donor 
commitment to rebuilding 
the former occupied territor- 
ies. 

"This is a very important 
milestone on the road to re- 
construction and bringing re- 
lief and support to the 
Palestinian people," Caio 
Koch-Weseer, World Bank 
vice-president for Middle 
East and North Africa region 
tpld a news conference in 
Brussels. 

The agreement was signed 
hours before the major 
donors were due to meet in 
Brussels to discuss how to 
pay out urgently needed 
money already promised to 
the Palestinians. 

“Much needs to be done to 
bring further financial sup- 
port which is desperately 


needed by the Palestinian au- 
thorities,” said Mr. Koch- 
Weseer after signing the 
accord with Mr. Arafat. 

It was important, he said, 
to make sure that people on 
the ground reaped die be- 
nefits of the peace process. 

Mr. Arafat, on a three-day 
visit to Brussels, thanked the 
World Bank for signing the 
accord and appealed to 
donors to keep their promises 
of much-needed aid. 

“The international com- 
munity has a moral and poli- 
tical responsibility towards 
our people," he said, adding 
that Israeli occupation had 
destroyed his country. 

In October last year, aid 
donors pledged more than $2 
billion over five years for 
projects to support Palesti- 
nian self-rule, with $700 mil- 
lion earmarked for this year. 

Mr.Koch-Weseer said only 
S20Q to $240 million would be 
disbursed this year and delays 


in implementing the peace 
process had set back econo- 
mic projects. 

The new credit, made up of 
530 million from tbe Saudi 
government, $18 million 
from Denmark and $10 mil- 
lion from Switzerland, is part 
of a $128 million project. 

Mr. Koch-Weseer said the 
money would be used for 
infrastructure projects in the 
occupied territories, includ- 
ing water and education pro- 
jects. 

Last September the World 
Bank signed a credit of over 
$30 million to the Palestinian 
authority. Next month, the 
Kuwaiti government is ex- 
pected to sign -an accord for 
$10 million followed by $30 
million from tbe Arab Fund 
for Economic and Social De- 
velopment. 

A World Bank official said 
no interest rate was attached 
to the credit, which had a 
10- year period of grace. 


Asia steps 
up bid to 
fight money 
laundering 

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Asian governments are 
stepping up the fight against 
money-laundering as the dan- 
ger of having criminal funds 
in legitimate financial sys- 
tems grips the region, offi- 
cials said Tuesday. 

“Asian countries are work- 
ing harder now than ever to 
fight money laundering," 
said Leo Verwoerd, presi- 
dent of the Paris-based 
Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF), the first internation- 
al body plotting strategy 
against money-laundering. 

Mr. Verwoerd, attending a 
three-day conference here on 
money-laundering in Asi3, 
told AFP that many countries 
in the region were now 
adopting recommendations 
drafted by the FATF five 
years ago to keep criminal 
elements out of their econo- 
mies. 

“The measures include 
making money-laundering a 
criminal offence and getting 
banks and financial institu- 
tions to thoroughly check 
customers and transactions," 
Mr. Verwoerd said. 

“They also compel banks 
to report suspicions transac- 
tions to the authorities and 
provide sharing of intelli- 
gence and extradition ties be- 
tween neighbouring countries 
to nab (money) launderers," 
Mr. Verwoerd said. 

; The FATF — initiated in 
1989 by the Group of Seven 
countries, comprising the 
United States. Canada. 
Japan, Germany, France, 
Britain and Italy — has a 
membership of 26 countries 
worldwide. 


Arab Gulf states 
to press ahead with 
j oint power grid 


RIYADH (AFP) — Arab 
Gulf states will press ahead 
with plans to link their elec- 
tricity networks in a central 
grid as part of attempts to 
integrate their economies and 
services, a Saudi minister has 
said. 

Electricity and water 
ministers from the six Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states agreed on the project 
at talks in Riyadh and de- 
rided to invite the private 
sector and regional funds to 
finance the network. Saudi 
Industry and Electricity 
Minister Abdul Aziz Ai 
Zamil told reporters after the 
meeting. 

The project has two 
phases. The first will link the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and neighbouring 
Oman and the second will 
cover Kuwait. Saudi Arabia. 
Qatar and Bahrain. 

“We have derided to con- 
centrate now on the second 
stage as linking internal elec- 
tricity networks in the first 
phase has not yet been com- 
pleted," Sheikh Zamil said. 

He was refering to separate 
power grids in the UAE's 
seven emirates, whose offi- 
cials said last month they 
would soon begin linking the 
grids. The project, to cost 
more than $150 million, will 
be finished in 1995. 

Sheikh Zamil said the 
ministers had agreed to invite 
the Gulf private sector, the 
Arab Fund for Economic and 
Social Development 
(AFESD) and other regional 
development funds to partici- 
pate in the Gulf power pro- 
ject. 


He did not mention costs 
but they have been estimated 
by the Gulf Organisation for 
Industrial Consultancy 
(GOIC) at around $2.5 bil- 
lion. 

Gulf officials said the com- 
mon GCC grid would save 
large funds, upgrade produc- 
tion and ensure supplies for 
any member in emergency. 

“Upon completion, the 
project will also ease pressure 
on the generating capacities 
in member stares by allowing 
them access to power from 
other members during their 
peak periods.” the Doha- 
based GOIC said in a recent 
study. 

The GCC network, to be 
funded proportionately by 
GCC nations, is part of a 
greater project to link power 
networks in the 22-member =1 
Arab League at a cost esti- 
mated by AFESD at around 
$6.5 billion. 

AFESD has completed a 
feasibility study on the Arab 
project, which will be carried 
our in three stages according 
to geographical proximity. 
They cover the GCC, the 
Maghreb region in North 
Africa and the remaining 
league members, which will 
later be Jinked to Europe via 
■Turkey. 

Without such a joint net- 
work, Arab states need to 
invest nearly $100 billion in 
electricity projects to face de- 
mand in the next 15 years. 

AFESD said the invest- 
ments covered setting up new 
stations and expanding ex- 
isting units until the year 2010 
to face a six per cent annual 
growth in consumption. 


Poor harvests send 
world wheat stocks 
to 15-year low 


OSLO (R) — Norway’s 
financial markets recovered 
their nerve Tuesday after 
an initial dip when voters 
rejected membership of the 
European Union (EU), and 
analysts expect the country’s 
solid economy to outweigh 
the “no" factor. 

The crown weakened be- 
fore bouncing back to Mon- 
day’s levels and short-term 
money market rates, which 
were also down to start with, 
later clawed back lost 
ground. 

Long bond yields were 
however pushed up nearly 10 
basis points and the stock 
market dipped in disappoint- 
ment over the vote. 

“The market has reacted 
with surprising calm to the 
‘no’ fo the EU." said Jon 
Rinde, a senior economist 
with Norway's biggest savings 
bank. Sparebanken Nor. 

He said he believed both 
short-term and long-term in- 
terest rates could shed about 
one percentage point some- 
time early next year on the 
strength of the Norwegian 
economy. 

Others argue that the ‘no’ 
could push up short-term 
money market rates in the 
coming three to six months 
and possibly weaken the 
crown because of uncertainty- 
over the European Economic 
Area Agreement (EEA) be- 
tween the EU and EFTA and 
the government's future eco- 
nomic policy. 

“It would not be surprising 
if we saw the crown weaken 
somewhat," said Aamund 
Lunde, chief analyst with 
Den Norske Bank. Norway's 
biggest commercial bank/ 

Tbe crown, which touched 
105 on its reverse ECU index 


early Tuesday, strengthened 
to 104-52 around midday. 
Late on Monday, the crown 
stood at 104.55. The Norwe- 
gian currency was quoted at 
4.3653/80 against the mark 
versus Monday's 4.3690. 

Three-month money mar- 
ket rates touched 7.33 per 
cent in early trade, but slip- 
ped back to 6.93 around mid- 
day 

Debt market yields were 
however somewhat higher. 
The state's 10 year-bond was 
up eight basis points from 
Monday to 8.44 per cent. 

The Oslo Bourse all-share 
index was down five points 
around midday to 603.51 in 
thin volume. 

Finance Minister Sigbjoem 
Johnsen warned that Nor- 
way’s economy, underpinned 
by huge oil and gas revenues, 
faced new and demanding 
challenges after the ‘no’ vote. 

“This requires that we con- 
tinue a steady course in our 
economic policy to prop up 
confidence in Norway's eco- 
nomic so that we secure the 
basis for investments and 
jobs in Norway," Mr. John- 
son said in a statement. 

“The budget deficit will be 
further reduced.” he said. 
The minority labour govern- 
ment's draft 1995 budget has 
an overall deficit of 20.9 bil- 
lion crowns ($3.06 billion). 

Central bank governor 
Torstein Moland said the ‘no* 
to the EU called for stria 
economic policies to avoid 
tbe impression that Norway 
would become less attractive 
for investment. 

“The challenges we now 
face underscore the need for 
economic policies to remain 
tight," Mr. Moland said in a 
statement Tuesday morning. 


Pressure on Egyptian 
pounddistortsmarket 


CAIRO (R) — A de facto 
two-tier exchange rate system 
with a narrow margin has 
crept into the dollar- pound 
market in Cairo because of 
pressure on the Egyptian 
pound, dealers say. 

Public sector banks are 
selling dollars at 3.3970 
pounds and customers can 
then sell the dollars to high 
street dealers for up to 3.4055 
pounds, making a small profit 
by arbitrage. 

Dealers say the distortion 
to the market is the result of 
official pressure to protect 
the Egyptian pound, widely 
seen as overvalued and liable 
to devaluation. 

Dealers at some private- 
sector banks have been com- 
plaining that large quantities 
of dollars are hard to find, 
though they deny there is a 
run on the pound of the kind 
which forced the Central 
Bank of Egypt to intervene in 
July. 

Economy Minister 
Mahmoud Mohammad told a 
news conference Monday 
that the government would 
not intervene in the foreign 
exchange markets and that 
anyone could buy as much 
foreign currency as they 
wanted. 

Ahmad Dessouki, a dealer 
at the large public-sector 
National Bank of Egypt 
(NBE). told reuters the bank 
would sell any amount of 
dollars at the attractive rate 
of 3.3970 pounds. 

But in practice customers 
seeking dollars at NBE’s 
main downtown branch Tues- 
day had to obtain approval 
from a bank official. The 
official turned down some 
requests, saying purchases 
were limited to about $1 ,000 
per customer. 


Norwegian markets sanguine about 
‘no’ vote to European Union 


LONDON (R) — World 
stocks of wheat will soon be 
at their lowest for 15 years, 
experts said Tuesday. 

. A report by -the? London- 
based International Wheat 
Council (TWC) estimated 
stocks in 1994-95 at 104 mil- 
lion tonnes compared with 
128 million last season. 

Tbe rWC blamed poor har- 
vests in Russia and Ukraine 
after a devastating drought in 
Australia for a poor 1994 
wo rid harvest seen at only 
526 million tonnes — after 
558 million : n ^93. 

Wheat prices have already 
soared this year by about 50 
per cent, pinching importing 
countries, particularly in the 
Third World. But they have 
eased about $10 in recent 
weeks from the highs at 
around $150 per tonne. 

“The situation can be re- 
versed. Prices might go 
down,” said IWC senior eco- 
nomist Bill de Maria. “High- 
er prices could lead to an 


expansion of sowings in 
North America and Cana- 
da.” 

Some big importers tike 
:China- have been delaying 
purchases in the hope that 
prices will continue to slip. 
And the IWC also sees lower- 
th an -expected imports by 
Russia despite the bad har- 
vest there, amid hints that 
Russians are eating more 
potatoes. 

Russia is now expected to 
produce 35.9 million tonnes 
of wheat in 1994, down from 
43.5 million in 1993. 
Ukraine's crop is forecast at 
15.3 million, down from 21 
million. 

Less grain was planted in 
the former Soviet Union and 
then the weather turned bad 
at harvest time. “About six 
per cent of the crop may have 
been left unharvested be- 
cause of early frosts,” the 
IWC said. 

But Russian wheat imports 
this season are now seen like- 


ly to be three million tonnes 
from a previous estimate of 
3.5 million. 

The IWC says some recov- 
ery in the world output of 
wheat can be expected in 
1995 if assumptions of nonnal 
weather conditions and aver- 
age yields are made. It sees a 
1995 harvest at 560 million 
tonnes compared with the 
1994 estimate of 526 million. 

Sowing in the northern 
hemisphere, which accounts 
for around two-thirds of 
annual production, is com- 
plete and winter grains look 
good in Western Europe. 

“Overall prospects for win- 
ter wheat crops look quite 
optimistic," said Mr. De 
Maria. 

The impact of Australia’s 
worst recorded drought this 
year had already been fac- 
tored into IWC calculations. 
It left unchanged its earlier 
estimate of an Australian 
crop at 75 million tonnes. 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



Tm so stressed out tonight, 
i feel like !’m going to explode! 
Better cover the furniture!" 



that scrambled word qame 

A by Kami Arnold and Mika Arglrton 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one lesser to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


You cant 6c fc tha system 


TIDEY 
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DUFAR 
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um 
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umm 



WHAT THE POST 
OFFICE EXPERIENCES 
WHEN RATES ARE 
ABOUT TO GO UP. 

Now arrange tha dieted tetters » 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


print answer here: A 
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rest ebay's 


Jumbles B^LLE NAVAL SNITCH FEMALE 
Answer. What the ceps conside red tha strong-arm 


What the ceps consinerea tn« 
robber _ A MAN OF STEAL 


An economist who watches 
the foreign exchange market 
closely said: “There's a non- 
market element creeping in. 
There’s some pressure on the 
pound and they’re dealing 
with it. not through free sell- 
ing by the central bank, but 
by leaning on people." 

“The public-seaor banks 
are not selling freely at the 
rates they quote." he added. 

Dealers say that the restric- 
tions and the separation of 
the rates amount to an unoffi- 
cial two-tier exchange rate 
system. 

Earlier in the month cen- 
tral bank deputy governor 
Mohammad AI Barbari told 
Reuters the bank had told 
commercial banks to ask 
questions before selling large 
quantities of dollars. 

They should make sure the 
buyers want the money for 
what he called “genuine 
transactions," not for spe- 
culation. he added. 

Dealers at commeYcial 
banks have denied receiving 
any such instructions and 
some say they continue to 
operate as though there was a 
completely free market. 

But one said there was 
what he called a gentleman's 
agreement not to sell dollars 
at more than 3.4200 pounds. 


about the maximum quoted 
by any commercial bank. 

The central bank could 
support the bank by drawing 
down its foreign reserves of 
about $17.5 billion but there 
is no evidence that the bank 
has been selling many do), 
lars. 

Central bank officials de- 
clined to comment Tuesday 
on developments in the fore- 
ign exchange markets. 

Egypt is under pressure to 
devalue from the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund (IMF), 
which is sending a mission to 
Cairo from Dec. 1 to 19. 

The IMF argues that after 
three years of stability against 
the dollar, at between 3.30 
and 3.40 to the dollar, the 
pound needs adjusting to 
take account of Egyptian in- 
flation, which has averaged 
9.4 per cent a year over the 
period. 

The fund says the exchange 
rate is frustrating the govern- 
ment’s attempts to promote 
exports. 

Government ministers 
agree but Mr. Mahmoud said 
devaluation would have the 
negative effect of adding to 
inflation, especially as com- 
modity exports cover only 
about one third the value of 
commodity imorts. 



FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 30, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Improve your career by taking on 
more responsibilities that no one else in your organisation seems to 
want to grasp at this moment. Be very positive in your new approach 
and listen to what others are savings. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Fiiidfbustnos and personal friends 
do not agree about some matter wMch is vied to your welfare, but 
listen to the suggestions anyway. K 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Outsiders could easily try to spoil 
your relationship with fellow associates if you permit. Keep silent, 
and go about your business. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Keep busy at the routine activities 
you have to do, and forget that new venture right now. Schedule 
your time wisely and most efficiently. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) You need not spend a lot of 
money in order to go through with plans you have made, so don’t 
permit others to pressure you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You find that loved ones are opposed to 
your ideas, but gentle persuasion is best to iron the matter out. The 
evening can be happy for both you and your mate. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You want to run off to other 
things instead of handling the tasks ahead of you. so get t hw 
activities completed first and have fun later. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Don’t spend so much time on 
the practical that you miss out on something worthwhile of an 
idealistic or cultural nature. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Have more concern for 
Ion and home instead of wasting so much time with an unworthy 
person. Be active and be more productive. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Forget private 
worries, and get into the commukations which will help you in the 
osmess world. Be with friends you enjoy the company of. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Get a more modem 
approach at financial matters, and you get far better results. Listen 
to the advice of an expert who can assist you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Make sure you know what 
you want m We, and go after it m a positive way. Be soda! and happy 
witn dose mesas and ass ociates, 

PISCES: (February 20 to Much 20) Study more modern ways of 

down with the antiquated. You can 
now advance more quickly in your endeavours. 

Birthstone of November: Topaz-Tiger’s Eye 
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THE Daily Crossword 


by WBson McBMth 


ACROSS 
1 Musical measure 
4 Watch holder 
9 Wood* rind 
13 Cupid 

15 Compose 

16 Tide of courtesy 

17 Creative 
Goldberg 

18 AMene.KS 
tavorfta eon 

20 Horae training 
of a Idnd 

22 Those who 
accuse 

23 Flat me 

24 Cfarnb 

26 Staple songs 
29 One more 

33 Oo arithmetic 

34 Educational 
goof -off 

3b Department of 
France 
37 BriHam 
dopiays 

39 Tango 
requiremen t ? 

40 Ovid's "The 

Lovfi - 

41 MetthvarD 

42 Basked 

44 Alphabet run 

45 Loudmouth 
47 Evlraofdinary 

thing 

49 Ani. old style 
Si Han 

S3 Avw tnfo Lake 
Era 

55 Authorizations 
S9 Editor WAam 
at Emporia, KS 
61 Teen-ager’s Lesi. 
aur. 

63 Slonrty 

63 "iphtgema In 
; (Euripides) 

64 Rsh 

65 Big top 

68 Omote sharpy 
67 Tennis 

appurtenance 

DOWN • 

1 GeWcpoet 

2 Mon river 
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4 Kansas sonaior 

4 C*rtfigan 

5 Math sub. 

6 Puffs up, as 
dough 

• Qormanrtjed 
6 Streamer 

TO fighter Riddick 

11 Luki 

12 Corn Unas 
14 Adjusi 

19 Nimbus 
?! U^WBd ttaioe 

25 Church laws 

26 Ptfjgemc 

27 &ropt£fQn 
ZSSflWngRrw 

WAorawov 
32 Penam 
35 Bn*ee 
30 Certain 
rcsioonce 

40 QKcouflty 
42 By any means 
possfcia 



4B Blows 
“RteocoJahe 

53 To shotlte 


54 
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Compiled by 
Samir Shafiq Ghawi 


&& The minister of ener- 

f y and mineral resources 
as stressed that the 
ministry had no intention 
to raise electricity charges. 
He also emphasised that 
there will be no increase in 
prices for any kind of fuel 
(Sawt A1 Shaab). 

The minister of fi- 
nance has told the agri- 
cultural committee of the 
Lower House of Parlia- 
ment that amounts owed 
to farmers for tomatoe 
supplies will be paid by 
the government within a 
week (Sawt A1 Shaab). 


'trfir A private sector in- 
stitution is in touch with 
the World bank over host- 
■■ jng an expert in March 
1995 to lecture on check- 
ing of grants and loans 
; ; which the bank extends to 
various countries (Sawt A1 
Shaab). 

s. 

N. 

s Irfr The Consultative 
Council for the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade will 
hold its first meeting today 
to discuss the objectives, 
responsibilities and work- 
plan of the group (A1 Dus- 
tour) 

irtr Gas cylinders cannot 
be found easily in the mar- 
; ket because of the large j 

- number of people who j 
have switched from 
kerosene heaters to gas 

* heaters. An official at the 

- Jordan Petroleum Refin- 
ery Company denied that i 

: gas was in short supply ; 
a and stressed that the prob- 1 
r; fern was in the shortage of 
cylinders. He said demand 
~ for gas cylinders. had risefafa 
■* abtfVe normal levels and : 

the demand for gas had 
: exceeded expectations (A1 

- Dustour). 


Banks will be able to 
’offer an 8.5 per cent in- 
v ' ; terest on dinar deposits 
since the banks were being 
offered eight per cent in- 
terest on certificate of de- 
. .. posit issued by the Central 
.. j Bank. The 8-5 per cent 
interest is three percen- 
7 - tage points above the in- 
i': - terest given on U.S. dollar 
accounts (Al Dustour). 

_ l- 
* . 

☆’Ar The Audit Bureau 

- demanded that a special- 

- ised committee be formed 
to study and evaluate the 
conditions of the Jordan 

: Tourism and Spa (Ham- 
t mamat Mai’n) with a view 
*.V~ to either liquidate it or sell 
it to the private sector as a 
result of incurring losses 
. that have exceeded JD 8 
million (A1 Dustour). 


^ The Council of 
^ Ministers decided to 
appoint Walid Asfour, a 
' -Xrmer minister of indus- 
try and trade and of ener- 
gy and natural resources, 
as chairman of the Am- 
man Financial Market 
- committee. The commit- 
tee will hold its first meet- 
g ing on Dec. 1, 1995 (A1 
I Ra’i) 






>1 
* . 


toft Arab International 
Hotels, the company that 
owns the Amman Mar- 
riott Hotel, is raising its 
capital by JD459.538 
through a special share 
floatation to its sharehol- 
ders as of Dec. 27, 1994. 
The price of each share is 
JD 1 to be paid with a 
JD2.5 premium (Al Ra’i) 


“fr* Al Dawliyeh for 
Hotels and Commercial- 
Malls is the name of a new 
company currently under 
establishment. ‘ Nabil 
Yousef Mouasher, chair- 
man of the founding com- 
mittee, told the Jordan 
Times the company plans 
Jo build two hotels in 
Shine isani and Jabal Am- 
man (Fifth Circle) and; 
that talks are underway 
with both Hilton and 

SharatnA 4w\tAl -rhains 


Soar I China 


ROTTERDAM (R) — The 
spot price of naphtha, a light 
oil product used to make 
plastics and gasoline, is soar- 
ing on world markets as a 
recovery in the chemical in- 
dustry produces a classic bot- 
tleneck in supply, analysts 
have said. 

European naphtha prices 
jumped to more than 
$180 a tonne from around 
$150 three months agn and 
now stand at an unpre- 
cedented S15 a tonne pre- 
mium above gasoline — ver- 
sus a normal discount of $25. 

“The revival of the chemic- 
al industry has produced a 
squeeze in demand for feed- 
stocks and everyone suddenly 
wants naphtha,” said Floran 
Bogaerts, a naphtha trader at 
Chemfeed in Antwerp. 

The spike in napththa 
prices is causing havoc in 
Europe's oil refineries where 
engineers usually use napth- 
tha as a feedstock for making 
into gasoline. 

“No one wants to use 
naphtha yields,” Mr. 
Bogaerts said. 

The chemical industry tra- 
ditionally swings through six 
to 10 -year cycles and started 
recovering from a recent two- 


year recession last winter. 

Its revival since then has 
bene rapid and demand for 
almost all Chemical products 
has taken analysts by sur- 
prise. 

“Volume growth in the 
chemical sector has been 
astonishing this year,” said 
Nils van Elzelingen, chemic- 
als analyst at Rotterdam- 
based Consultancy Iris. 
“Dutch chemicals company 
DSM N.V., for example, re- 
corded a 12 per cent rise in 
volume in the first half of the 
year. That’s the highest we’ve 
ever seen.” 

“As a result, the spot price 
of ethylene (made from 
naphtha) has risen to $690 a 
tonne from $240 in Decem- 
ber 1993,” he pointed out. 

DSM naphtha trader Jos 
DrugeT said ethylene margins 
were still rising rapidly de- 
spite the sharp hike in prices. 
“Margins are back in the 
black but they can s till im- 
prove,” Druger said. 
"They’re not yet back to their 
peak in 1989/90." 

Dealers say naphtha prices 
will probably moderate a lit- 
tle but could stay strong for 
some time. 
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160 

10,6*3 

550 

500 

2,1100 

4,«U 

6,950 

6,500 

1,600 

3,700 

25,497 

1.750 
1.450 

LfiD 

11*975 

4,650 

200 

1,090 

3*750 

15.650 

1*235 

HO 

23,900 

600 

2*962 

ISO 

500 

1.250 
AOO 

6.904 

250 

1*000 

500 

TOO 

6.500 
250 

26,675 

J*IOO 

2*610 

1.750 

5.250 
2.200 

250 

2.500 
2.69C 

150 

6,050 

1.055 


199,406 


29*440 

50.191 

906 


11*400 

14*999 

12.035 

20.669 

7*556 

9*633 

57.662 

6.755 

2*657 

W 

16,746 

7*126 

1.040 

2.454 
6.164 
17.557 
1*522 
4.505 
60*567 
2,054 
6,444 
2,410 
920 
6, 166 
6.665 
56*406 
560 
2.900 
1*590 
12*250 
6.610 
1*900 
27,549 
6.415 
7*099 
5.Z40 
6*291 
1.961 
3.400 
4*955 
6*149 
276 
24.055 
2,964 


194.000 

4.630 

1.660 

3.970 
S. TOO 
3-050 
1.760 
3.770 
4.930 
3.290 
1.600 
3.650 
1.050 

5.970 
1.570 
1.550 
5.300 
3.5D0 
1-370 
3-260 
1.090 

12.350 

3.500 

3.590 
2.060 
9.350 
1.620 

4.990 
6-390 

6.590 

2.440 
2.900 
2.780 

17.500 

1-060 

7.200 

1.040 

1.440 
4.400 

2.990 

1.640 
0.910 
5-690 
2.120 

2.640 
1.670 
4.320 
3.750 


164.000 

4.610 
1.650 
3.990 
6-700 

5.060 
1-730 
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uncovers 
tax evasion 

BEIJING (R) — China has 
uncovered tax evasion and 
embezzlement worth 4.95 bil- 
lion yuan ($582 million) dur- 
ing a nationwide crackdown 
which began in September, 
official media has said. 

The figure marked a 42.3 
per cent increase compared 
with the same period of 1993, 
the Xinhua news agency and 
newspapers said. 

Tax evasion, embezzle- 
ment and other illegal econo- 
mic activities uncovered be- 
tween September and Octo- 
ber cost state coffers 3.67 
billion yuan ($432 million), 
up 76.9 per cent from the 
same period of last year. 

About 1.83 billion yuan 
($215 million) of the Si- 
gotten wealth has been re- 
turned to the state, up 63.4 
per cent from the same 1993 
period, they said. 

The crackdown will con- 
tinue until the end of the 
year. 

~ Authorities uncovered tax 
evasion worth 2.66 billion 
yuan ($313 million) in the 
past two months, accounting 
for 53.7 per cent of the total 
value of illegal economic 
activity discovered. 


Lebanese workers stage strike 


BEIRUT (R) — Many of 
Lebanon’s estimated 350,000 
private sector workers went 
on strike on Tuesday to pro- 
test the government's failure 
to grant an 88 per cent pay 
hike and improved work be- 
nefits. 

Labour leaders said the 
stoppage was a wanting to 
the two-year-old government 
of billionaire Prime Minis ter 
Rafik Al Hariri and 
threatened further action if 
their demands were not met. 

Many shops, banks and 
private schools in Beirut dint 
down in die first general 
strike Mr. Hariri has faced. 

Some of the 120,000 public 
sector workers — who are 
not allowed to join Labour 
unions — also heeded the 
24-hour strike call by the 
General Labour Confedera- 
tion (CGTL). 

Hospitals, pharmacies, 
bakeries, cinemas and vital 
public utilities stayed open in 
the capita] but the central 
bank and most television sta- 
tions were dosed. 

The stoppage was less suc- 
cessful outside Beirut. Wit- 
nesses in the southern dty of 
Sidon and the eastern town of 
Baalbek said schools closed 
but most shops and 
businesses stayed open. 

“This is a warning strike 
and will be followed by big- 
ger and intensified moves if 


the rig htfu l and essential de- 
mands are not met,” CGTL 
leader Elias Abou Rid: was 
quoted as saying. 

Mr. Hariri’s government 
has come under me in recent 
months from a plethora of 
critics complaining of low 
"wages and failure to improve 
living conditions. They ac- 
cuse trim of ignoring the poor 


ment to curb the budget de- 
ficit. 

The CGTL accuses the 
government of stalling ou its 
demands for an all-around 88 
per cent pay increase from 
July 1. It also wants trans- 
portation and school alio- 


Tbere were no reports of 
disturbances as the strike be- 


wfaile launching costly pro- 
jects to rebuild the country. 

Mr. Hariri, who is pressing 
ahead with an ambitious 
postwar reconstruction prog- 
ramme, said in September 
workers deserved higher pay 
to offset rising living costs out 
be would do nothing that 
might upset Lebanon's 
monetary stability. 

. A large pay rise would 
increase the soaring internal 
debt and threaten the efforts 
of the cash-strapped govem- 


Witnesses said police 
beefed up security across 
Beirut after Interior Minister 
Michel Al Mnrr repeated a 
government ban on street de- 
monstrations and threatened 
legal action against public 
sector workers who joined 
the strike. 

Mr. Abou Rizk urged peo- 
ple to stay at home and en- 
sure that the strike was 
peaceful.. 

Bread riots that erupted in 


May 1991 during street de- 
monstrations called by the 
CGTL amid soaring inflation ~ 
and the collapse of the_ 
Lebanese pound forced the 
government of then Prime 
Minister Omar Karami to . 
step down. 

‘We will not let security to be 
threatened and we will not.' 
allow demonstrations,” Mr.. 
Mnrr was quoted by news- 
papers as saying. 

He said the goverament- 
was to discuss the CGTL 
demands on Tuesday even-! 
ing. 

Sources dose to the gov- 
ernment said. a compromise 
solution ranting the minimum' 
private sector wage 50 per 
cent to 300,000 Lebanese 
pounds ($180) from 200,000 
pounds ($ 120 ) was under dis-. 
cussion. 


Volkswagen to produce new Beetle 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Tuesday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 


1.3778/88 

1.5628/38 

1.7510/20 

1.3240/50 

32.14/18 

5.3613/63 

1612.6/3.6 

98.60/70 

7.5325/25 

6.8250/00 

6.1235/85 

SI .5656/66 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


One ounce of gold $383.50/384.00 


BONN (R) — German car 
maker Volkswagen A.G. 
(V.W.) has confirmed that it 
would go ahead with mass 
production of a new version 
of its legendary Beetle car. 

A company spokesman 
said Volkswagen’s supervis- 
ory board had approved a 
management board decision 
to proceed with production of 
a car based on the “Concept 
1”, first shown at the Detroit 
Motor Show in January. 

“We have now taken the 
decision to build the car be- 
fore the end of the decade 
although details about where 
it will be built and so on are 
not yet dear,” spokesman 
Bemd Graef said. 

The company has indicated 
that any new Beetle would be 
produced in Mexico and be 
aimed at the U.S., Canadian 
and some South American 
markets, with production 
starting in 1998 or 1999 and 
prices around $ 12,000 to 
$13,000. 

The car will be based on 
the Polo model platform and 
probably have a thrifty turbo 
diesel or electric-diesel hyb- 
rid engine system. 

It will differ from its prede- 


cessor in having a water- 
colled, front-mounted engine 
instead of the classic rear- 
mounted, air-cooled engine 
of the old Beetle. It will also 
have modem safety feature 
like bags and anti-Ibck 
brakes. 

The Beetle, the original 
“peoples’ car” which Volk- 
swagen was founded to build, 
was designed by legendary 
German engineer Ferdinand 
Porsche in 1934, shortly after 
Adolf Hitler came to power. 
The car was used by civilians 
and the German army alike. 

Although production of 
the car in Europe ceased in 
1978, the Beetle is still being 
baht in Brazil and Mexico 60 
years later. Around 22 mil- 
lion have been built, making 
it the most-produced car in 
history. 

Safety and emission regula- 
tions forced V.W. to with- 
draw it from the U.S. market 
in 1974 and since the nits 
sales there have floundered 
as the Rabbit — the U.S.- 
badged Golf — never really 
took off. 

V.W.’s U.S. sales fell be- 
low 50,000 last year com- 
pared to the more than 
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FOR RENT 

Many apartments and villas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings of 
villas, fiats, and building lots 


J A SECURE 

FLAT.OTEL 

Swelflyeh 


FlaUOTEL 


Cafe' 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 
ELITE CAFE' 



Commercial and 
residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609 
810520 
Fax: 810520 


^-HOSPITALITY 

^GASTRONOMY 


THE 

ADfOSPBEKE 

CSBfflKS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From 9.00 P.M 
Exceot Tuesday d osii ri 
Monday: Drinks NigM Long 


mmm 


863944 - 816690 


A Menu of DeDdous Snacks 
Tel. 685211 Fax. 617779 




■msf 


Pasta 

Exotic Sandwiches 
^Hambnrffir-N. 

- 9+ 

• >«* ^ W** 

\ SsHSffl-TeL 680670 J 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Monogolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
TeL 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Opes daily 12:00 - 3-30 pjn. 
630 - Midnight 

Air Conditioned Hall 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls Schools 

Takeaway is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
7:00 — midnight 

Tel.: 638968 



SWAN GARJBEN5 

■ 

E RESTAURANT 


Wed 


| 0pcalLX-3&AM.Uttyn 

Taira away fs available 

Shat Al-Arab "Street 
Um Uhaitah Commor&ai Came 

TeL: 881174 

.Cnee Tasted AtaysLucd. 


STUDIO HAIG 

■ 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hoar Service 


Develop your colour film at 
oar shop and gec- 

* JUMBO photo 


• From on forgo- 


9 Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

® Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks ■ (-g 
©Open Noons 2 

& Evenings 



Shmeisam » Opp. < 
Bank. Phone: o040 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Opp. Grindlays 
:: 604042 


rfRO rSwerfiyeh 

86 3 944 


vis.a.vis 

' DANCE PUB " 

EL- T : CD/ T c CUE 


For Your Stay in Amman 

I Quality Furnished Rats I 




SPECIAL FUNCTIONS 
Open Daily 






AZcrct (?ar 


Deluxe Villas 

& A^ rtments 

in Amman 


Burgers + Pizzas Daily 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 

5th Circle 
674563 - 674551 






Tel .-692505, 691146 /ExL 116 
Fax: 699080 , Wasfi AKTel St 
Abu Hart) commercial center 
Second floor 


200.000 annually the com- - 
pany achieved in the early 
1970s. This year, however, 
the success of the new Golf 
and other models means the 
company should sell around . 

10.000 cars there. 

V.W. said earlier this year 
that production of the new 
Beetle would depend on its 
assessment of the market's 
acceptance of the car. In the 
summer it announced that, 
customer surveys had shown 
the Concept 1 to be very 
popular. 

V.W.'s development chief 
Ulrich Sdffert has said the 
car would have to be profit- 
able at volumes smaller than J 

100.000 per year, or 500 per 1 
day. 

V.W. hopes the car will 
appeal to nostalgic former 
Beetle owners and their, 
offspring. Industry analysts 
say the car will have strong- 
appeal. 

In the United States, - , 
however, the car would have 
to compete with others in the- 
subcompact market — cars- 
like Chrysler Corp’s Neon, 
Ford Motor Co’s Escort and ' 
Honda Motor. Co. Ltd’s • 
Civic. j 
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Restaurant 



FRENCH QUISLNE, 


NEW 


1 SE. 


LUNOfl 
7 DAYS! 


| 68009 

[She— ■ I— pi 


;f r 


OD K 


;r fc? 


/4 


a * 

MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 

Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - 11:30 p.m. 
TeL: 861838 


The flossiest OP 
The flossiest ! 



Restaurant 
Italian + Med Cuisine 

SweiTiyeh .863944 






Kubdi Stores 

Suwaifiah Tel. 827105, 
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49ers clinch division by trouncing Saints 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


NEW ORLEANS (AP) — 
The San Francisco 49ers are 
back at their accustomed 
spot. National Conference 
West champions for the 11th 
time in 14 years with more — 
-- they hope — to come. 

So what if there were a few 
stumbles and fumbles on the 
! - way. 

Steve Young threw for 281 
• yards and four touchdowns 
. ■ Monday night, overcoming a 

E air of seemingly costly fum- 
les as the 49ers beat New 
-■ Orleans 35-14 to become the 
■ first National Football 
League team to clinch a play- 
off spot this season. 

More important, it kept 
the Niners (10-2) on top of 
' Dallas (10-2) for the home- 
„ field advantage on their in- 
evitable course towards a 
third straight NFC title game. ' 
' San Francisco, which won for 
■ the seventh straight time, 
would get the home field if 
both teams win out because it 
beat the Cowboys two weeks 
■ ago. 

. Young, who had com- 
■_ pleted 68.2 per cent of his 
- passes entering the game, 
was 24 of 30 as he hit four and 
passes in a game for the 
.fourth time this season. 

He threw first-half touch- 
. downs of 4 yards each to 
. Brent Jones and John Taylor, 
found Jones again from 6 
yards out on a drive that 
consumed 9:02 at the start of 
the second half and capped 
the scoring with a 43-yard er 
on a slant to backup Nate 
' Singleto. 

- That was enough to negate 
Tyrone Hughes' 86-yard re- 
turn of a fumble by Ricky 
Watters for the Saints (4-8) 
and a second-quarter fumble 
by Young at the Saints’ 12 
that held the Niners to a 
20-14 lead at halftime. 

■ San Francisco now has won 


Jansher 
Khan: . 

Millionaire 

without 


play 


DOHA (AP) — Jansher 
Khan, the world squash 
champion, is set to become 
a millionaire this season — 
without having to lift a 
racket. 

The 25-year-old Pakista- 
ni star, who has won six 
world titles, has already 
passed the $800,000 mark 
in sponsorship agreements 
with European, American 
and Pakistani companies. 

“Negotiations are going 
on with a numbeT of large 
Japanese institutions," said 
Munir Akbar Baloch, one 
of Khan’s advisers. 

“If agreements are 
.signed, then Jansher’s in- 
come would be enhanced 
from 800,000 to a million 
dollars," Baloch told re- 
porters Tuesday. 

On Monday, Khan said 
he would boycott all 
tournaments in his native 
Pakistan as well as the 
world team championships 
after a row with his main 
sponsor, Pakistan Interna- 
tional Airways. 

Khan accused PI_A, 
which back him with 
around $100,000 a year, of 
not honouring a promise to 
make him the company’s 
genera] manager when he 
retires from the sport. 

“I was promised 18 
months ago that I would 
gain the promotion if I won 
the British and World 
Opens," said Jansher, who 
accused the managing 
director of PIA, Omar 
Farooq, of being a “liar." 

“I should have been 
promoted from grade nine 
manager to grade 10 gener- 
al manager, but he hasn’t 
done it. He has promoted 
bis friends instead," said 
the infuriated player. 

“Because of that, I will 
not play any national or 
international tournaments 
in Pakistan and I will nor 
play for Pakistan in the 
World Team Cham- 
pionships.'’ 

Jansher added that he 
has not been paid the re- 
spect he deserves for the 
work he does in promoting 
Pakistan through the sport. 

Khan has won the title 
here for the past two years. 
: His outrage had no bear- 
ing on the tournament here 
Monday, where the Pakis- 
tan world champion defe- 
ated Adrian Davies of 
Wales 15-11, 15-10. 15-11 
In the first round. 

In Monday’s first match, 
England's Dial Harris beat 
countryman Tony Hands. 
Hands was forced to retire 
with a hamstring injury. 


10 or more games for 12 
straight seasons and qualified 
for the playoffs in 11 of them, 
missing only in 1991 despite a 
10-6 record. 

This year’s team, however, 
is one rebuilt by the signing 
of a half-dozen veterans to 
bolster a defence that can 
stop Dallas. The latest new- 
comer, 71m Harris, got a sack 
Monday night in his first 
game under a contract that 
pays him 55,000 each time he 
dumps the quarterback. 

The Niners led 20-14 at the 
half, but it might have been 
more if not for those two San 
Francisco fumbles. 

In Irving, Texas, the de- 
fending Super Bowl cham- 
pion Dallas Cowboys are in 
the National Football League 
playoffs, but there was no 
celebration at Valley Ranch. 

A wild-card playoff berth 
several years ago would have 
meant champagne and cigars. 
Now the standards are much 
higher. 

Dallas can win a division 
title in Philadelphia Sunday, 
but the players said even that 
will be taken in stride if it 
happens. 

Dallas (10-2) is tied with 
San Francisco in the NFC but 
lost head-to-head to the 
49ers. 

The Cowboys resumed 
practice after their 42-31 vic- 
tory over Green Bay on 
Thanksgiving with one im- 
portant question looming: 
Who will start at quarter- 
back? 

Troy Aik man, who missed 
the Jason Garrett-inspired 
victory over the Packers with 
a sprained knee ligament, 
was moving mud) better and 
indicated he might be able to 
play. 

“My knee is getting better, 
and I'll probably know more 
by Wednesday," Aikman 


said. “1 always want to get 
back as quick as I can, even 
though we have the red ball 
express from princeton." 

Garrett threw two touch- 
down passes in the victory 
over the Packers. The third- 
stringer played because both 
Aikman and Rodney Peete 
were hurt. Peete, who had a 
sore thumb, also was im- 
proved on Monday. 

Philadelphia is three games 
behind Dallas with four to 
play. 

Parity roles National 
Football League 

With four weeks left in the 
regular season, parity has 
taken over the National Foot- 
ball League. 

Take Dallas and San Fran- 
cisco out of the mix and the 
NFL is the ultimate parody of 
former commissioner Pete 
Rozelle's vision “on any 
given day.” 

To wit: 

— Fifteen teams, more 
than half the league, are be- 
tween 7-5 and 5-7 and eight 
are at .500. If the playoffs 
started next week, a .500 
team would qualify in each 
conference — the 3ets in the 
AFC and the Packers or Fal- 
cons in the NFC. 

— Philadelphia] and Min- 
nesota. two teams that 
seemed a month ago to have 
a chance to challenge the 
49ers and Cowboys in the 
NFC now have lost three 
straight. Each is in that 7-5 
pack and each could easily 
miss the playoffs, as could 
Kansas City, another 7-5 
team. 

— Pittsburgh and Cleve- 
land are tied at 9-3 with San 
Diego for the best record in 
the AFC. Chicago, with 
Steve Walsh 7-0 as a starter 
replacing the high-priced 


Erik Kramer, is atop the 
AFC Central at 8-4. 

Here’s how bizarre it gets. 

The Browns moved to 9-3 
Sunday by beating Houston 
34-10 with Vinny Testaverde 
back at quarterback after 
owner Art Model made it 
dear to coach Bill Belichick 
that he wants one quarter- 
back, not a revolving door 
between Testaverde and Mark 
Rypien. 

Pittsburgh beat the Raiders 
21-3 with Mike Tomczak at 
quarterback, but coach Bill 
Cowher said Neil O’Donnell, 
his leg healed, would be back 
this week when the Steelers 
visit Cincinnati. 

But tbe Steelers may be 
glad next week's game is on 
the road — Tomczak is the 
favourite of Pittsburgh fens. 

“Everybody has an opin- 
ion he said. “If they didn’t, 
life would be pretty dull. 
Sure, some people will be 
disappointed, bat I’m sure 
we’ll keep everybody’s sup- 
port if we keep on winning." 

But will they? 

Pittsburgh is the “hot" 
team in the AFC now, pri- 
marily because of its defence. 
But the Vikings and Eagles 
were the “hot” teams three 
weeks ago at 7-2 and are 
suddenly groping for identi- 
ties. 

Why? 

“I wish I could pinpoint 
why we've lost three in a row. 
We’re all frustrated right 
now," said the Eagles' Rich 
Kotite, a candidate for coach 
of the year a month ago; a 
candidate for a new job next 
year. 

The new salary cap-free 
agency system may be a 
reason why winning and los- 
ing is a matter of a play or 
two a game. 

When the Vikings were 


winning, they were scoring 
off turnovers — corner back 
Anthony Parker had three 
TDS in three games. In three 
losses, they're minus-five in 
turnover ratio, 
off turnovers losses, they're 
minus-five in turnover ratio. 

In New England’s 12-10 
win over the Colts. Don Ma- 
jkowski’s ill-advised lateral 
resulted in a turnover that 
killed the Colts’ last chance. 
New England is 6-6, Indiana- 
polis 5-7. 

And where San Francisco 
has overcome injuries in its 
offensive line and the Cow- 
boys got a storybook per- 
formance from Jason Garrett 
on Thanksgiving in the abs- 
ence of Troy Aikman and 
Rodney Peete, other teams 
can't overcome injuries as 
well. 

Miami, despite its com- 
eback victory over the Jets, 
has been hurt by injuries to 
running backs Terry Kirby, 
Keith Byars and Bemie Par- 
maJee. In fact, that may help 
by “forcing" Dan Marino to 
pass, as he did Sunday. 

The Jets may be the epi- 
tome of the 1994 NFL, teas- 
ing its fans, then letting them 
down. 

They beat Buffalos twice 
and lose to Miami twice. 

On Sunday, they were the 
verge of moving into a tie for 
fust in the AFC East for the 
first time this late East for the 
first time this fete in the 
season since 1986, leading the 
Dolphins 26-6 with 18-39 left. 

Bur Marino saved Miami, 
throwing the winning to pass 
to Mark Ingram, who caught 
all four, after faking a spike 
to to stop the dock. 

“We had," said Jets’ coach 
Pete Carroll, “so many 
chances to put this game 
away.” 


Rejuvenated Sonics beat Pacers 118-99 


SEATTLE (Agendes) — 
The Seattle Supersedes are 
showing some life. 

The results haven’t mea- 
sured up to the potential until 
recently but tbe talent-rich 
Somes weTe feeling rejuven- 
ated on Monday after beating 
the Indiana Pacers 118-99, 
led by Gary Payton’s season- 
high 28 points and Sam Per- 
kins’ 20 off the bench. 

Dedet Schrempf scored 18 
points and Shawn Kemp and 
Kendall Gill added 16 apiece 
for Seattle, which won the 
fifth time in its last six games 
after losing three in a row. 
Tbe Sonics improved to 5-1 at 
home. 

“I don't know what it is, 
but we’ve been in a little 
funk,” said Perkins. “We ha- 
ven’t been ourselves the first 
half of the season. But we've 
started to show some life.” 

Reggie Miller scored 20 
pointsfor Indiana, which lost 
its second straight game after 
winning four in a row. 

“You’ve got to under- 
stand, the road is the tough- 
est place to win in the NBA," 
said Pacers guard Byron 
Scott. “You've got to have a 
different mentality. We’re 
coming out laid back, like we 
sewed up the eastern confer- 
ence.” 

Seattle, which scored the 
first eight points of the game, 
led 27-21 after the first quar- 
ter. 

The Sonics, who led by 14 
points at halftime, scored the 
first five points of the third 
quarter and never looked 
back. The closest the Pacers 
got in the second half was 
73-60 with 6:59 left in third 
period. 

Scott added 15 points for 
Indiana, and Rik Smits and 
Sam Mitchell had 12 apiece. 

“We all know we’re not 
playing well," Scott said. 
“We’re going to have to do 
some serious soul searching 
to know what we want to 
accomplish as a team.” 

In San Antonio, David 
Robinon had 24 points and 10 
rebounds as the Spurs held 
on for a 92-88 victory over 
the Minnesota Timber- 
wolves. 

The Spurs blew nearly all 
of a 14-point third-quarter 
lead but made 8-of-8 free 
throws in the final three mi- 
nutes to hand the Timber- 
wolves their sixth straight loss 
and 12th in their 13 games 
this season. 

Robinson became the 
franchise’s second all-time 
leading scorer, raising his 
career total to 10,298 points, 
right more than James Silas. 
George Gervin holds the 
franchise record with 23,602 
points. 

“Obviously we didn't play 
that well,” said the Wolves' 
Chuck Person, who scored 10 
points. “We’re still trying to 
find the right way for us to 
play and to find out each 
other's tendencies on the 
floor.” 

Vinny Del Negro scored 19 
points and Sean Elliott added 
16 for San Antonio, which 



Derek Strong of the Boston Celtics (centre) Hancock fright) during their at the 

battles for control of die ball with Charlotte Boston Garden (AFP photo) 

Hornets Alonso Mourning (left) and Darrin 


had lost five of its previous 
seven games. 

Isaiah Rider scored 23 
points and Sean Rooks and 
Doug West added 18 each for 
Minnesota, which has just 
single-digit losses this season, 
both against San Antonio. 

“I think this was a good 
game for the Timberwolves,” 
Rooks said. “San Antonio is 
very tough to beat at home 
but we came out and played a 
very competitive game. Our 
guys really stuck together but 
we just couldn't overcome 
their lead.” 

Mashbum sparks Dallas 
: revival 

Jamal Mashbum knows the 
difference a year can make 
because he celebrated much 


more Tuesday than his 22nd 
birthday. 

Tbe small forward survived 
a troubled rookie season to 
spark a revival of the Dallas 
Mavericks, whose 13-69 and 
11-71 showings the past two 
years were the worst records 
in the National Basketball 
Association (NBA). 

“Last year will make me 
better, but I never want to go 
through anything like that 
again," Mashbum said. “This 
is a fresh start for every- 
body.” 

The Mavericks (6-4) fea- 
ture two of the NBA’s top 
three scorers in Mashbum, 
who averages 27.7 prints, 
and guard Jim Jackson, 
whose 30.2 points a game are 
second only to Shaquille 
O’Neal. 


“I don't know if we will 
both be able to average 30 
points a game, but we’re 
going to try,” Mashbum said. 
“We will score a bunch of 
points. People are ac c ept i ng 
their rotes this year, not 
trying to get out of them.” 

Mashbum spent most of 
last season feuding with 
coach Quinn Buckner, who 
was fired from his first NBA 
post and replaced by 22-year 
veteran Dick Motta. 

“Last season was pretty 
much jail,” Mashbum said. 
“Nothing positive came out 
of it. We were unhappy and 
uncomfortable. Hus year 
makes you realise how hard 
lasty year was and what a 
disservice we did having a 
coach who didn’t know what 
was going on.” 


2 -time champion Lendl to 
miss Australian Open 

MELBOURN (AP) — Two-time champion 
Ivan Lendl will miss the Australian Open 
tennis championships because of a back in- 
jury, tournament officials said Tuesday. 
Lendl 34, won the tournament in 19S9 and 
1990 and was beaten as a finalist in 1983 and 
1981. “I understand his back is just not up to 
it," said Tennis Australia president Geoff 
Pollard. Lendl’s world ranking has this year 
dipped to 54th. The Australian Open, mean- 
while, Tuesday announced a six per cent 
increase in prizemoney in Australian dollar 
terms. Prizemoney for the tournament — to 
be played Jan. lfr-29 at the National Tennis 
Centre — will total 8,249,500 Australian 
dollars (U.S.S6.228 million). 

U.S. baseball owners pre- 
pare to impose salary cap 

LEESBURG Virginia (AP) — With little 
hope for a settlement at the bargaining table 
this week, owners of U.S. Major League 
Baseball teams are prepared to impose their 
salary cap plan when they meet Monday in 
Chicago. “Last year’s system is a historical 
artifact and we cannot operate under it any 
more," Atlanta Braves president Stan Kasten 
said Monday night. “Clubs have to do some- 
thing by (December) 7th because from that 
point forward we’re into next season with last 
year’s economic system.” Talks resume Tues- 
day at an executive conference centre near 
Dulles International Airport. Kasten and 
other member of the owners’ bargaining 
committee met Monday with mednator W.J. 
Usery. 

Vietnam appoint Brazilian 
coach 

HANOI (R) — Vietnam have appointed 
Brazilian Edson Araujo Taveres to coach 
their national team as a first step towards 
launching professional soccer in the country, a 
Vietnam Soccer Federation spokesman said 
Tuesday. “Edson Taveres is the first foreign 
coach we’ve hired in the last 10 years," the 
spokesman said. Soviet and Chinese experts 
trained Vietnamese players in the past. The 
contract runs from November 20 to tire end of 
1995. The Asian Football Federation prop- 
osed the idea and an international cigarette 
company is providing the money. 


Russian team without McLaren to 
enough skates in 1995 

MADRID (R) — A Russian team without LONDON (R) r 

enough skates for thier players offered a team ravea ied Mol 
record defeat in the European roller hockey inB ^ r* 24 
championships Monday. The daily Spanish ciL toos 


not an eight-year-old jumper, of tbe same 
name, listed in the rececard. The latter, * 
chestnut gelding, had been backed down from 
6-1 to 5-2 and ended up as the 11-4 favourite 
before the race. As a result, many bookmak- 
ers paid out on the winner before the error 
was discovered. 

Schmeichel out at least a 
month 

MANCHESTER (AP) — Manchester United 
goalkeeper Peter Schmeichel’s back injury 
will keep him out of action for another month 
to six weeks, the team said Monday. The 
Danish international's injury, suffered during 
United’s 3-0 home victory over Crystal Palace 
nine days ago, has turned out to be more 
serious than first thought. Schmeichel, 31, has 
tom muscles around his spinal discs and win 
not play until he is fully recovered, team 
officials said. Gary Walsh, who has played 
four games in Schmeichel’s absense, win 
continue to start until the Dane returns. 

Illegal betting syndicates 
booked 

ROME (AFP) — Italian police have named 
28 top businessmen in connection with illegal 
betting syndicates in football and Formula 
One motor raring. Newspaper and television 
chiefs along with company directors are 
among ihosf under investigation for organis- 
ing lotteries in competition with the official 
betting agencies sanctioned by the govern- 
ment. The directors of the daily sports papem 
Gazzetta Dello Sport and Cbrriere Dello 
Sport are among those implicated, police said. 

Montana's playing status un- 
clear 

KANSAS CITY (AP) — Joe Montana’s 
playing status was unclear Monday after a 
foot injury knocked him out of the Kansas 
Gty Chiefs' game Sunday at Seattle. The 
National Football League team said Montana 
was being examined Monday after suffering 
what was initially described as a sprain to the 
arch of his left foot. The Chiefc said they 
hoepd to know Monday the seriousness of 
Montana's injury. Last year, he missed five 
regular season games because of injuries, that 
took him out of the second half of the AFC 
Championship game at Buffalo. Montana was 
in the training room and unavailable for 
comment after Sunday's 10*9 loss to Seattle. 

1 

McLaren to race at Le Mans 


championships Monday. The daily Spanish 
newspaper El Pais said the Spanish skaters 
averaged a goal a minute in their 61-0 roller 
hockey victory over the Russians, a Spanish 
newspaper said. The daily El Pais said that 
wheti the' Russians made team changes, tile 


wheti the Russians made team changes, the 
player going off had to pass his skates to the 
player coming on, leaving the team a man 
short much of the time. 

Saudi Arabia, Mexico to 
kick-off for King Fahd Cup 

RIYADH (AP) — Gulf champions Saudi 
Arabia are pitted against Mexico in the 
kickoff to the 1995 Inter Continental Cup Jan. 
6. Six teams will be vying for the prestigious 
King Fahd Cup and a draw Monday placed 
, Saudi Arabia, Mexico and Denmark in Group 
A. In Group B, South American champions 
Argentina, also the winners of the inaugural 
Transcontinental Cup, are pitted against Afri- 
can champions Nigeria and Asian champions 
Japan. Prince Sultan Bin Fahd, deputy chair- 
man of the Youth Welfare Presidency said top 
soccer “stars" will participate in the matches, 
adding that it will help “raise technical stan- 
dards," of the game in the kingdom. 

Havelange: Strasbourg 
should host World Cup 
matches 

PARIS (R) — World soccer chief Joao 
Havelange Monday told the organisers of the 
1998 World Cup in France to reconsider 
Strasbourg as one of the sites for matches in 
teh finals. Strasbourg was ruled out originally 
after the municipality deciced the cost of 
repairing the stadium was too high. Have- 
lange told a news conference there were very 
good reasons to reconsider Strasbourg's ap- 
plication. “It is a town of sports and culture 
and, moreover, it hosts the European Parlia- 
ment,” he said. Havelange is in France to 
review seven of the 10 stadiums chosen to host 
World Cup matches. Twelve cities considered 
and nine — Paris. Marseille, Lyon, Bordeaux, 
Toulouse, Nantes, Montpellier, St. Etienne 
and Lens — were eventually selected. 

Wrong horse wins, but book- 
makers lose 

LONDON (R) — A case of mistaken identity 
caused misery and mirth at Lingfield on 
Monday, leaving on-course bookmakers red- 
faced and out of pocket to the tune of 
$18,720. An entry mix-up resulted in a six- 
year-old sprinter called Crystal Heights win- 
ning the Sunningdale Apprentice Handicap — 


LONDON (R) — The McLaren Formula One 
team revealed Monday they would be enter- 
ing the Le Mans 24 hours sporscar race for the 
first tiem in 1995. McLaren, one of the most 
successful teams in Grand Prix racing, will 
enter their FI 1 supercar’ together with Amer- 
ican fuel compafty Gulf Oil. They will contest 
nine- other sportscar races. 


Wales manager 
confidence 


gets vote of 


CARDIFF (R) — Beleaguered Wales soccer 
manager Mike Smith has been given a vote of 
confidence — three days before he names his 
squad for the crunch European Championship 
qualifier against Bulgaria. The Football Asso- 
ciation of Wales reacted Monday to specula- 
tion that former team heads Terry Yorath and 
John Toshack along with Brian Gough were 
being touted as successors. The Welsh F.A. 
said Smith was still in charge. Welsh soccer 
chiefs are due to meet December 7 when their 
disastrous start to the European Cham- 
pionship, which has seen humiliating defeats 
by Georgia and Moldova, is sure to be 
discussed. There has been criticism of Smith 
with striker Ian Rush openly questioning in a 
newspaper column the tactics used in the 5-0 
hammering in Georgia. 

Thai yields flyweight title 

EAST ORANGE, N.J. (AP) - Pichit Sith- 
bangprachan of Thailand has given up the IBF 
flyweight championship rather than defend 
ha title against top-ranked Jose Luis Zepeda 
of the United States. The move was 
announced Monday by IBF_presidem Robert 
Lee and took effect last Friday. Sithbang- 
prachan won a split decision over Zepeda 
May 8 in Bangkok, Thailand. He had been 
ordered to make a mandatory defence in a 
rematch by Dec. 4. Lee said the IBF will 
move quicldy to match Zepeda with second- 
ranked Francisco Tejedor of Colombia for the 
vacant 112-pound title. 

Trapattoni to stay at Bayern 

(R) — Bayern Munich vice- 
Kart-1 J c, “ Kummenigge Tuesday 
quashed speculation that Italian coach 
Giovann 1 Trapattoni was set to leave the club 

■ a ?^ S ^ e start 10 the season. 
jEWS? i*?"‘ tcl X s^ng as coach until 

sittStftm ” 18 to chan S e that 

situation. Rummenigge said tn answer to 

the Ba - Vern trainer might be 
in the running for a job as Italian national 

team coach. One recent report suggested it 
was going to be announced on DeS er r 

S 31 J Il ap ! r,0ni wouId re Place strugeli"* ita* 

S ^ SS ,^ go Sacchi and ‘hat Bayern were 
already talking to possible new trebles 


Maradona may call strike against drugs test 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — Controversial 
Diego Maradona, whose career was ditched 
by drugs and scandals, said Monday he was 
considering calling a soccer players strike 
against mass drugs tests. '“This cannot go on 
like this," he told a local radio station. The 
34- year -old former soccer superstar said he 
was piling a players meeting on Wednesday 
to discuss the tests. Maradona's anger was 
triggered by an ongoing probe initiated last 
June by a federal judge who ordered 32 
players to undergo tests after an anonymous 
caller accused them of being “junkies.” All 
the players of Pfetense and Gimnasia y 
Esgnma La Plata tested negative-in June. But 
two of them felled a second test conducted 
this month under judge Roberto Mar- 
quevich's orders. “These players are no drug 
addicts,” said Maradona. 
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Nantes midfielder Raynald Pedros (left) 
attempts to pass Cannes defender Philip. (AFP photo) 
pe Rascfake during their French First 


i. Nantes won the match 1-41 


French League on trial as 


Bastia answer violence charges 


PARIS (AFP) — The 
French Football League 
Thursday launches an in- 
vestigation into an appall- 
ing catalogue of violence 
during the first division 
match between Bastia and 
Monaco at weekend. 

Ostensibly, Bastia will be 
in the dock but the league 
itself will also be on trial. 

Bastia will attempt to put 
a positive spin on a grim 
episode which include just 
about every possible per- 
mutation of football hooli- 
ganism — a pitch invasion, 
attacks on players and 
match officials and players 
attacking one another. 

The evidence is irrefut- 
able and includes video 
footage of the violence 
which was broadcast on 
nationwide television. 

The facts are not in ques- 
tion — but the football 
league's will to combat 
football violence most de- 
finitely is. 

The match degenerated , 
after only 12 minutes when' 
Monaco had taken a ^5,. 
lead and a free-for-all 
broke out between the 
players after Bastia’s Eric 
Dewilder fouled Laurent 
Viaud. 


The match resumed until 
the 43rd minute when re- 
feree Antoine de Pandis 
ruled offside a Bastia goal 
by Anton Drobnjak shortly 
after turning down a Bastia 
appeal for a penalty. 

First the linesman and 
the De Pandis were mob- 


bed by fans invading the 
pitch. De Pandis was hit in 
the eye by a coin and his 
shin was tom. Monaco's 
captain Gaude Puel was 
smashed on the head and 
teammate Lilian Thuram 
was also struck. 

De Pandis pulled both 
teams off the field and in 
the tunnel Monaco's inter- 
national defender Eric Di 
Meco had his nose broken 
•when he was head-butted 
by Bastia's Laurent Morac- 
efiini. 

De Pandis brought the 
players back on the pitch 
after 2S minutes to prevent 
a potential riot in the 
stands. 

But for Monaco, the 
second half was a disaster. 
With both substitutes 
already used — one to re- 
place the battered Di Meco 
— they were forced to play 
the last 30 minutes with 
only 10 men after Viand 
came off injured. Bastia 
scored twice in the dosing 
25 minutes to salvage a 
draw. 

Monaco are awaiting jus- 
tice from the football 
league investigation but 
they may be bitterly dis- 
appointed. 

“The league has not 
taken its responsibilities 
too seriously in recent 
cases," said Monaco coach 
Jean-Luc Ettori. 

Bastia face a possible, 
season ban from their 
Furiani stadium which is 
being refurbished after a 
stand collapsed in May 


1992, killing 15 fans and 
injuring 2,000. 

The result of the match 
could also be overturned to 
give Monaco three points 
for a win. 

But the Corsican club 
have grounds for optimism. 
After the match free cham- 
pagne was rushed to the 
referee’s room and De Pan- 
dis was wined and dined 
until late- into the night by 
Bastia officials. 

The league’s record of 
failure to take effective ac- 
tion in similar cases of sta- 
dium violence this season 
also works in Bastia's 
favour. 

Earlier this season the 
league imposed no sanc- 
tions after fighting dis- 
rupted the game between 
Marti gues and Paris St. 
Germain during which mis- 
siles rained down on the 
pitch, including a pair of 
scissors. 

In another incident, the 
league did nothing to pun- 
ish the. guOty parties after.i 
fan ran on to the pitch and 
attacked a player during 
the Bordeaux match 
against Lens. 

“When are the league 
going to take a stand 
against this kind of vio- 
lence?” the French sports 
daily L’Equipe asked Mon- 
day. 

Monaco president Jean- 
Luis Campora is hoping for 
derisive action from the 
league. “But if we don't get 
it there will be an appeal." 
he said. 


China furious over drug revelations 


sports federations toughen regulations 


BEUING (AFP) — Chinese 
Olympic Committee 
secretary-general Wei 
Jizhong Tuesday angrily con- 
demned a Japanese sports 
official for revealing that 11 
'Chinese athletes had failed 
drug tests last month at 
Asia’s prime sporting show- 
case. 

Wei said he could not com- 
ment on reports of the posi- 
tive tests during the Asian 
Games in Hiroshima. But he 
said Yoshio Kuroda, the 
Japanese head of the Olym- 
pic Council of Aria (OCA) 
medical commission , should 
not have confirmed the cases 
before the inquiry was com- 
pleted. . 

“The rules, adopted by all 
the members of the Olympic 
Council of Asia, stipulate 
that in the case of positive 
tests, only the OCA presi- 
dent and spokesman are 
empowered to make a state- 
ment,” Wei said. 

His attack- came as senior 
OCA officials said the latest 
scandal would cost China its 
chances of staging the Olym- 
pic Games. 

Kuroda has confirmed that 
11 Chinese athletes tested 
positive during Asia’s major 
sporting event held from 
October 2 to 16. which was 
dominated by China. 

Kuroda would not give 
identities, but Japanese press 
reports said Lu Bin, winner 
of four swimming gold med- 
als, was among those who 
tested positive. Up to eight of 
the failed tests may have 
come from the controversial 
swimming squad. 

Kuroda said Tuesday he 
would call a special meeting 


in December to hear the case 
of the 11 Chinese athletes 
involved. 

"I’m planning to set up a 
sports medical committee on 
December 15 or 16 to submit 
to the OCA our final results 
of the cases from the medical 
point of view,” Kuroda- told 
AFP. 

Japan's Yomiuri Shim bun 


OCA executive members, known soon. 


who requested anonymity, 
AFP 


newspaper reported Tuesday 
besides Lu, four male 


that 

swimmers tested positive, in- 
cluding Xiong Guoming, 20, 
winner of four golds, Hu Bin, 
21, who won the 50-metre 
freestyle, and Zhang Bin, 18. 
winner of the 200-metre but- 
terfly. 

The daily, quoting sources 
close to the OCA, said Yang 
Aihua. another female swim- 
mer, who tested positive in 
an earlier random sampling 
test, was also among the 11. 

Kuroda said the OCA 
might take a derision on . 
whether to disqualify the 
Chinese athletes at a board 
meeting on January 5 in Har- 
bin, China. 

The Chinese Olympic com- 
mittee chief said he could, 
make no comment until after 
the OCA had met. 

Last week the Internation- 
al Swimming Federation ban- 
ned Yang Aihua, the world 
400m freestyle champion, for 
two yeais. She tested positive 
for banned drugs on Septem- 
ber 30 during a pre-Asian 
Games swoop by FINA in- 
spectors. 

Seventeen-year-old Yang 
is the fifth Chinese swimmer 
to fail a test in the past two 
years. More than 30 athletes 
from all sports have tested 
positive since 1987. 


told AFP that the latest scan- 
dal may cost China any 
chance of staging the Olym- 
pic Games. 

“China had wanted to use 
their success at the Hiroshi- 
ma Asian Games last month 
to launch a bid to stage the 
2004 Olympics.” said one 
OCA member. 

China won 137 gold medals 
at the Games, more than 
twice second-placed South 
Korea. “They wanted to use 
their status as the regional 
sporting superpower to 
. announce their candidacy in a 
blaze of publicity,” he added. 

"This has ruined every- 
thing. There is no proof that 
China is orchestrating the use 
of drugs but the International 
Olympic Committee cannot 
ignore this.” 

. IOC president Juan Anto- 
nio Samaranch has leapt to 
the defence of Chinese sport 
several times in the past. The 
last time was when he was at 
the Asian Games, when he 
said he was convinced that 
Chinese sport was “drug 
free.” 

Another OCA executive 
member said: “Samaranch is 
not a man to let down in such 
a position and he plays a key 
role in deciding where an 
Olympics is bela.” 

China was already thought 
to have suffered from a 
Tiananmen Square massacre 
backlash when it lost the 2000 
Games to Sydney. Cape 
Town is already a candidate 
for the 2004 Games. Wei said 
at Hiroshima that China 
would make its position ab- 
out a future Olympic bid 


Drugs net tightens 


Growing suspensions about 
the reasons behind China's 
sports superpower status has 
compelled several interna-, 
tional federations to step up 
testing procedures. 

On Monday, when it was 
reported that 11 Chinese 
competitors failed tests for 
banned performance- 
enhancing substances at last 
month's Asian Games, the 
International Amateur 
Athletic Federation (LAAF) 
decided to toughen regula- 
tions further. 

Drug-cheat athletes will 
now be banned on the basis 
of the first positive test in- 
stead of two, the LAAF coun- 
cil decided. 


to make court action a means 
of last resort for athletes. 

“The form stipulates that 
the athlete agrees that -all 

J! _ ■ 


disputes arising from doping. 

a. in 


control will be resolve 
accordance with arbitration 
rules,” IAAF spokesman 
Christopher Winner said. 
“That essentially means be- 
fore an athlete goes to the 
courts he or she is obliged'to 
go through our system first.” 

Reports of the newest blow 
to China’s reputation — con- 
firmed by the tests oq- a 
second batch of urine sam- 
ples — have emphasised that 
none of super coach Ma Jun- 
ren’s army of world-beating 
runners were among the posi- 
tive tests. 


Athletes can still insist on a 
second sample being tested. 
But the move was a dear sign 
of the growing embarrass- 
ment at the continuing drug 
scandals casting a shadow 
over the movement. 

“Pressure has been build- 
ing for several months for 
stricter tests because the drug 
problem seems to be crop- 
ping up again. The Chinese 
are an important factor, 
though not the only one,” 
said an Olympic Council of 
Asia executive member ab- 
out the latest scandal. 


Coaches from rival nations 
have made repeated com- 
plaints about the Chinese 
swimmers, who won 12 of the 
16 gold medals at the World 
Championships in Rome -In 
September. 

Techniques to detect drug 
cheats are becoming more 
sophisticated. But spores offi- 
cials say athletes are also 
taking advantage of latest re- 
arch. 


se 


In addition, track and field 
athletes will have to sign a 
waiver agreeing to resolve all 
doping disputes within the 
sport’s guidelines before 
going to court, the IAAF 
decided Tuesday. 

Hie decision, is designed 


■ ■ 

“Despite the shaming of 
the likes of Ben Johnson, 
though, naked ambition js 
still a powerful force,” said 
one International Olympic 
Committee observer in 
Hiroshima. 1 

Another problem is thgt 
different federations have 
different test methods and 
rules foT carrying out teste. 
The IOC has been frying fpr 
several years to introduce 
universal techniques. 


S. African keeper doubtful for Ivory Coast match 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— South African goalkeeper 
Steve Crowley is a doubtful 
starter against Ivory Coast 
when a four-nation tourna- 
ment continues Wednesday 
night in Port Elizabeth. 

The Kaizer Griefs star pul- 
led a leg muscle during the 
shock 2-1 victory over Ghana 
in Pretoria at the weekend, 
and hardly moved when 
Frank Amankwah scored a 
soft goal from long range. 

Wade du Plessis, from 
lowly Durban club D’Alber- 
tou Callies. will win his first 
cap in Crowley, who has rep- 
resented his country in 16 of 
their 23 matches, fails to fit- 
ness test. 

Ruud Gullit-lookalike Au- 
gustine Makalakalane, last 
capped against Nigeria two 
years ago, has been freed by 
Swiss dub Baden and joined 


the squad Monday. 

Coach Clive Barker says 
the dash with the Ivorians, 
who defeated Cameroon 2-1 
in their opening match, will 
decide who pockets the 
$70,000 first prize. 

The Elephants relied on 
players from Abidjan clubs 
ASEC, - Africa Sports and 
Stade to tame the Indomit-. 
able Lions through goals 
from Bi-Tra Yoro and 
Charles Dago. 

New French coach Pierre 
Pleimelding lamented many 
missed chances, and goals 
even be harder to find against 
the quick-covering South 
Africans. 

Barker switched long- 
serving midfielder Neil Tovey 
to the heart of defence in the 
absence of Turkish-based 


Steve Komphela and the 
chiefs veteran adapted su- 
perbly to his new role. 

Ghana will lack star mid- 
fielder and captain Abedi 
Pele, who has returned to 
Italian club Torino, for the 
opening game agaidSt Came- 
roon at Boet Erasmus rugby 
stadium." 

Hie Black Stars, African 
champions a record ' four 
times, are still smarting from 
their defeat by a South Afri- 
can team missing seven regu- 
lar players. 

Leading official Sam Brew- 
Butler claimed Marks Map- 
aonyane was offside when he 




the shackles of “shadow 
Linda Buthelezi and local 
fans will expect much more 
from fonner ‘wonderboy 5 Nil 
Odartey Lamptey in mid- 
field. 

Cameroon were outplayed 
by Ivory Coast despite coach 


Jules Nyongha making nin£ 
changes to the team bumilij- 
ated by Lesotho in the Aftv 
can Nations’ Cup. 

Nyongha succeeded 
Frenchman Henri Michel afr 
ter the World Cup debalce* 
and faces, a m ammoth tas^ 


V"- 


headed the opening goal and 
Khar 


that Doctor Khomalo took a 
dive to win the penalty he 
converted. 

But Pele seldom escaped 


Kafelnikov to lead Russia 


in Davis Cup showdown 








PARIS (AFP) — Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov, the 20-year-old 
Russian hero who has led his 
country to tl - first-ever 
Davis Cup final, knows that 
he can afford no mistakes in 
next weekend’s showdown 
with Sweden. 

Hie big-serving 6ft 3in 
■player, who exploded on to 
the international scene after a 
remarkable season which has 
seen him rise from outside 
the fop-100 to eleventh in the 
rankings, is all too aware of 
what is expected of him. 

He has been the backbone 
1 of Russia’s ‘’Cinderella” suc- 
" cess in the event — winning 
all of his singles and also 
adding a vital point in the 
doubles alongside Andrei 
Olhovskiy against first-round 
opponents Australia and 
semi-final rivals and defend- 
ing champions Germany. 

Now he wants to complete 
the job before midnight 
chimes. 



"This is the first time we 
have reached the final and 
support is going to be huge. 
There will be two hundred 
million people behind us and 
20, 000 spectators at the 

match. 

“We are not going to play 
100 per cent. We are going to 
play 12Q percent. I am sure it 

IS DAi nor fA Ka *> nrAn r mftfrJl.” 


<s going to be a great match. 
Russia.'! : 


Russia's team captain 
Vadim Borisov, who has led 
the Russians on the long 
journey from the qualifying 


round in 1993 to the final, is 
expected to line up Alexan- 
der Volkov and Andrei 
Olhovskiy alongside Kafelni- 
kov — both competent and 
experienced players who 
should give a good account of 
themselves against the 
Swedes. 

The left-handed Volkov, 
26 and ranked 25th, showed 
what he is capable of when he 
sowed the first seeds of doubt 
in German arrogance and 
overconfidence by beating 
the then world number-two 
Michael Stick in the opening 
singles in Hamburg in 
September. 

And 28-year-old Olhovs- 
kiy, ranked 95th and an ex- 
cellent foil for Kafelnikov in 
the doubles, has shown that 
he can also soak up pressure 
and produce the goods in 
singles as well. The Moscow 
player, who thrives on fast 
surfaces and who has twice- 
reached the fourth round at 
Wimbledon, clinched Rus- 
sia’s exciting- 3-2 second 
round win over the Czech 
Republic by beating Slava 
Dosedel in a dramatic four- 
set thriller back in July. 

Sweden, bidding for their 
fifth Davis Cup victory, last 
won the prestigious trophy 
back in 1987 when they 
crushed India 5-0 in Gothen- 
burg in the final. They were 
also finalists in 1988 and 1989 
but lost both years to Boris 
Becker’s Germany. 




WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH KIRSCH 
MM 


SIGHTING A WRONG 


vulnerable. South way of stopping North short of 


North -South 
deals. 

NORTH 

* Void 

C A Q 10 2 
0KQ32 
* AS 7 5 4 
WEST EAST 

t A J9S64 * Q 10 7 5 2 
0766 9X983 

O' 10 7 6 5 C 4 
* Void * Q » 2 

SOUTH 

* K3 
P J ♦ 

CAJ98 

* KJ1096 
The bidding: 

Sooth Wmt North East 
1* 1* 2* 3* 

S NT 4 * 6 * Pass 

Pass Pan 

Opening lead: Ace of * 

Don't hImtiAiii the ahip too 
quickly. Jon became you make an 
unfortunate play doesn't wu>aw the 
end of t&a wodd is here. Look for 
ways to recover. 

Once South hud opened the bid- 
ding with one dnh. the North hand 
became very powerful Best-West’s 
spade barrage rhp hand even 
more impressive and there was no 


West led the see of spades, niffed 
in dummy. Had South next cashed 
the aee of dubs, the lie of the trump 
suit would have been exposed and, 
after a finesse for the Ia4y, the slam 
would have been assured regardless 
of the location of the long of hearts. 
But South made the more natural 
play of a low club from the m h V to 
the king and was now saddled with 
an unavoidable trump loser. 

Had declarer relied on the heart 
finesse the slam would have gone 
down to defeat- But South, a good 
fjfhniftm panted better than a 50 
percent chance of success- 


The king of spades was cashed, 
followed by the ace of dubs. Declar- 
er then started running diamonds. 
East realized raffing was fetal for 
the defense— that would have 
trapped the defender in an endplay, ' 
mwi a heart were 


SO TWO 


That merely delayed the inevita- 
ble. Declarer exited with a trump 
and East could choose how to com- 
mit suicide. Being a scholar and a 
gentleman, he simply .threw in the 
hand and conceded the slam. 


TO RENT 


1st floor of brand new luxurious villa in Abdoun, W. 
Amman. Individual entrance, 320sq.m., 1 master, 2 
bedrooms, 3 baths, a salon, 1 dining, 1 Irving, large 
kitchen, breakfast comer, vast veranda, garage, garden, 
etc... Fiilly furnished. 

Please call Tel. 865693 for appointment Agents 

■ please substain. 


PACKING. UNPACKING AND MOVING FURNITURE. UPHOLSTHT 
FOR COMMERCIAL L RESIDENTIAL. 

ELECnUCAL. IRON AND ALUMINIUM 
«£ SERVICES AND MAINTENANCE. 


Ca(( Mute KOUM &C: 88418T 


J -S. 1 - - CT 







THE PERFECT DRESS SHOE. 

Florsheim combines style 
wirtisuperior comfort technology. 



FLORSHEIM 



i ( I'ii (jilti ' il 'f 




ESQUIRE MEN SWEAR 

Maraqa Commercial Center 
Jebal Amman, First Circle 
Tel: 645745 


FOR RENT 


I 


r . . 


I l 


MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

☆ Studio of one bedroom, K & B. . < 

☆ One bedroom living room K & B. 

☆ Two bedrooms, living-dining room K & B. -j 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman bet 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Owner Tel.: 667862/642351 < 


FOR SALE 


•:< 


Scandinavian rosewood dining room table with 
6 seats, buffet. In excellent condition. Price. 1 
JD 750. ‘ : 

Contact 691131 from 9-2 p.m., ^ 

664737 from 2-6 p.m. Mr. Faris 
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.PROUDLY PRESENTS 
A TOUCH OF ITALY.'- , 
FEATURING THE FAMOUS . 
ITALIAN CHEF?.;' ' • 


4 




OF AN EXQUISITE - - 
• r ^ RESTAURANT IN ITALY- 

. 'I - -,; 

THE RENOWNED: TH E-YTRE SINGER. 
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, , ENCHANTING US WITH , 
CLASSICAL ITALIAN SONGS 


« . 
. • 




^ v. Starring from ihe-2od.aJ December .10 the Sih 
. - Tickets including Dinner * wine 

. *-ar C sold &\ VflJa D’Angelo for JD 20 (Inclusive}, 
.jabal Amman. 1 si circle, behind Pfs^sjxin :\uitioniy. 

" :TeL 6382 J 2 . 
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Gnema 

PHILADELPHIA 


Cinema 



The film which won 
seven Oscars 

IN THE NAME OF 
THE FATHER 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. S:30 - 10:45 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 


David Bradley 
in 


Cyborg Cop 

Shows: 12J0. 3:30. 5:00. 6:30. 8 JO. Kh30 


CONCORD “1” 

Tom Hanks ... in 

in 



Shows: HSU. 3JII. h:lki. S:l>. Hl:3*i 

CONCORD “2” 


Sister Act 

Shows: 3:15, 5:15 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 


Tel.: 675571 

NabU A1 Mashtni TRaatra 


Sharon Stone & Richard 


in 


Intersection 

Shows: 12 JO. 3.30. 6:15- SJO 

The family & children play 

"Water is a gift of life” 

10:00 a.m. 


Thursday. ..Thursday 
1.12.1994 

You have a date with Abu Awad at 
the opening of the new perform- 
ance of the comedy: 

A Punctured Bag 
(Qirfoeh Makhzouqa) 

Ticket window is open all day 


i 

> ; 
i 
& 

: i 


Nabil & Hisham’s Tel.: 62S1SS 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Presents: 


The political satire: 

A 1 S a I a m Y a Salami 

Daily £■: Z:ZZ 

the 


Saturday & Sunday is 
theatre’s holiday. 

In English next Satur- 
day and Sunday 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


500,000 amphetamine pills seized in Cairo 

■ 

CAIRO ( AFP) — Police have seized 500,000 amphetamine 
pills smuggled into Egypt by a drug-trafficker and two 
accomplices working at Cairo airport, police said Tuesday. 
Tile pills, worth a total of four million Egyptian pounds 
£$1.3 million), were brought in by an unidentified smuggler 
ur a case left at the airport. The smuggler then flew out 
aga in straight away. His two accomplices, an airport 
f worker and a security official, collected the case from the 
unclaimed luggage department and sold the drugs on the 
local market, police said. 

Israel appoints new northern commander 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel on Tuesday appointed General 
Amiram Levin army commander for the northern region, 
which covers the border areas with Lebanon and Syria, a 
military spokesman said. Sen. Levin, born in Palestine in 
1946, led Israel's “chief of staff commando unit" for several 
ygars. The general, who commanded a tank battalion 
daring Israel’s 1992 Lebanon war, has been in charge of 
manoeuvres for the last two years. He takes over from 
Gen. Yitzhak Mordechai who retires. 

Europe funds 300 more homes for Palestinians 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The European 
Union (EU) has given the Palestinian self-rule authority 
$12 million to build 300 homes in the territories starting in 
March, officials announced Tuesday. European delegation 
chief Thomas Dupla said he signed the contract with the 
Palestinian housing council on Monday. The grant came on 
top of $40 million handed over for bouse construction since 
1992 and pushed the total number of EU-funded units in 
the Gaza Strip and West Bank to 1,200. 

Cyprus, Iranians stuffed bread with Hashish 

NICOSIA (R) — Three Iranians were arrested at a Cyprus 
hotel on suspicion of smuggling 1.5 kilos of hashish stuffed 
inside pitta breads,S police siad. Nassir Biba Nejad, 47, 
Hassah Ibrahim, 42, and Ali Reza Abbadi, 38, were 
arrested Monday night, police said. “It was probably the 
third time they were in Cyprus. We believe they are 
members of a drug ring," a police spokesman said. Police 
were tipped off and had the men under surveillance. 

Smog chokes Istanbul; heating ordered off 

ANKARA (R) — Istanbul was choked by smog on 
Tuesday and authorities ordered heating turned off in 
homes and offices in the city of 10 million, the Anatolian 
news agency said. “We have initiated first stage measures 
following high sulphur dioxide levels and high pressure 
over the city and no expectation of winds to disperse the 
smog,” Istanbul Deputy Governor Ruhi Paker said. 
Hospitals and health care institutions, schools, nurseries 
and homes for the elderly were exempted from the measure 
after sulphur dioxide levels hit 700 micro grams per cubic 
jnetres. Officials asked the elderly, children and people 
with heart or chest ailments not to leave their homes unless 
necessary. Istanbul has developed a serious air pollution 
problem in recent years as authorities are unable to check 
Use of low-grade coal by millions of rural immigrants. 
Heating by non-polluting natural gas, only partly i nittailed 
in the city, was allowed. 

a 
I 

Pizza deliveryman freed in Cyprus 

NICOSIA (R) — A Greek Pizza deliveryman who strayed 
across the U.N.-patrolled buffer zone in divided Cyprus 
and was jailed in the Turkish side was released, authorities 
said on Tuesday. George Koutsonikolas, 24, of Salonika, a 
student at the higher technical institute in Nicosia, was 
freed on Monday night after crossing into the Turkish 
Cypriot side on Saturday while trying to deliver a pizza to a 
U.N. post in Nicosia, police said. He was allowed to cross 
by Greek Cypriot national guards who mistook his white- 
painted van for a U.N. vehide, they said. Mr. Koutsoniko- 
las told reporters in the government-controlled area that he 
had not been mistreated but that Turkish soldiers had 
asked him about the number of Greek nationals on the 
^island. The government of Cyprus and Greece protested to 
-the United Nations over the detention and hundreds of 
^Greek and Greek Cypriot students demonstrated for his 
immediate release. 

Egypt rejects U.S. criticism 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt on Monday dismissed U.S. press 
reports that it had broken the U.N. embargo imposed on 
Libya saying it was upholding all Security Council resolu- 
tions. “Egypt's concern to preserve the interests of the 
Libyan people while respecting international resolutions,'’ 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa said. “Any press campaign, 
critical or pressing will not change Egypt's position,” he 
told journalists on returning from Saudi Arabia. The 
Security Council slapped an air and military embargo on 
Libya in 1992, after Tripoli refused to hand over two 
Libyans suspected in the 1989 bombing of a Pan Am 
airliner over Lockerbie, Scotland, which killed 270 people. 
Libya has refused to allow the men to be tried in either 
Britain or the United States. Egypt has backed a comprom- 
ise put forward by the Arab League and Libya, to try the 
men at the International Court of Justice in The Hague, a 
proposal rejected by Washington and London. The 
Washington Post and the U.S. News and World Report 
said in early November that Libya and Egypt had “pri- 
vileged links.” 

Cairo says missing firearms stolen in 1989 

CAIRO (AFP) — The interior ministry has said that 538 
machine guns and revolvers were stolen from a security 
services store in 1989. denying reports that the theft had 
happened eight days ago. “That incident took place in 1989 
and not on November 20,” the ministry said in a statement 
to AFP. It added that a policeman implicated in the theft 
fr o m the store in Qena was later suspended, and that 121 
arms had been recovered. Police said Saturday that thieves 
had broken into the store the previous weekend and stolen 
the weapons, and Interior Minister Hassan AJ AJfi had 
ordered an inquiry. 

Iran ‘fully alert’ over Western presence 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's navy is “folly alert” over the 
presence of Western forces in the Gulf and ready to defend 
itself in case of attack, a navy commander said in remarks 
published Tuesday. Rear Admiral Abbas Mohtaj, the 
navy's second-command, said 40 Iranian ships were “con- 
stantly monitoring the movement of foreign warships in the 
Gulf. “We are fully alert and are prepared to defend our 
territorial waters from foreign invasion,” he said, quoted 
by the English daily Kayfaan International on Tuesday. 
Since the end of the 1991 war, U.S. British and French 
forces have staged regualr joint manoeuvres with Gulf 
Arab states. 

» 

Israeli premier to visit Hungary 

■ 

BUDAPEST (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin arrives in Hungary on Friday to attend a Socialist 
International (SI) meeting ahead of a Conference on 





place 


Summit on Dec. 5 and 6, both in the Hungarian capital. Mr. 
Rabin will also meet members of Hungary’s Jewish 
community. The length of the Israeli premier’s stay has not 
been announced. 
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SUB FOR SALE: A sailor dears the surface of die 
submar ine “Piranya” from ice at Kronshtadt harbour, 
near St. Petersburg, where the submarine, designed for 


and diversion action, is waiting for a buyer 


(AFP photo) 


Israeli 

strategists 

propose 

annexation 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel’s leading 
strategic studies centre sug- 
gested Tuesday that the gov- 
ernment annex more than a 
tenth of the West Bank under 
a final peace settlement with 
the Palestinians. 

What the Jafee Centre for 
Strategic Studies called a 
“moderate territorial com- 
promise” would annex to 
Israel 11 per cent of the 
territory which houses 70 
per cent of the Jewish set- 
tlers. 

The zones it recommends 
for annexation are east, west 
and south of Jerusalem and a 
belt along the northwest bor- 
der of the territory. 

“It would be inconceivable 
for the Israelis to remove all 
the 120,000 settlers,” Jaffee 
director Joseph Alpher said. 

East Jerusalem, which was 
“annexed” in 1967, and the 
160,000 Israelis living there, 
were not considered by the 
centre although the Palesti- 
nians demand control of the 
sector as well as the entire 
West Bank. 

All other settlements, in- 
cluding those on the Gaza 
Strip would be dismantled, 
Mr. Alpher told reporters. 


Israeli, Jordanian police 
working together in Haiti 


PORT-AU-PRINCE 
(Agencies) — Israeli and 
Jordanian police are work- 
ing together for the first 
time as pan of a U.N. 
programme to monitor and 
retrain the Haitian police, 
leaders of the two teams 
said Monday. 

Master Sergeant Shimon 
Avishai and Jordanian 
Lieutenant Colonel Samed 
Abu Ourabi described their 
work at a news conference 
held by the U.S. embassy. 

Sgt. Avishai, a 16-year 
veteran of the Israeli bor- 
der guards, said the pre- 
sence of the Israeli and 
Jordanian police in the 
same operation was a first 
for the two countries, 
which signed a peace treaty 
Oct. 26. 

The Jordanian police are 
veterans of similar U.N. 
operations in Angola, 
Cambodia, Croatia, 
Mozambique and Rwanda, 
Col. Abu Ourabi said. 

Both the Israeli and 
Jordanian forces are work- 
ing side-by-side in this 
Caribbean nation to help 
build a Haitian police force 
respectful of human rights. 

’This is the first time we 


are at peace and working 
together," Sgt. Avishai 
said Monday at the news 
conference to explain what 
international police moni- 
tors are doing. 

The 38-member Israeli 
and 150-member Jordanian 
contingents are pan of the 
802-member, 20-nation in- 
ternational police monitor 
corps in Haiti to monitor 
and retrain Haiti's once 
notoriously repressive 
police. 

“They bated police offic- 
ers before,” Sgt. Avishai 
said. His contingent works 
in Carre four, the poor met- 
ropolitan neighbourhood 
where soldiers and police 
officers routinely beat and 
killed Chilians until Presi- 
dent Jean-Betrand Aris- 
tide's return Oct. IS from 
more than three years in 
exile. 

Until Sept. 19, when the 
U.S. led a multinational 
force to pave the way for 
Mr. Aristide’s return, the 
7,500-member army in- 
cluded more than 1,000 
metropolitan policemen. 
The police are due to be 
placed under civilian con- 
trol and the army will be 
cut to 1,500 officers. . 


Carrefour residents 
closed down one police sta- 
tion and gutted another af- 
ter the multinational incur- 
sion. Israeli monitors will 
organise a “megastation” 
that will control several 
neighbourhood precincts. 

Sgt. Avishai said the 
Israeli police monitors are 
training Haitian police to 
become a “community 
police, to serve.” Making 
their rounds with Haitian 
police, the Israelis tell the 
residents that “now they 
have a new police. The 
people saw there is a differ- 
ence," he said. 

The Jordanian contin- 
gent gives on-the-job short 
course training, patrolling 
the capital with armed Hai- 
tian police around the 
clock. Col. Abu Ourabi 
said. 

Both Israelis and Jorda- 
nians have fulfilled unex- 
pected duties. Together 
they looked for and found a 
missing boy. Both have 
helped pregnant women 
deliver their babies. 

One mother called her 
baby “Israel,” the other 
“Jordan,” said Sgt. 
Avishai. 


Turkey looks for new foreign minister 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey 
was Tuesday looking for a 
new foreign minister follow- 
ing the resignation of Mhntaz 
Soysal at a time when several 
key diplomatic issues are 
pressing for attention. 

Mr. Soysal, 65, handed in 
his notice Monday after 
weeks of friction with Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller. 

His deputy Murat Karayal- 
rin has taken over the minis- 
ter's responsibilities but 
under the Turkish constitu- 
tion this interim measure can 
last only up to 15 days. 

Mr. Soysal ’s disappearance 
deprives Turkey of a capable 
diplomat at a moment when 
at least three matters on the 
foreign agenda need action. 

Decisions to be taken over 
the next few weeks will be 
crucial for Turkey’s future 
relations with the European. 
Union (EU). EU foreign 


ministers meeting Monday 
and Tuesday in Brussels were 
to discuss plans for a customs 
union with Turkey. An 
agreement in principle is due 
before the end of the year, 
ready for the union to oper- 
ate at the start of 1996. 

A committee considering 
Turkey’s association with the 
EU is also due to meet in 
Dec. 19. 

The prime minister and 
foreign minister are expected 
in Budapest on Dec.' 8 at a 
meeting of the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE) when the 
conflict in Nagorno- 
Karabakh will be among. mat- 
ters discussed. 

The dispute over the en- 
clave pits Turkey's neighbour 
Armenia against Azerbaijan, 
its Muslim ally. 

Mr. Soysal was a guiding 
light in a group of countries 


within the CSCE which 
opposed Russian attempts 
over the past several months 
to station troops in Azerbai- 
jan. 

Ankara has also to decide 
before year end whether to 
renew the mandate of a mul- 
tinational force based in Tur- 
key monitoring northern Iraq 
and assisting the Knrdish 
population there. Turkey, 
France, the United States 
and Britain, partners in so- 
called “Provide Comfort,” 
voted last March to continue 
the operation but said the 
measures could not be in 
place idefinitely. 

Mr. Soysal himself had ex- 
pressed reservations on re- 
newing the mandate. 

In his letter of resignation 
Mr. Soysal accused the prime 
minister of “preventing him 
from making the necessary 
arrangements for his minis- 


try,” the Anatolia news agen- 
cy reported. 

The two had recently 
clashed over the number two 
spot at the Foreign Ministry, 
with Ms. Ciller bent on 
appointing one of her close 
aides, which Mr. Soysal 
opposed. 

The two also disagreed last 
month on the government’s 
privatisation programme, 
one of the pet projects of Ms. 
Ciller's True Path Party. 

Mr. Soysal, a member of 
the Social Democratic Popul- 
ist Parly, the junior party in 
the coalition, made his sup- 
port for the plan contingent 
on the government im- 
plementing political reforms, 
a key goal of his party. 

Mr. Ciller challenged him 
to endorse the plan or resign, 
and in the end Mr. Soysal 
backed down, supporting the 
programme. 


Great train 
robber dies 
at own hand 

LONDON (Agencies) — 
Ronald “Buster” Edwards, 
the brains behind Britain's 
“great train robbery,” was 
found hanged Tuesday in the 
garage near where he sold 
flowers- outside London's 
Wasterloo station. 

He was 62. Police said it 
was suicide. 

The one-time nightclub 
owner was freed in 1975 after 
serving nine years in prison 
for the job that netted £2.5 
million and became grist for 
legend, the subject of a book, 
a song and a film. 

In the small hours of the 
morning of Aug. 8, 1963. 
Edwards and his gang lay in 
wait for the overnight Royal 
Mail train southbound out of 
Glasgow. 

They rigged a signal light 
to flash red, and as the train 
slowed at Bridego Bridge 
near Cheddington. Bucking- 
hamshire, they jumped 
aboard armed with iron bars. 

They clubbed motorman 
Jack Mills unconscious and 
fled with the sacks of bank 
notes to a remote farmhouse, 
which they soon had to aban- 
don as police, alerted by a 
neighbour, closed in. 

One by one, the gangsters 
were caught and jailed. Ed- 
wards led police on a three- 
year chase before surrender- 
ing. 

“Obviously, I thought I'd 
get away with it,'' be once 
said in an interview. “But 
looking back, I can see now 
that we were mugs, with that 
sort of cash involved.” 

Edwards said his biggest' 
regret in the robbery was his 
assault on Mills, who never 
fully recovered from his in- 
juries and died in 1970. 

He said his life selling flow- 
ers to commuters bored him, 
to fears. 

“I was a criminal even be- 
fore the great train robbery 
and life was so exciting 
then," he said. 

“I didn't care about the 
money. I did jobs that didn't 
net a penny. It was the thrill 
that mattered.” 

Police stressed there were 
no susspidous circumstances 
in the death of Edwards, who 
was played by pop star Phil 
Collins m a film biography of 
his eventful life. 

Paramedics tried in vain to 
resuscitate Edwards, who 
was found hanging from a 
metal girder by his brother. 

Fellow train robber Ronnie 
Biggs, speaking from Rio de 
Janeiro, told Sky Television: 
“It is very, very sad, depress- 
ing and surprising news to 
hear he has taken his life.” 

The thieves behind the 
great train robbery became’ 
instant celebrities approx- 
imately $45 million at today’s 
rates. 

The audacious robbery was 
hailed at the time as “the 
crime of the century." 

Mr. Biggs, who fled the 
country and escaped extradi- 
tion for 30 years, said: "It is 
sad to see the gang cat down 
one by one. I have often 
wondered who would be the 
first and the last to go.” 

Mr. Biggs said he would 
definitely not be coming back 
for Edwards' funeral. “I am 
sure he would like me to get a 
bottle of booze out and have 
a good drink with him.” Mr. 
Biggs said. 

Retired detective Jack 
“Slipper of the Yard” ^SlijS- 
per, who hunted Mr. Biggs to 
Brazil but foiled to bring him 
back, said the gang was a 
different class of criminal 
from today's lawbreakers. 

“In our day you could sit 
down and have a chat to them 
and when they came out from 
prison you'd invariably run 
into them and ha *e a drink 
with them,” Mr. Slipper said. 


Major vows business as usual after Euro- rebellion 


(R) — Prime 
John Major 


LONDON 
Minister 
breathed defiance on Tues- 
day, promising business as 
usual as be faced budget day 
at the head of Britain's first 
minority government in 15 
years. 

Mr. Major's majority was 
technically wiped out when 
eight Conservative 
“Eurosceptics”, were kicked 
out of the parliamentary par- 
ty after abstaining in Mon- 
day’s late-night vote of confi- 
dence on increasing Britain's 
payments to the European 
Union (EU). 

Their expulsion will make 
it much harder for the gov- 
ernment to get its own way in 
parliament out officials said 
Mr. Major was in no mood to 
make concessions by water- 
ing down his agenda. 

“There is a busy year of 
legislation ahead... and that 
legislative programme will be 
pursued with all vigour and 
dispatch,” one senior govern- 
ment official feaid. “The busi- 



ness of government goes on.” 

Mr. Major, who bad 
threatened to call a general 
election if be lost the vote, 
had not been in touch with 
outcasts but he hoped they 
would step back into line, the 
official said. 

“Obviously you always 
want people to return to the 
straight and narrow.” he 
said. Mr. Major’s govern- 
ment is deeply unpopular 
with voters and he would 
have almost certainly lost the 
snap election which would 
have followed defeat in par- 
liament. 

Mr. Major’s threat to with- 
draw the party “whip” from 
the rebels — effectively ex- 
communicating them from 
the parliamentary party — 
was swiftly carried out even 
though the government 
finished up with a comfort- 
able majority of 27 in die 
budget vote thanks to- the 

Irish 


(MPs). 

The eight are now tech- 
nically counted as members 
of the opposition in the 651- 
seat parliament. They will 
not be eligible to sit on Con- 
servative parliamentary com- 
mittees or vote in elections 
for party officers. 

The government’s business 
managers were awaiting con- 
firmation that a ninth 
“Eurosceptic MP, Sir 
Richard Body, had voluntari- 
ly resigned the whip. 

If he has, that would mean 
the Conservative vote falls 
from 330 to 321 and the 
combined voting strength of 
non-conservative MPs rises 
from 316 to 325, leaving Mr. 
Major with a deficit of four. 

It is, on paper, the first 
minority government since 
the last Labour administra- 
tion under James Callagh an 
m 1979. 

In practice Mr. Major can 
probably count on the rebels 
most votes to extend the 


Conservatives' 15-year grip 
on power. 

One of the dissidents, 
Teresa Gorman, said on 
Tuesday she would support 
the government in its next big 
test — a likely vote next 
Tuesday on a Labour opposi- 
tion move to block a highly 
unpopular increase in value 
added tax (VAT) on domes- 
tic fuel, due to take effect 
next April. 

Bnt Ms. Gorman was bitter 
at her treatment and angry at 
Mr. Major. 

“It seems clear cut, crystal 
dear, that (Major) sees his 
obligation to Europe as much 
greater now than it is to the 
British people in parlia- 
ment," riie told BBC Radio. 

Conservative Party Chair- 
man Jeremy Hanley said the 
wbipe could be restored to 
the rebels “after a period i of 
time,” depending on bow 
they vote over foe coming 
months. 

■. Major was now look- 


ing to Finance Minister Ken- 
neth Clarke to restore morale 
in his divided party by dang- 
ling the prospect of tax cuts m 
Tuesday's annual budget. 

Mr. Clarke long ago ruled 
out as ‘hopelessly prema- 
ture” demands for tax cuts by 
Conservative right-wingers 
nervous about Labour’s 25- 
point lead in opinion polls. 
Indeed be has insisted on 
going ahead with the increase 
in VAT on feel. 

But with the rapidly ex- 
panding British economy 
generating greater-than- 
expected tax revenues, and 
with low inflation bolding 
down the government’s 
spending, Mr. Clarke is likely 
to project a big drop in the 
government's budget deficit. 

If he can point to a ba- 
lanced budget by 1997-98, 
Conservatives will almost 
certainly be able to count on 
tax cuts in time for the next 
election, which must be held 
‘ Auril 1997. 



Charles’ 2nd 
cousin slams his 
lack of remorse 

LONDON ( AP) — A second 
cousin to Prince Charles has 
joined the list of royal grip- 
ers, slamming the heir to the 
British throne for his infideli- 
ties and ego. “He doesn’t 
express any remorse for. 
straying from his marital 
vows. No apologies to his 
family, his kids, even his 
wife," complained Marina 
Mowatt, 26th in line to the 
throne, in an interview pub- 
lished Monday. A biography 
of Charles published last 
month with his cooperation 
confirmed that the prmce had 
an affair with a married 
woman and longstanding 
friend, Camilla Parker 
Bowles. He and Princess Di- 
ana, mother of both his sons, 
formally announced their 
separation in December 
1992. Mowatt, who is daugh- 
ter to Princess Alexandra, 
first cousin to Queen Eli- 
zabeth — and Prince Charles* 
goddaughter to boot — told 
Hello magazine that she 



that the... book (was) all part' 
of Charles' concern for his 
popularity ratings more than 
any genuine concern for real 
people,” the magazine 
quoted Mowatt as saying. 
Mowatt, 28, is no stranger to 
publicity herself. Dubbed the 
“royal rebel” for her 1990 
wedding to a commoner 
when four months pregnant, 
she also earned 1991’s “rear 
of the year” award proffered 
by a British jeans company. 
Charles, 45, appeared in 
good spirits late Monday at 
London’s Dominion Theatre, 
where he met singers Tony 
Bennett, Shirley Bassey ana 
other celebrities at the 67th 
annual royal variety perform- 
ance. 

Diana presides 
over children’s 
gala evening 

i j <■ 

PARIS (AFP) — The Prin- 
cess of Wales arrived here 
Monday to preside an interna- 
tional children’s gala evening 
at Versailles Palace organised 
by UNESCO. Princess Di- 
ana’s visit was one of her 
engagements she was to cany 
out on her visit as president 
of the Bamardo’s Charity, 
which looks after some 
100,000 disadvantaged young 
people. The princess was in- 
vited to France by the French 
Children's Society, of which 
the wife of former President 
Valery Giscard d’Estaing, 
Anne-Ayxnone, is patron. 
Dressed in a deep blue suit, 
the princess spent 40 minutes 
at a creche which provides 
round-the-clock care for chil- 
dren from broken homes. La- 
ter, the princess was to go on 
to attend the second interna- 
tional gala evening at the 
Versailles Palace for child 
welfare, organised by the 
French Children's Society 
with the support of the Un- 
ited Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Orga- 
nisation (UNESCO). 
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Premature baby 
stable after 
In-flight birth 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The De Bara family boarded 
TWA Flight 265 in New York 
as a family of three en route 
to a holiday trip at Disney 
World. Ninety minutes later 
the De Bara's left the plane 
in suburban Washington an 
excited and anxious family of 
J? ur - O" the way, Theresa 
De Bara, nearly seven 
months pregnant, went into 
labour and. with the help of a 
Long Island internist and two 
paramedics from Newbury- 
port. Mass., Matthew Dulles 
De Bara was boro 90 miles 
(145-kms) outside Washing- 
ton s Dulles International 
Airport. “I went from being 
nervous and distraught to im- 
ploring to God- that it 
wouldn’t turn into a 
tragedy, said Ms. De Bara 

Sv l ^ c . in 'fl>ght delivery. 

Your mind just shuts down, 
and you turn it over to those 
m control.” Santiago De 
Bara and his 3-year-old 
daughter Amanda stood by 
while Steven H. Rachlin 
assisted Mrs. De Bara with 

SjiSJ* 1 * “ H * re I was on a 
vacation to relax, and then I 

was on an airplane beinc 
asked to deliver a baby. I wj 

£ ® ll f«d state,” Dr. 

?*?• H* originally thought 

expense- 
labour pains, 
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